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Welcome to this month’s issue of
PowerLines, the newsletter of the
Orlando BDSM Munch
community.

The holidays are once again upon
us, and we are all finding
ourselves stretched to the limit.
(Mmmm!) This is also a very
magical time for many of us,
where we develop a feeling of
closeness to friends and family. A
spirit of giving to others pervades
us, and also the need to give
thanks for the bountiful blessings
that each of us have in our lives.
We have an opportunity this
season, right here in this BDSM
community, to count our own
blessings, and to give to others,
with the BDSM Community toy
Drive. Information on this is inside
this issue, and | ask you to dig as
deep as you can to help out. This
has always been such a loving,
caring community, | am sure we
can again prove to the children of
some of our less fortunate Munch
members that there really is a
Santa! Please see lawana or
Woody at the munch today, to
see how you can help!

We're still taking reservations for
the Quarterly Play Party, to be
held December 5th. The munch
group has rented the ALCH bldg
for our own that night. If you want
to join in, please see one of the

Advisory Board Members, or you
can still mail your reservation in to
our new P O Box, at Orlando
Munch, POBox 471372, Lake
Monroe FL 32747. Checks or
money orders sent to the lake
Mary address would also still be
good, as well.

We're all very excited about the
details that surround the next
Anniversary party! We're already
getting confirmation from vendors
from all over the country that are
committing to join us. If you have
a vendor that you would like to
see here, please let MsVirgo
know at dreamer@totcon.com.
She is also coordinating the
workshops, and if you have a
topic that you'd like to see
covered, please let her know.
We’'re handing out the reservation
flyers at the munch, so you can
take advantage of that soon.

Torville and | would like to take
this opportunity to thank you all
for making this past year such a
memorable one for us. We love
this BDSM community, we have
great respect for its’ members,
and are proud to be associated
with you! Happy Holidays!

Gagelle
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As | hope will surprise some of you, | really
haven’t an active dominant for all that many
years. | say “active” because, like many of us, |
had “urges” for quite a few years before |
realized that there even was a scene, much
less that what | was feeling nominated me for
membership in it.

I met the first person | ever topped online
(surprise!) and had conducted a pretty good
campaign of email, painting suggestive and
alluring scenarios, suggesting things for her to
do to get her “in the mood” — you know,
putting a clamp on her nipple and changing
nipples every hour... that sort of thing. We
finally met, we decided to play, she was naked
face-down on her bed and | had a crop in my
hand...

| should, at this point, mention that my stomach had
been on tumble-dry for the previous 48 hours (there
is a point after which you get really, really tired of
your body’s insistence on reminding you that you
are excited). So... | take that crop and | smack her
butt.

She lies there.
“Hoping to get a whimper

“Hmm?*, | think to or a sigh or a wriggle or

myself. “I'm being
too tentative”. So
smack her butt
again, somewhat
harder.

something, | smacked her

again...”

No respose.

“Well,” I think. “This woman has many more years
experience than me, she has a higher stimulus
threshold, I'm doing her an unkindness.” Hoping to
get a whimper or a sigh or a wriggle or something, |
smacked her again, somewhat harder again.

“Yellow,” she says. Ackk!

Well, of course, | hadn’t done my homework, had 1?
Something like asking her (!) what kind of

responses she had, or like
that. Forgive me, | was
young :)

As those of you who have
had the pleasure of seeing
my lovely Gazelle bottom
(or even have suggestive
motions made at her), she
is very responsive. | really
like that :) But | haven't
have had to get good at
reading subtle signals (Her:
“Oh, God, yes, yes, yes,
please....” Me: “Hmm, |
“aai%z. think she might be close to
coming..."”)

| recently had the pleasure
of playing with another
submissive beyond the level of a complimentary
flogging, and darn if | didn’t have this bite me on the
butt. | have gotten so used to Gazelle that my
reactions to certain signals is now almost
instinctive. Guess what? The same signal doesn’t
always mean the same thing from person to
person!

I know almost all of you, if asked, would say, “Yeah,
sure, what did you expect?”, but that's kind of
academic. For example, your long-time partner
starts to swear when he/she is really enjoying
themselves and getting “close”. You new victim-
for-the-evening starts to swear when entering a
panic attack. You see the problem.

We all want a good scene, yes? Doms, it's okay to
ask a sub what works for her and what her signs
are. Subs, it's okay to tell the dom what works for
you and what your signs are. If you (the sub) are
too fogged out when you are sceneing to be able to
tell the dom what to do, refer them to someone else
who'’s played with you.

To sum up: Instinct and massive raw natural talent
will only take you so far. Do your homework.
Learn the habits of your prey... um, play partner.
It's okay to ask. Go have fun.
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Hello all, and Happy Thanksgiving!

Please remember that this column presents my
views on BDSM related questions, and is not
necessarily representative of the beliefs of the
members of the Orlando Munch/OPEX, nor the
editor(s) of PowerLines.

All of that being said, let’s get straight to this
month’s topic. This question came to me as a

result of a conversation | had with someone on-line.

The person | was talking with was a submissive
male who is married to a vanilla woman. He asked
if 1 would write about how to introduce BDSM into
an otherwise vanilla relationship.

Before we go any further, | must stress that not
everyone is kinky. And not everyone has the
capacity or the desire to explore the BDSM world.
One of the things which we preach is that all BDSM
must be CONSENSUAL! This means that all
participants must be willing to be involved in the
activities, and if you try to force someone into
something they are not comfortable doing, you are
not abiding by our guidelines. In trying to force
someone to dominate you (or to submit to
you, as the case may be) there is a good
possibility that you will turn them off to all
possible kinky venues, and you may severely
damage your relationship, as well. Also,
while the munch does give you a community
of “kink” friendly people, do NOT tell your
partner that “everyone else does it, so you
should too.”

As you are getting ready to introduce some "spice”
into your relationship, | would urge you to take a
good, hard look at yourself and your desires. Then
determine what would be the best possible
outcome of your introduction of your partner into
this love style, and what also would be the worst
possible ramifications of this action. Think about
what it is that you want them to do, or to become,
and then think about them and what you know they
like and dislike. If you are a submissive male, and
you are married or involved with a woman who is
also submissive, then you cannot “make” her be
dominant. She might end-up being willing to top
you, but she cannot be forced into being dominant,
if that goes against who she truly is. Likewise, if
you are dominant and you are looking for your
partner to “serve” you, and your partner is also a

“Show them the benefits of

the relationship being more
BDSM oriented...”

dominant, | can imagine that you have some rather
heated arguments, the net result being that neither
of you is happy. What is it that you want from a
BDSM relationship? You need to know this before
you can approach your partner. Are you looking to
add a little kinky sex? A lot of kinky sex? Bondage
and discipline? Service for the sake of service?
Sensation/S & M play? You also need to think
about how to phrase your desires and suggestions.
Most vanillas think of BDSM as being something
horrible. They get this impression from media and
other sources, which have branded the
practitioners as such, and it is hard to try and
change someone’s impressions over night. | would
strongly suggest that you don’t use words like “S &
M” and “Bondage” and others with similar
connotations. Instead, talk about “sensation” play
(which, after all, is what S/M is all about) and so on.

My slave says that the best advice he ever received
about being a submissive male and looking for a
dominant female was this: Do NOT tell the person
that you want them to do this, and this and this.
Instead, show them the benefits of the relationship
being more BDSM oriented. If you want your wife/
partner to assume a more dominant role, then offer
to rub her feet, voluntarily do
the chores around the house
(like cleaning and laundry
and such) and make sure
that this isn’t conditional.
Don't clean the kitchen and
go to her and say, “I just
cleaned the kitchen, now you
have to spank me.” Just
clean the kitchen and give
her time to adjust to the “new you.” At some point
she will probably acknowledge the shift in power
and make mention of it. Then is the time to start
introducing her to some of the other aspects of
BDSM, such as sexual dominance, play, etc. But
the key here is communication. If your partner is
not comfortable talking about sex or emotional
issues, then you need to build up strength there,
first. You cannot take someone who can't even say
the word “penis” without becoming very
uncomfortable, and ask them to do some CBT
(cock and ball torture.)

| have a submissive female friend who introduced
her husband into BDSM by reading the “Beauty”

(Continued on page 4)
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series. She said she would read a chapter or two,
and then become all hot and bothered, so she’'d go
and seduce her husband. After a while he noticed
the correlation between her reading and the great
sex and asked her about it. She told him about the
stories, and he eventually read them and their
relationship evolved from a fairly vanilla one into
one which is quite BDSM oriented. | once
introduced BDSM into a relationship by suggesting
that my partner and | each read a Penthouse
“Variations” issue, and mark which stories
interested us. Lo and behold, we both marked the
Female Dominance stories!

You can also introduce BDSM

play into your sex life. If you

want to tie your partner up, then

sometime, during sex, lightly pin

her down and watch her

reactions. If she enjoys it, then

suggest, during sex, that

sometime you want to tie her

up, or you think that she would

sexy in bondage or something along those lines.
But take it slowly. And if your partner reacts very
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strongly against the suggestion, then drop the
subject immediately! If you're a submissive, then
concentrate more on your partner’s pleasure than
on your own. If you want to experiment with
spanking, then bring it up while you are rough
housing, or joking tell your partner “you’ve been a
very bad little boy/girl and | am going to spank you
for it.” Watch their reactions and go from there.
But do it gradually! Don’t make your first spanking
session go on for an hour...instead just a few little
taps during sex will suffice. If you want to introduce
sensation play, then start out with something like a
feather light massage, and slowly build up your
repertoire of “sensations.”

| do hope that this column has given you
some ideas, but | will remind you that not
everyone really wants to be kinky, and you
cannot force someone into it. Also, this is
going to take some time. Do not expect
that just because your partner let you
spank her once that she is going to want it
every night. You might be able to work up
to that, and then again it might be a once
in the while thing, or it may never happen again.
Keep the lines of communication open, and be
ready for some less than perfect experiences.

Have a wonderful holiday season (I am sure | will
see some of you at the Munch Quarterly party) and
| am looking forward to seeing you in the New Year.

MsLaura

If you have a question for MsLaura, you may e-mail
it to her at: mslaura@usa.net She is not currently
looking for a new slave nor play partner, so please
do not write to her asking about things along those
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Introduction

The term ‘Acid Test’ is an old prospecting term. A
powerful acid can dissolve most base metals in a
matter of minutes. However, gold will stand up to
most acids. So the ‘Acid Test’ was an easy way for
people to make sure they had a real nugget of gold
and not a lump of the fool's’ variety. In the same
way, these tests are meant to be quick ways to
identify fake Doms. Passing all these tests is no
guarantee either, there is no replacement for
getting to know your prospective partner as well as
possible BEFORE YOU EVEN MEET IN

PERSON.

Now most of these tests are designed in mind for a
submissive female trying to sort through men
claiming to be Doms online. They are largely
based on the many questions | get asked by my
female friends still searching for a Dominant
partner. Some of them can probably be used by
male subs as well, but for the most part, these tests
are best for ferreting out male fakes. Vanilla males
are usually after ‘easy sex’ and this motive makes
them easier to identify than a lot of the fake
Dommes out there.

Step One: Do the Math

Various estimates and surveys have placed
the ratio of true (i.e., natural) male sexual
Dominants to female sexual submissives at
about one to ten. However, a quick count in
any given D/s oriented chat room would lead
you to believe that male Doms outnumber the
subs at about two to one. Now if there

is actually only one male Dom for every ten female
subs, that means that 19 out of the 20 "Doms" you
see online HAVE TO BE FAKES. Keep this in
mind. There is a 95% chance that any man you talk
to online claiming to be a Dom is no such thing.
This leads us to our first rule, a rule that all
statisticians and scientists already know by heart:
"When in doubt, throw it out!"

Your search for a suitable Dominant partner
(especially if you are seeking a serious long term
relationship as well) could easily take years. That's
hardly surprising, most people spend years looking
for that special lover, be they ‘vanilla’ or otherwise.
So don't be disheartened by all these drastic ratios.
BUT DON'T WASTE YOUR TIME either. If any of
the prospects you are chatting with online makes

“If he's not a Dom, he's not

going to give you what you

you feel uncomfortable for any reason, drop him.
Don't give him 'three strikes' or 'extra chances to
win." Block out his screen-name and move on.
There was only a one in twenty chance he was
legitimate anyway. Trust your instincts!

Step Two: Know Your Enemy

We call them Snerts. We call them HNG's (Horny
Net Geeks). We call them Wannabes. We call
them Control Freaks. And sometimes, tragically,
we even find some that can only be called rapists
and predators. They are all your ENEMY. Don't
bother thinking they are anything less. Even a
more or less well meaning Snert can land you in a
hospital. Sexual Dominance and submission is not
for dilettantes or amateurs: Not, no, and never!
Even if he turns out to be a more or less nice guy, if
he's not a Dom, he's not going to give you what you
really need, and he will likely give you many things
you don't (like medical bills and other assorted
headaches).

The Snert

Snerts are basically looking
for easy sex. They are
counting on the (highly
inaccurate) assumption that
sexual submissives are
simply 'easy lays." Nothing
could be farther from the
truth, but that doesn't deter
them at all. They are
typically middle aged to
somewhat older men. They are often married.
They are usually trying to bolster their flagging
vanilla sex lives with some casual screwing around.
They target submissives because they think that
they

won't make demands on there sexual prowess
(another bad assumption). They can

be easily spotted because they almost always
demand or at least emphasize sexual intercourse
being a part of their 'scenes.’

really need”

The HNG (Horny Net Geek)

HNG's are usually the most harmless (and yet often
the most annoying) of the enemy types. Most are

(Continued on page 6)
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teenagers and young men looking for some quick
cyber-sex or even phone-sex. They are usually
pretty sophisticated about there D/s jargon and the
'scenes' they describe to you can be pretty
elaborate. Geeks do their homework. They scour
the porno sites for ideas, and hang out in D/s
chats for hours on end learning the 'lingo.' They
are most easily spotted because they want to move
on to cyber-sex and phone sex very quickly. They
like to offer online collars, and spend hours on end
in chat rooms 'playing’ with their 'subbies." Don't
waste your time with them.

Control Freaks

The second most dangerous
type of enemy is the Control
Freak. Control freaks are what
most psychologists and
therapists call ‘controlling
personalities.' They are the
type of person that wants to be
in control of everything around
them. They want all their family and friends to
behave exactly as they say. They are extremely
manipulative people. These men can be
dangerous because many really have convinced
themselves that they are Dominants as a way to
justify their dysfunctional lives. Many
inexperienced

submissives find themselves 'naturally' attracted to
these men because outwardly they seem so 'in
command' of things all the time. The truly ironic
(and sad) thing is, a controlling personality is
actually the closest thing to the OPPOSITE of a
sexual Dominant.

Controls Freaks can be spotted because they often
talk about 'taking care of you' and also 'knowing
what's best for you." They almost always try to play
on your emotions; especially guilt. They also
usually criticize and even resent the advice you get
from other people. They often talk about 24/7 D/s
relationships without going into any details about
what kind of actual scenes they play. They are
fond of telling you that they prefer the 'mental
aspect'

of Domination and submission. They tend to be
both demanding and argumentative. Nothing you
do will ever be 'quite right." While all this may
seem very repulsive and easy to avoid, be on your
guard, the average control freak often seems very

“...a controlling

personality is actually the

closest thing to the
OPPOSITE of a sexual

Dominant.”

you its very hard to get untangled.

Rapists and Predators

The last and most dangerous type of enemy is the
rapist or predator. These are the men most likely to
damage or even end your life. The truly

frightening thing about these evil men it that there is
NO easy way to spot them. Rapists can be
anything from bums to bank mangers, and anyone
from family members to total strangers. One in four
women has suffered an attack from this vile
creature, and one in seven men as well!
There motive is violence. The best
defense is never make yourself too
vulnerable.

To defend yourself from predators, learn
all the in's and out's of setting up

a good Safety Net. Follow these
procedures religiously. Most important of
all TAKE YOUR TIME getting to know your
prospective play partners. This is

good advice in any case. If you know your partner
well, you're more likely to have a good time with
him (because you will feel more comfortable during
that

first Scene). Predators are more likely to move on
in search of easy prey, they do tend to be
impulsive. If a'dom' you have been talking too
suddenly

seems to loose interest in you after a period of
time, you may have just saved your own life. Don't
go chasing after anybody. A true Dom doesn't
need to

play 'hard to get.'

Step 3: Know your goal!

Take the time to figure out what you want. It's often
hard for newbie subs to do this because sometimes
they lack knowledge of what choices are available
to them. SO ARM YOURSELF WITH
KNOWLEDGE! There are many fine publications,
books, and internet websites that cater to sexual
submissives. So start reading! Learn about the
different types of play and how they should be
conducted. Learn everything you can about how to

(Continued on page 7)
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set up a Safety Net. Learn all the do's and don'ts of
meeting others and playing safely. Decide what
your Limits are and set them down on paper. This
may seem like a lot of homework to do in the name
of fun, but also keep in mind that that it's your

ASS that's (literally) on the line here.

Know what a real Dom acts like. Remember, you
are probably a sexual submissive because you
ARE in control the rest of the time. You are strong!
Likely even ambitious as well. You have a career,
or goals, or a lifestyle that demands this high level
of energy and control. So giving away your

control is a beautiful respite from everyday life.
Your power and energy is something you only want
to give to someone you trust, and in intimate
situations at that. It's a very personal thing to you!

Well guess what, sexual Dominants are usually the
compliment of this. We are strong people too, and
we do tend to be intelligent. We are often highly
trained professionals or skilled craftsmen.
However, we tend to avoid lifestyles and careers
that demand we be in control all the time. We tend
to be easygoing. | have never in my life met, or
even heard of, an uptight sexual Dominant.
We like being in control in INTIMATE
situations. It's a

respite from the way we live OUR everyday
lives. We are not really the opposite of you,
but we are the 'puzzle piece' that fits next to
you snugly.

In another words, don't look for a Dom that's
exactly like you. You won't find him. Don't
look for a Dom that wants to run your whole
life; he doesn't

exist.

ABOVE ALL, if you're prospective Dom seems like
a generally 'nice guy' you're

likely on the right track! Take the time to get to
know him. Don't let the five control freaks on the
other side of the chat room demand your attention.
A natural Dom isn't likely to make demands until its
time to play.

Step 4: Memorize the Acid Tests!
Test #1: When in doubt, throw it out! Don't waste

your time with people that make you feel
uncomfortable. Even if the guy was a real Dom, if

“Real Doms don't have to
ask for titles, we EARN

his personality makes you feel uncomfortable, he's
not going to be fun to play with.

Test #2: "You'd better call me Sir!" is the mating
call of a HNG or control freak. Real Doms don't
have to ask for titles, we EARN them. Most real
Doms will say things like "please, call me Mike".

Test #3: "l want you to take my collar before you
play with me." This is another common demand of
fakes, most often made by control freaks. They
have to isolate you from other people and their
advice, and sometimes a little ole "cyber-collar” is
just the thing! Cyber-collars are worth less than the
leather required to make one.

Test #4: If you get an Instant Message that says
something like "On your knees you [slave, slut,
bitch, whore, etc.]" This is the mating call of the
HNG. Use some common sense here. Why waste
time with somebody that's not even polite? There's
a time and a place for these endearing terms, and it
isn't online!

Test #5: "l don't have to answer that question!" or
"It's not proper etiquette for you to ask a Master
that." are examples of some
the dangerous

LIES that control freaks and
snerts use. This is the Acid
test | personally think is the
most important! A Dom had
better be ready to at least
TRY and

answer every guestion you
have, and HONESTLY at
that! Its literally your ass that's on the line! Never
forget this!

them...”

Test #6: "lts my way or the highway!" or words to
that effect, are the mating cry of the common
control freak. Doms can have Limits too, but its
your

Limits that count FIRST. Don't let any would-be
‘dom’ tell you differently. Don't let any of the
wannabe subs tell you differently either. Where
Male Dom/Fem sub play is concerned, it's
ALWAYS LADY'S CHOICE!

Test #7: Don't bother with online collars. Don't

make decisions about a prospective partner based

on his online play style. It's a very simple test
(Continued on page §8)
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(Continued from page 7)
if you think about it: would a real life Dominant
waste time on cyber sex?

Please take my word for it; the answer is NO.
Forget it, once you've done the real thing, cyber is
just too damn dull.

Test #8: Ask your prospect if he's ever made any
mistakes during a scene. If he say's 'no,' run for
your life! If he says, 'very rarely," at least be
suspicious. Everyone makes mistakes, even if they
are experienced players.

Sometimes submissives have
Limits they don't even know
about, and even the most
careful and skilled Dom the
world will trip over these
occasionally. Remember,
according to our good friends of
the Christian faith, the last
perfect guy to walk this planet
got nailed to a tree for his
trouble. So expect competence, but not miracles.

Test #9 "I'm a [bank president, captain of industry,
TV producer, self-made millionaire yadda yadda
yadda.]" Wouldn't it be nice to meet a rich Dom
too? Sure it would! But use some common sense
too. How many captains of industry

have hours to spend in an AOL chat room? Also,
think about this personality profile; if this super
successful, always-in-control person is really into
D/s, he's likely a submissive! | have met a lot of
female submissives that

fit this ambitious profile, but not one Dom yet!

Test #10 "I'm 33 years old, and I've been a Master
for 15 years." Gimme a break! What are the odds?
When you ask about a Doms level of experience
(and its a good idea to do so) remember to do the
math as well. 18 year old boys don't care about the
intricacies of D/s; they want to get laid. Trust me
on

this one Ladies, | was an 18 year old boy once! |
personally believe that people do become what
they are (be it gay, straight, Dom or sub) very early
in

life, but it takes maturity and training to be a
Master. What are the odds a person became a
Master when they were still using Clearacil?

“Safe D/s requires

complete honesty.

You can't build a good

Scene on lies...”

Test #11 Ask for references! Especially if he
claims to be 'very experienced." Talk to the
references ON THE PHONE. Lots of HNG's have
female screen-names set up to act as 'references’
for them! | notice that a lot of newbies seem to
have trouble with this concept. Which is
understandable since in the vanilla world its
considered rude to talk to a guy's ex-girlfriend.
But in the D/s Scene its the opposite, experienced
players will accept and accommodate this kind of
request gladly.

Test #12 "l have three real life collared slaves right
now, but you can't talk to them." Okay, when you
consider the ratio and all, this sounds
possible. What makes this an acid test
failed (and failed miserably at that) is the
last part. | have met couples (and even
triples) that really were

looking for an extra person to add to the
mix. This is not uncommon at all in the
Scene. But these couples were looking
TOGETHER. If a'dom' has anyone
already collared to them, you probably
ought to talk to her FIRST!

Test #13 "l don't need safe words." Well of course
he doesn't! If he said this he's likely a snert and
therefore he's never really been in a scene! Of
course he might be a predator too, and then he
wouldn't need safewords either. Need | say more?

Test #14 "My slaves trust me to set their Limits for
them." If you hear a "dom" say this it's most likely
because these slaves only exist in his mind. Or
worse still, his 'slave' is simply the victim of spouse
abuse. Even so called TPE (Total Power
Exchange) and other sorts of 24/7 (i.e., full time) D/
s relationships should involve some careful
negotiation.

Test #15 "I'm Married, my wife can't know about
us" If I have to explain this one too you, you've got
problems. | have played with many married
submissives in my time, but ONLY with the express
permission (and more often than not, participation)
of their husbands. Safe D/s requires complete
honesty. You can't build a good Scene on lies.
There are plenty of people that will be willing to tell
you differently; but please note, they will all turn out
to be adulterers (and hence, liars) themselves.
(Continued on page 9)
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Test #16 Insert your own Acid Test here. You will
learn much from your mistakes and missteps. If
you form an online contact with a "dom" that falls
through, analyze WHY it fell through. Don't make
the same mistakes twice if you can help it.

Step 5: It's not just the men you
have to screen!

“An abuse victim can only

Finding some female submissives to be
buddies with you on your quest is a very good
idea. Especially if they are experienced
players; they can give you unigue
perspectives, emotional support, and even
references to legitimate Doms to play with.
They can also, most importantly, provide a Safety
Net for you during those first meetings with the men
you meet. The benefits of teaming up

with other women in your search should be
obvious!

However, be just as cautious about what you hear
from other women online as well. If you are so
inclined to search for a Domme for instance, the
Acid tests should apply just as well. Be very
cautious about the women you meet online that
claim to be submissives as well. There are a great
number of female HNG's who live their D/s lifestyle
in the vacuum of cyber-space. Their advice and
experiences are not only useless in the real world,
they can be dangerous. Another class of "female
enemy" is even more tragic and dangerous;

the Victim.

i

save herself, and then only

when she is ready to do

A Victim is just that; a victim of physical and or
mental abuse that uses D/s as an excuse to
continue denying the reality of her tragic situation.
These people are disturbingly common as well.
They are dangerous to you too! These

women are not just full of very dangerous advice,
but they are usually very vehement about telling
you that their lifestyle is the only "real D/s." They
can fill your head full of
doubts faster than one of the
male enemy types.

Spare little sympathy, tell
them to get help, and stay

" the heck away from them (in
exactly this order). It may
seem mercenary, but it is in
fact the right

thing to do. This is my training as a CASA (Citizens
Against Spouse Abuse) volunteer talking. An
abuse victim can only save herself, and then only
when she is ready to do so. If you let her vent her
frustrations and fears on you, she will then go back
to her familiar little hell, leaving you emotionally
drained and likely scared too. Your quest for safe
play partners is going to be tough enough as it is.
Avoid Victims completely if you can, and if you
can't, urge them to get help. It's not your job to
save the world, keeping yourself safe and happy is
enough work.

SO...

In Closing

This all seems like a lot of work. Itis. Some of it
sounds awfully scary too. It should. So why bother
with this quest at all? Why not just stick "cyber
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This interview is a bit different from most that
you've seen in PowerLines, due to the fact that
scheduling conflicts kept the interviewer and
interviewee from meeting face to face. Instead, the
guestions and answers were e-mailed back and
forth between the two parties, and then put together
as follows. | hope that y'all enjoy learning as much
about lapetimort as | enjoyed interviewing her.

Question: How did you originally get involved with
BDSM?

Answer: | was in a relationship with someone who
had been involved in the scene in California, and
while our relationship was vanilla, he did remind me
that | had, on a previous occasion some years ago
dabbled in the scene, and had

had my interest piqued. | hadn’t

had a chance to pursue it at the

time, but it was always in the

back of my mind. As I look back

over the past years, it never

fails to surprise me that with all

the signs | should have seen,

that it took me this long to break

out and explore what now

seems like such an integral part of my personality.

Question: How do you define yourself in the BDSM
context? (l.e.: Dom, sub, switch, slave, etc?)
Why?

Answer: A submissive, definitely a submissive. |
like the idea of retaining free will, and | need to
have the ability to determine limits. Though as we
know, those limits can be malleable.

Question: How so, and, along the same lines, what
has been your biggest step in this area?

Answer: Well, for one example...when | started
down this path a year ago, | didn’t think that I'd ever
be interested in playing with a Domme. It's not
something that was formally arranged. It was
something that just happened, when a Domme
friend was brought into a scene by a trusted Dom
playmate. By the time she and | met, | was already
in subspace, so transitioning to her came very
easily. Now, there are a several Dommes with
whom | feel very comfortable and love scening with.
They have all been very respectful of my "personal”
space, and while not intimate by my choice, the
play has been very sensual. I'm glad this is a limit
that was stretched. | would have to say in the
Orlando area, | think the Dommes outclass the
Domes, in regards to skill and ethics.

Question: When you talk about retaining free will
(in reference to how you identify yourself) what do
you mean? How much do you want to retain? Is
this the difference between a submissive and a
slave and a masochist and a bottom?
Answer: To me a bottom is someone who only
enjoys the physical aspects of BDSM, rather than
the physical/mental ones. In regards to retaining
free will, it's easier for me by listing an example:
Take as a given that I'm not bisexual. If | were a
slave, my Master could order me to for example,
perform oral sex on a woman, and | would be
obliged to obey by nature of our relationship. On
the other hand, if | was bi-curious but wasn't able to
get past self-imposed societal pressure, then my
Dom could order me to do it. The
difference being that | would then be
fulfilling my OWN wishes, not his. It would
have been something | wanted to do, but
just couldn’t do on my own. He would
have been expanding my limits in a way |
indicated | had desired them to be
expanded, not imposing his will upon me.

Question: What most interests you about
the scene and what do you not like about it?
Answer: I'm just now coming up on the first
anniversary of the beginning of my BDSM
experience, albeit a busy year. So far I've found
my interests to be wide spread. | was very lucky to
find a great mentor who was able to introduce me
to many different facets of BDSM, some of which |
liked more than others, the only things I've found
I'm neutral towards that others seem to love, are
violet wands and waxing. | especially like
whartenburg wheels, and remember my first
experience with one fondly, and I'm not half bad
with one myself.

The thing | like best about the lifestyle has been the
people | have met in the local community. | was
treated so very kindly as a newcomer, and was
encouraged and educated, and accepted by some
wonderful people. On the other hand, what I've
liked the least is also, some of the people I've met
in the local lifestyle. I've seen more than a little
betrayal, breaks in trust. Being a small group is
both advantageous and disadvantageous. It's also
frustrating finding someone wonderful online, and
discovering they are far, far, away geographically. |
see that frequently in online situations. I'm
struggling with that same situation now- logic vs.
passion, and how to balance the two.

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Question: What are your limits? How solid are
they?

Answer: At risk of being too personal, I'll just say
the standard limits, plus a couple more. In public,
my limits are a bit different. | don’t scene intimately
in public. For me, some things are reserved for
private time and for a private relationship. | know
many feel differently than I, but I'm not that much of
an exhibitionist. Personally, I'm a bit uncomfortable
around intense sexual public play. | have this awful
feeling that I'm going to accidentally introduce
someone like this: This is So and So, she’s a
screamer, and I'd like you to meet Such and Such,
she’s more of a yodeler.  There are things | really
DON'T want to know about my friends. Call me
old-fashioned.

Question: What have you learned about yourself
since becoming active in the BDSM community?
Answer: This is a big question. I've learned so
much from so many, and from myself. | have
discovered a capacity to give and to receive |
hadn’t known was possible- a sense of completion,
a sense of freedom and of capture, an intensity like
no other.

Question: What do you see as being your
strengths? Your weaknesses?

Answer: I'd like to think | was approachable
and helpful, optimistic and enthusiastic,
levelheaded and fair-minded, trustworthy and
honest. On the other side of the coin, I'm
impatient, use profanity to excess, don't
suffer fools well, and could, perhaps, temper
my opinions with a bit of tact ;)

Question: You have a wonderful scene-name/on-
line nick...would you explain what it means and why
you chose it? Do you see a difference in yourself
when you are "Diana" and when you are
"lapetimort?"

Answer: | was pleased to have decided on
lapetimort, which is AOL friendly spelling for la
petite morte, which in turn is French medieval
colloquial for, umm, orgasm. It does not translate
to “dead rabbit" which I've been asked a time or
two. My online persona is not much different from
my offline personality. | am very straightforward
both online and in real life, but can be judgmental. |
think sometimes in our effort to be accepting of the
members of this lifestyle, that many forget there is a
purpose for judgement: it usually keeps you out of

trouble. There are times | just want to say GOD,
what were you thinking?? | hope to think I willingly
will change an opinion if information is provided to
me contrary to initial belief, and | have little difficulty
admitting I'm wrong when and where | am, or
apologizing when I've been mistaken.

Question: Why are you active in the munch? What
do you hope to gain and give to the munch advisory
board?

Answer: |tend to be very social by nature, and
love seeing my friends comfortable and well
attended to. | used to think | was a good hostess,
now | know, I'm "just" a sub ;) To quote an oft
turned phrase, I'd like to give something back to the
community that helped me. Being invited to join the
munch board was quite an honor (and ego boost)
and I'll try and do what ever | can to contribute and
be useful.

Question: Where would you like to see the munch
go?

Answer: Personally, | think the munch does a
great job as itis. Perhaps to add name tags for
greater ease in breaking the ice between people
and maybe some extra members whom specifically
watch for newcomers. | think it's important to have
a readily approachable group
for people new to the scene
or new to the area.

Iy

”

Question: What are you
looking for in a Dom?

7 Answer: Someone
experienced and
adventurous, intelligent and
age compatible, available

(UNmarried) and local. Someone with all the
characteristics of any other good interpersonal
relationship- like trustworthiness and
communication skills, plus the strong interest in
BDSM. I'm not asking for much ;) | can’t separate
myself into two parts, one loyal to a significant
other, and the other loyal to a Dom. | am, by
nature, half of a couple. | see SO many subs rush
into something just to HAVE something.
Fortunately, | have some excellent play partners
and have the luxury of taking my time. I'm not
anxious to jump into committing to the wrong
person. When the time is right, it will
happen...when the student is ready, the teacher
appears ;)

(Continued on page 12)
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Question: What advice would you give a
submissive that is new to the scene? To a
dominant?

Answer: The best advice | could give is for them to
read. To read everything they can get their hands
on. | had read a 200-page website by the time I'd
scened the first time. | knew what safe words were,
what safe calls were, and something of what to
expect. By the second time, I'd also read Screw
the Roses, Different Loving, and The Loving
Dominant. By reading material by so many
different authors, one gets the chance to cross-
reference the material. If something is heard over
and over again, it likely that it's

correct. One of my biggest

sources of concern, and %
annoyance is subs who come

into this with their head up their,

well, in the clouds, and feet off %
the ground. This is very heady

stuff, and it's easy to loose {
perspective. The stronger the

base of knowledge, the better off the sub is going to
be. If someone demonstrates an unwillingness to
do her own homework, | usually am very
straightforward in discouraging their participation.
This applies even more so to the "doms" who seek
advice. |run into dozens a month online, who
profess to be experienced doms, and yet cannot
answer the most basic of questions about BDSM
philosophy, and terminology. If | offer to send them
a website to check out and then to talk with them,
and they refuse and say they want to pick it up
along the way, | end the conversation. No one |
know is interested in becoming a crash test dummy
for a wannabe Dom who wants to just wing it.
Whenever possible, | encourage newbies to attend
classes provided by OPEXx, and suggest
that they try and find a mentor along the
way, someone with whom they feel
comfortable asking questions, and
someone hopefully equipped with the
knowledge needed to safely mentor.

Question: What do you see a mentor as
(Continued on page 13)
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providing and why is that important?
Answer: A good mentor can help initially to steer
you towards resource material, and act as a
sounding board as a newbie struggles to make
sense of new information and experiences. There
can be so much misinformation passed to newbies,
that a reliable source of help to me is imperative.
Someone needs to be able to confirm that the path
being traveled is being traveled safely, and much of
that knowledge comes with experience. Finding a
mentor can be frustrating. | was lucky to find the
one | had. | looked for one with experience, and
one with whom | felt comfortable communicating. |
relied on the knowledge | had acquired through
extensive reading in the selection process. I'd like
to see a newbie have a couple of good reference
books under her belt before she decides on a
mentor. This sounds like putting the cart before the
horse, but nothing is to say that someone is as
knowledgeable and ethical as he claims to be,
(Continued on page 14)
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And When She Lets Me... by Lil’ Punk

She lights the fire

Only to smolder

So close to satisfaction

Down my shoulder

Like falling starts

Only once in a while

She’ll hold out

Then let me smile

Smile, smile, smile?

Holding on, holding out

Till her will says okay

| cry for precious pain

Only to receive in her way

I’'m curled on the couch
Anticipating the prizes to cum
She grins like a cat

Making and waiting for my whole body to hum
Waiting and wanting, sweating and swearing,
I'll wait and want forever

Till she says yes, yes

And lets my pain cum to pleasure
| AM HERS and | smile...

This Dance is His
By Lawana

Some speak of life as a journey

He approaches life as a dance.

His moves never are choregraphed

Still his timing is perfect, in step and in stance.

He is a man of his true nature,

Without rehearsing | follow his lead

He guides with truth and compassion
Knowing and nurturing my nature's need.

His direction is sure and confident

It stems from a deep sense of right.

As his essence completely captures my own
Our intimate communion is the dance of delight.
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unless you have your own basis of facts to use as
an aid in judgement. We are lucky here in having
an advisory board, to help newbies find likely
mentors. Online can be an excellent, or a horrible
way to find a mentor. You have to be savvy. If
someone comes with multiple good references,
that's a great sign. Or if they hold a position of
authority in their local community, or are active and
well respected. Importantly, continue doing
research on your own, very few mentors are willing
to spoon feed those who come to them for help,
and aren’t willing to expend any energy on their
own. Do the reading recommended, and then ask
guestions, and more questions. Expect late nights,
and large phone bills, but, in the

long run, you'll be much better

off, and safer, too.

Question: Mind explaining your

living situation?

Answer: In May, | was looking

for a couple of people with

whom to share a house.

Through a mutual friend, | was

introduced to Lawana and John, who had been
friends for some time. We all liked the idea of
having a scene friendly household. It makes it SO
much easier: no reason to hide toys, phone
conversations, or the occasional odd noise from

behind closed doors, or across the couch, or dining
room table. It's a pretty big house, and we all often
go our separate ways and we try not to get into
each others way, but we enjoy spending time with
each other too, such as going out for dinner or
coffee, or a movie.

Question: Can you explain to me (who has never
been there) what sub-space is like for you?
Answer: This is an interesting and challenging
question, one on which I'd like feedback from other
subs. | wonder how much of this experience we all
have in common. At some point in a scene, there
comes a time, a place, where part of me that is
normally there, no longer is. It feels to me as
though I'm slipping gently backwards and
downwards, like a slow soft spiral, till
everything outside the scene no longer
exists, and everything inside exists but on
a different plane. It's being present and
absent both at the same time. As the
scene moves on, the sensation deepens,
or the lack of sensation deepens. The
close interaction becomes both more
diffused and more focused...this is so hard
to explain, like trying to describe the taste of fine
chocolates. For me, a point comes usually just
after the scene, in aftercare, where it feels as if |
am drawing in and away and down from existence,
becoming smaller in some way with every breath,

+# $p ) H#

Hi Folks :)

Willie and Kenny, ages 8 and 12, are facing the prospect of their
first Christmas in Florida of being one without snow or presents!

This past summer their Mom moved to the Orlando area from
the Northwest U.S. and became a member of our BDSM com-
munity. The moving expense wiped out any savings she had
and since she has been here things have not worked out exactly
as she had planned. She is still struggling somewhat but things
do seem to be moving forward.

However, Christmas is right around the corner and there really
is no money in the budget for presents for Willie and Kenny. |
think we, as a community, can help!

I will be accepting donations for a toy drive for Willie and Kenny
at the next Orlando Munch, Saturday, November 28th. Ann
and Kenny of ALCH have enthusiastically agreed to participate
in collecting for this drive as well and will accept contributions at
the door at ALCH through Saturday, December 11th.

Appropriate Donations would include the following: New, un-

wrapped toys or games for boys 8 and 11, new clothes
(especially for Willie, size 12 slim pants, medium-large) sized
shirts) (Kenny, size 8 slim, small to medium sized shirts)

If you prefer to make a cash donation, depending on the amount
collected | will purchase theme park or water park tickets for their
stockings.

Additionally, if you know of anyone else in a similar situation and
would like us to coordinate some effort on their behalf or want
any more information on how you can help, write to
Zynk1000@aol.com or Lawanababy@aol.com.

We hope you all have a wonderful holiday season and look for-
ward to seeing you
at the Orlando Munch and/or ALCH!

Warm thoughts and wicked wishes,
Lawana and Woody




POWER LINES PAGE 15

3 mn
4 1 (
* + +
* +
5 22 2 2 ,
2 2 :
6 + +
* + +
/7 0 " :
L.
2%7/ 2 %

8 +5 2%7/




The Official Newsletter of The
Orlando Munch and Opex Group

P.0. Box 471372
Lake Monroe, FL 32747

Phone: 407-330-2184 (Leave a message)
Email; orlmunch@mindspring.com
Web: http://www.mindspring.com/~orlmunch

Board of Advisors

Gazelle: gazellel23@aol.com

Torville: Torville@mindspring.com
Rick: 71443.1351@compuserve.com
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Ms. Virgo: dreamer@totcon.com

Ms. Laura: mslaura@usa.net

Fluffy: fluffy@digital.net

lilone: sweetcs@totcon.com

Woody: zynk1000@aol.com

Diane: lapetimort@aol.com

Orlando

MUNCH

— D

The management of Ryan’s has asked us to ask you to
please eat something. Evidently, quite a few of the munch
attendees are only ordering drinks. Ryan’s has been kind
enough to allow us to meet there, they know who we are and
what we’re about, and it doesn’'t seem like to much to ask for
most of us to order something.

If you get the Mega-Bar, you can just graze for three hours...

$

ORLANDO MUNCH meets on the 4th Saturday of the month. Location is the
Ryan’s Restaurant on South Orange Blossom Trail (Hwy 441), just south of 1-4.
Time is 2-5 PM. We will not hold a munch in December, so the next munch will
be January 23rd.

O-PEX The Orlando Power Exchange, a Pansexual Discussion Group,
will meet on Saturday, December 19th, 2-4 PM, in the GLBCC bldg, lo-
cated at 714 E Colonial Dr (Hwy 50) in Orlando. The topic will be an-
nounced. This is an open discussion— please come and join us Call (407)
330-2184 for further information.

NEWCOMERS/BEGINNERS CLASSES- Will be held monthly at the
GLBCC bldg from noon to 2PM, immediately preceding the O-Pex meet-
ings.

MasT Meeting ...Discussion group held regularly on the 1st Sunday of
the month. For meeting location and further information, please contact
SybilKing@mindspring.com, or call the message line at 893-4144.

The Alternative Lifestyle Community Hall (ALCH) is now open for
BDSM parties only. The Dungeon is a 2500+ sq ft facility. For more infor-
mation, contact Kenny or Anne at 407-932-0777, or email at
ALCH407@aol.com. They also have a great website at www.alch.com.

THE ORLANDO MUNCH QUARTERLY PLAY PARTY is scheduled for
December 5th at ALCH. Cost is $10 per person, space is limited, and it is
by advance reservations ONLY! Send checks or money orders payable
to Cash to: Orlando Munch, POBox 471372, Lake Monroe FL 32747.

START MAKING PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR’S 3RD ANNIVERSARY
PARTY!!! Our anniversary celebration will be held on Daytona Beach on
April 30-May1lst, 1999. For ticket/reservation information, please contact
Gazelle at gazellel23@aol.com, or see our website at
www.mindspring.com/~orlmunch.




