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Gazelle's Corner

Welcome to the latest edition

of PowerLines, the newsletter
of the Orlando BDSM Munch

community. We wish you the

happiest of New Years, too!

| hope you all had a wonderful
holiday season. The response
to our Toy Drive, a benefit for
some less-advantaged children
of some of our very own
munch members, warmed my
heart. A big thanks go to
Lawana and Woody for
spearheading that drive, and to
all who contributed, our
heartfelt thanks to you as well.
Inside this issue are thank you
notes from the Moms and kids,
as well as from Lawana.

Speaking of a fundraiser, we
have been asked to help
support an upcoming bash
that will benefit the Life Project,
a Ryan White Act recipient. Mr.
Florida Leather 1999, Richard
Stife, is hosting a formal event
for the gay, straight, and
pansexual leather
communities. He is committed
to helping bring all these
communities together in unity
and brotherhood in leather. It
will take place on St Patrick's
Day, in Orlando. Information
regarding tickets is inside.

Interest has been growing
quickly over the upcoming
Anniversary Party in April.
Remember, folks, that the
reduced ticket price of $35 per
person is only good till

, and the hotel
fees must be in by then, too, to
insure you get a spot on the
party floors. There were many,
many people left out last year
who didn't get their
reservations and money in on
time. Don't wait till the last
minute and risk missing a great

party!
Lots of great stuff in this

month's newsletter.... happy
reading!

Gazelle

Scene with me,
baby... I'll be at
the Anniversary
Party!
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Butterscotch Fantasies by Gazelle

OK, you've found the play partner of your
dreams, the one that hits so many of your hot
buttons that it scares you... you want to pinch
yourself to make sure you really are not
actually dreaming! You share more and more
of yourself with this person each day, until you
finally think that it is safe to share that little
secret fantasy fetish, the one that niggles in
the back of your mind when you are all alone.
You share that deep, dark fantasy that has
been your secret friend for many years, and
your partner says, "Eeuuuwww!"

No need to go shopping for a new partner,
necessarily. Most of us will, in the course of
preliminary negotiations, get the general
boundaries defined on what we are looking for,
or perhaps more important, the hard limits to
stay away from. For instance, in the
negotiations that Torville and | began with, | let
him know that, although | knew that many
people really enjoyed age-play (i.e.: role play
involving Mommy/Daddy/little children role
playing), | was NOT one of them! | don't do
age play, | don't enjoy age play, | really need
to stay as far
away from age
role-playing as |
can get! So
Torville knew not
to come to me
late in the game
and share that,
unbeknownst to
me, he really secretly had a long-standing
fantasy about that, and that he wanted to
suddenly introduce that type of play into our
lives! (I am NOT saying that he has that
fantasy, mind you, this is merely an example).
We both knew that we shared most of the
general kinks that we both enjoyed, before
getting too seriously involved with each other.

“Does the partner with the

"offending” fantasy simply
bury it?”

But what about the fantasy that does not drive
your partner running from the room, but simply
is not their "cup of tea"? What does one do
then? Can one partner be expected to be
everything to the other? Does the partner with
the "offending" fantasy simply bury it, because
it's just that one little thing, and everything else

is so wonderful, so why risk it? Since most of
us have had fantasies about "regular" BDSM
activities most of our lives, and here we are,
getting lucky enough to make those fantasies
come true... do all fantasies (within reason)
have to come true? Will that one fantasy that
does the niggling cause a seismic shaking of
the foundation that your relationship is built
on? Important questions to ask oneself.

Some in the scene feel that one partner cannot
be expected to be an end-all and be-all. This
would certainly be the case for a Domme with
a male primary submissive who really wants to
dominate a female sub. Then the question that
needs to be addressed in negotiations is the
whole thing with multiples in the relationship...
what does that mean to both parties?
Obviously, the Domme and the sub would
need to have that be part of their negotiations,
what each partner feels about bringing another
person in and sharing that partner with
another. Many say they can do it, many know
themselves well enough to not even try.

Others in this lifestyle would try to change
themselves, in order to hang on to the "partner
of their dreams", and risk not being really true
to themselves. | have to admit, | did that
myself, years ago. Torville and | had a long
distance relationship at that time, both phone
and cyber. He was also talking to a submissive
up in VA. Being the incredibly insecure and
jealous submissive | was at the time, | was
very threatened by his conversations with her,
even though | knew that what he was primarily
talking to her about were things that | had
found either distasteful or too scary for me,
and thus not on the table. Hmmm.... What to
do? Well, | learned to like those things,
because | knew it would please him, but
mostly because | thought | had to try to be
everything for him! (yes, sometimes our
motives in submission are not always purely
directed towards the pleasing or service of our
dominants!) Funny thing is, that kind of play is
now one of our most favorite things to do, for
BOTH of us!

That situation worked out for us, but what of
(Continued on page 14)
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Mistress Laura’s Lashes

Greetings to all, and a Happy New Year! | do hope
that everyone had a wonderful holiday season and
that you're now ready for another year filled lots of
exciting BDSM related activities.

Please remember that this column presents my
views on BDSM related questions, and is not
necessarily representative of the beliefs of the
members of the Orlando Munch/OPEX, nor the
editor(s) of PowerLines.

This month’s question comes from a female
submissive. She writes asking about polyamorous
relationships. It would appear that her master (this
submissive says that she is collared to him, as well
as being married to him in the vanilla context) has
recently mentioned bringing another submissive,
preferably a female, into their relationship. This
woman is concerned about what another person
might bring into the relationship, and what conflicts
there might be. She also appears to be worried
that her master might dismiss her in favor of this
new submissive. Heavy topic, eh?

| am neither for nor against multi-member
relationships. | do, however, firmly believe that any
relationship is between the participants and
needs to be worked out between them. That
having been said, let us look at some of the
benefits and possible downfalls of a multi-
member relationship. First of all, and like all
things undertaken in the context of BDSM,
the relationship must be consensual on the
part of all participants. | do not know what
kind of contract, if any, exists between the
writer of the question and her owner. | would
assume, though, that it must not contain any clause
about bringing another partner into the relationship.
| would recommend that if such a contract exists
that it be renegotiated and agreed upon before
seriously pursuing the idea of bringing someone
else into the relationship.

My slave, who was once involved in a polyamorous
relationship, says that one of the main benefits of it
(it was a serious relationship, not just a one based
on play,) was that the participants had not just one
best friend, but two. When one of the members
had a bad day at work, they came home to two
people to receive hugs from, and two sets of ears
to listen, and two sets of hands to massage out the
kinks. Sounds fairly blissful, does it not? But he
also said that the relationship was much harder

“Is a new partner being

brought in to replace the
first, or as a supplement/
compliment to the first? “

than one with one other member, as there were
now two other people to try to communicate with,
and those two people had also to be
communicating. There was also the added conflict
of jealousy, where someone might be feeling left
out if two of the members wanted some time on
their own.

| personally feel that not only should the Master/
Mistress/Dominant in the relationship want to be
with the new submissive, but that the first, collared
submissive should also want to be with the new
participant. After all, if three people are going to be
living together and spending time together, all must
like, care for and respect each other, as well as
have enough common ground to form a friendship.

The writer of the question did not say why her
owner was interested in bring a new submissive
into the relationship, so | am having to guess at the
motivation. He might want a new sexual partner,
he might be looking for a companion for his
submissive, he might be wanting to start a harem,
he might be looking for someone to share some of
the housekeeping chores, etc., etc. The motivation
possibilities are endless. But at the core is a simple
guestion. Is a new partner
being brought in to replace
the first, or as a supplement/
complement to the first? If it
is the former, then | would
advise the first submissive
and her owner to end their
relationship before
implicating someone else in
it. If it is the latter, though,
some new questions arise. What would be the
roles of the participants? What reassurances
would the first submissive have that she was not
being edged out? What reassurances would the
new submissive have that she would be a full
participant and not just a passing fancy? What
would the dominant expect out of both of the
submissives? What would be the sexual and play
limits? Who would determine when and how the
two submissives would be alone together? How
would the relationship be explained to family
members, friends, and neighbors? Also, is the
original, two-sided relationship at a point where it is
stable? By “stable,” | mean to ask, are both
participants emotionally, physically and financially
secure? Do they have the time to devote to a new
(Continued on page 4)
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Mistress Laura’s Lashes

(Continued from page 3)

relationship? Are they comfortable enough to be
able to talk things through? Are they ready to
undertake the commitment of time and emotional/
mental turmoil that is involved in a new
relationship? For that is what bringing in a new
partner involves. This is not just an addition to an
existing relationship. It is a whole new relationship,
with many more dynamics.

| would strongly recommend that the question writer
and her owner sit down and discuss the above
stated questions, as well as any other concerns
they might have. The key in this relationship, like
any other, is communication.

Fears and desires must be

voiced, so they can be

dismissed and or taken care of.

Then, once they have ironed all

foreseeable problems, they

look, JOINTLY for another

partner, if they reach the

conclusion that bringing

someone new into the

relationship is a viable option. | emphasize “jointly”
because | feel that all parties must be comfortable

B8% 1, Bl du
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with each other, and while one person might be
blinded by the beauty of someone, the other person
might see a different side. Also, both parties, not
just the dominant, must genuinely be interested in
this new person. It is not a good idea for the first
submissive to just “go along” with the idea to keep
her owner happy. If her heart is not in it, then the
relationship will not work, no matter how good of an
actress she may be, and all of the participants will
be hurt. By the same token, the owner must be
sure that this is something they truly desire/need,
and not think that it is just something to experiment
with. In addition, the new submissive must be
ready to enter into a relationship with two people.

| have seen some polyamorous
relationships succeed, with all of the
involved participants having their desires
fulfilled, and feeling safe and secure and
happy. By the same token, | have seen
many more fail. It is not an impossible
situation, but one which needs to be
thought through and talked through. The
ones | have seen make it seem to have at
their core a center love and respect of the other
people involved. The ones that fail do so for a
myriad of reasons, from the original partner’s not
being able to adjust to a new person, the new
person not being able to fit in with the original two
participants, the new person being brought in as a
spur of the moment sort of acquisition, etc. Think
this through, as best you can, before seeking out a
new addition to your household!

Mistress Laura

Questions? Comments? E-mail them to:
mslaura@usa.net
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Newbie Column by Mistress Sherry

The Orlando Munch Third Anniversary Party is
just around the corner, and this presents a
wonderful opportunity for newcomers to the scene
to experience a beautiful aspect of D/s celebration.
This is a chance for all of us, those who have been
around for years as well as newcomers, to join
together for good times, learning, and sharing.

It can be rather daunting to approach a group of
people in a setting such as this, especially if you
don’t know many others. So how can you
maximize the experience for yourself?

First, please remember that while many people
you observe may seem to have not the remotest
interest in helping out a new person with their first
party experience, this is most likely not the case.
As you observe people, find those you'd be drawn
to, either on the basis of their scene interests or
personality traits. At a convenient opening in
conversation, introduce yourself briefly and mention
something about the other person that interests
you.

A party such as this one will be a wonderful
place to observe some of the very important
elements of protocol you'll need to learn and
be comfortable with. Some of these elements
are:

progress, please respect

1. When a scene is in progress, please
respect the intimate space that is created
between its participants. This is a very
important time, and includes not only the
actual scene play, but also the pre-scene
negotiations and the after-scene
“decompression” time.

2. Toys belong to their owner, and are not out
for public display. If you see a toy that interests
you, find a time when its owner is not otherwise
occupied, then politely ask if you could look at it.
And please do not be offended if your request is
denied...some people just prefer not to have their
toys handled by others. You might just ask a
guestion or two about its origin or use instead.

3. The term “Master” or “Mistress” are usually
reserved as terms of respect between a domme/
dom and their sub. While there is some difference
of opinion on this, it is most safe to ask someone
how they wish to be addressed rather than just
making an assumption that could turn out to be

“When a scene is in

the intimate space that is

created between its

incorrect. For example, if my name tag says
“Mistress Sherry”, that is how | prefer to be
addressed. If it just says “Sherry”, | prefer that. In
neither case, however, do | wish to be addressed
as “Mistress” by someone other than my own
submissive. As | said, there is some difference of
opinion here, but asking how someone wishes to
be addressed is always the best way.

4. You will see many people in many different
states of dress/undress. Just because someone
has a part of their body exposed that is not usually
exposed does not mean they are inviting casual
contact. Look look look (politely of course), but
most of all respect someone else’s right to be
dressed as they wish.

These are just a few of the basic things you'll
want to remember at your first scene party, whether
it is our Third Anniversary Party or another one.

| spoke about the Anniversary Party being a
good place for learning. There are quite a few
workshops planned during the morning and
afternoon on the day of the party, and one will be
specifically a Newcomer’s Workshop. If you haven’t
made one of our other
Newcomer's Meetings, or
even if you have, please join
us for pertinent discussion
that will help make your party
experience a wonderful one
that you'll enjoy to the
utmost.

participants”

If you have topics you'd like
to see addressed in this column, or any other
newcomer issues you'd like to discuss, please feel
free to email me at sherrylynn@mindspring.com.

The next Orlando Munch Newcomer’s Meeting
will be held February 20th, from noon till 2 at the
GLCS building. The regular OPEx meeting will
follow immediately.

Mistress Sherry
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Thank You Notes from the Toy Drive Recipients

Hi Everyone!

Thanks so much to everyone who participated in the BDSM toydrive. As you can tell by the letters from the
Moms and kids, your efforts were very much appreciated.

| believe that acts of kindness and compassion have a snowball effect and your acts of kindness not only
have made this Christmas special for four little boys; these acts are seeds that will continue to blossom in

ways that will touch others as well.

Continue to be good to each other and take heart in the love and caring that connects us all.

Warm thoughts and wicked wishes,

Hi gazelle,

This is a thank note to those who
helped out with the gift giving for our
kids. Please print this in the
newsletter, please gazelle.

Thank You one and all for the
wonderful Christmas you helped us
give to our kids. It showed the true
meaning of Christmas and made us
believe that others do care more
then we thought. The joy we saw on
the kids’ faces Christmas day was a
moment we wish we could share
with those who helped out. A
Special thanks to the ones who put
this program in operation. We wish
we could thank each and everyone
who helped in person.

Our Best wishes and may all
your dreams come true very soon

MasterDragon and subval

Lawana

Dear Ann,

| just wanted to say thank you again to you and to all the
people that helped my boys have a good Christmas this
year. | never expected to find myself in the position | was
in this year but | guess things happen. As it turned out, it
will be a Christmas that | will always remember, not only
because of the Joy my children got out of it this year, but
because of the gift | received as well. A renewal of both
my Christmas spirit and my belief in the goodness of man.
To all that contributed to making this a joyous year for us, |
can only say thank you from the bottom of my heart. May
god, Buddha or whatever deity you believe in bless you for
your kindness.

(Following are letters my Boys wrote to thank Santa for
their gifts this year.)

Dear St.Nick,

Thank you for the presents. You are the best Santa in the
whole world.l adord the presents alot. We got to go
outside and play with our rumote control cars. (i ran over
my moms toes.) We played star wars and my brother won.
Here is a trivea question: (who was the second presedent
and who brought you presents when you were a boy?

Sincerly,

Dennis (Age 8)

Dear St. Nick
thak you for all the giftes and thay are cool and
starwers is my favit.

love Timothy (Age 6)




POWER LINES

PAGE 7

In My Humble Opinion by Woody

(A look at BDSM from the bottom)

As many of you know, | am a male sub
with a long history in BDSM. It has been a
lifestyle that | have enjoyed for over 24
years, and | have had the pleasure of
being party to many wonderful experiences
in that time. Some might even say | have
had the opportunity to see it all in that time.
Well, we all know life is learning, and
learning is growth, and the more | have
experienced and learned, the more there is
to learn, as | see it. But | would like to
share a few thoughts and ideas with
everyone. | ask you to remember it is only
my opinion, but | hope you find value in it.

The thing about submission that comes to
mind is the relationship between the D/s
partners. It is the need a sub has to find
joy and pleasure from their role in being
pleasing to their Master / Mistress. In
finding ways to care for our Doms, we can
truly feel fulfilled and complete.

| have found that the other side of that is
the need of a Dominant to give care and
nurturing love for that person that has
given the precious gift of submission to
them.

It is to the subs that | wish to address this
article. In that, | hope to share my insights
on some of the pitfalls we face in our D/s
relationships.

If, as a sub, we lose our perspective,
forgetting our role and purpose in the
relationship, we can often find ourselves
disappointed and disenchanted. We may
begin to see our opportunities to care for
our Doms as a task or duty. When this
happens, we begin to find fault with the
person we serve. This isn't the fault of the

person we are partnered with, it is our own
loss of purpose that often makes us find
fault with that special person we admire so
much. We should not look to our Dom for
rewards for being what we are. The
rewards of submission are the opportunity
to serve and the pleasure of giving.

One other "self laid" snare that seems to
entangle us is placing our Dominant in an
unrealistic light, the propensity of a sub to
expect perfection from the one they serve.
After all, are they not perfect in our eyes?
The truth is, we may choose to see them
as perfect, but they are still human and fall
to human frailties.

| think it important to remember that
because a person chooses to be a leader
and a care giver does not give them the
ability to read minds, always be strong,
always make the right decision, or appear
flawless in our eyes. Often we as subs,
when we begin to lose perspective, begin
to see fault where there is none. Itisn't a
crime to be human ourselves, but we do
need to be mindful of these tendencies
and be willing to refocus our energy. We
can often find complete satisfaction and
joy in what was drudgery only moments
before. This is easy to do by examining
our own hearts and minds, and looking for
a better way to perceive the situation. After
all, D/s relationships are something very
special. But they are relationships, and
require the same care and effort to make it
a rewarding experience for both or all
partners. Remember; don’t be too quick to
find fault with another as you may find your
own faults harder to accept under the
same light. Try to see that person with the
same eyes you used when you first met,
that always warms my heart and causes
me to soften my view of "Their Offence".




PAGE 8

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11

Interview with Woody by Mistress Sherry

Following is an interview with woody,
who’s known on AOL as Zynk1000 and on
IRC as frisky . He’s been a part of the
Orlando Munch Group for almost a year,
though his experience in the scene is of a
much longer duration.

Woody got his training as a submissive in
an “old guard” setting in a city away from
his home when he was 19, and he spent
many years in a much different
environment that the one most of us
currently know. Today,
woody faces the unique
challenge of learning to
live his life while losing
most of his sight, which is
a real challenge in all
areas, including his role as
a submissive.

$
Since | was 19, and I'm 43 now, so that
would be 24 years.

$ %N& *

For the most part. Like anybody else, there
are times when life slows down in different
areas, but it has always been a big part of

my life, yes.

$ %& ~
( #
$

This is one of those areas that becomes, is
it personal experience or is it the way
things have gone. I've always been in a
pretty segregated environment wherever
I've been. What | see today over the last
couple of years as I've stepped into a more
public arena is substantially different than
what | was accustomed to, yes.

“The ability to feel like |

have in some way

or easier or more fulfilled...”

Things seem more open, realistic, real life |
guess is the word I'm looking for. Peoples’
involvements with each other seem to put
the D/s relationship as part of their
relationships as opposed to being the
primary segment of it. Whereas | have
known people that were very much real
people, the interactions between me as a
sub and them as a Dominant or another
sub always were guided by that factor.
Now it is more just personalities
and less ritual. That’s probably the
primary difference.

contributed to making 1

another person’s life happier

No, actually it was something that |
was not really thoughtful of at all.
Interestingly enough, in a world where
BDSM was a real quiet closed
environment, when | was a young man, my
first relationship of any substance was with
a woman who was Dominant and was
strongly into BDSM as a lifestyle. It was
through her that | became involved in the
lifestyle, not altogether by my choosing,
but it is something that | took to. | guess
I've never known much else, so it’s kind of
hard to say if | would not have found it on
my own along the way anyway. | certainly
fit in well.

#

The ability to feel like | have in some way
contributed to making another person’s life
happier or easier or more fulfilled. The
ability to give and feel like I've contributed
to someone else’s life, the comfort that |
get from being appreciated. Those are
the lifestyle aspects. Oh, and | love the

(Continued on page 9)
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Interview with Woody by Mistress Sherry

(Continued from page 8)

play!

&, #$
#

It has to be. Whether by choice or not, it is
a huge part of who and what | am. |
have friends outside of the
community. I've always worked and
been involved in the community
outside of the BDSM people that |
know, so it’s not that it has to be part
of every relationship, but if | have a
romantic interest, someone | want to
be with, it has to be there. | don’t have
any desire to experience or experiment in
another lifestyle; non-BDSM relationships
seem gray, dull compared to what | have
had.

$ ¥

It does not change my heart, but it worries
my mind. I've always enjoyed the ability to
do little things, pour a drink for somebody,
light a cigarette, chat with somebody who
is sitting off in a corner at a social
gathering, be a friend to a lot of people,

“But I'll always be what |

am , I'll always do the best

| can, and | think those are

the important things”

make my Mistress look good by doing well
and taking care of her needs in public,
being able to recognize a situation where
attention is needed, and if it is not being
given, to be able to step up and hand a
blanket to somebody or to pour that drink. |
don’t see very far any
more, | don’t see
expressions on people’s
faces. It makes
communicating with
them harder. | tend to
spill when 1 try to pour
drinks, so I've kind of
backed off of doing that.
Those things bother me. But I'll always be
what | am , I'll always do the best | can,
and | think those are the important things.

) $ #
%N& < # * t
That kind of changes with the wind,
doesn't it? | enjoy bondage scenarios,
sensual play, role playing. And humiliation.
| enjoy the intimacy of play in general.
When you play with someone, the
closeness that's there, the connection.
That's something I've learned recently can
be part of what happens, and it makes it
(Continued on page 10)
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Interview with Woody by Mistress Sherry

(Continued from page 9)

incredible. Physical types of play, | love
playing on the edge. | enjoy a meandering
river for a short period of time, but | want to
shoot the rapids. | want to be biting the tip
of my tongue to keep from safewording the
whole time. | want the confidence to know
that if | have to safeword, that | can do
that. That kind of play environment is, at
least for me, a place | can only go with
somebody | have a relationship with. It's
not that | don’t enjoy, to a certain extent,
playing with others. In

order to play on the edge,

though, you've got to know

the person well.

T # $!

| don’t know that | have a

particularly favorite toy. The floggers are
awesome, but they are part of the
meandering river, for the most part. | know
there are heavier floggers that are
intended to be more intense, but that's not
something that takes me where | like to be
usually. Mistress does love her canes!
That was something | was very afraid of for
a very long time, it was a punishment tool
in my past, and it was something that we
grew me to overcome together. Now
they’ve become a rather enjoyable part of
our play. | like things that fall against the
skin, striking toys, like canes, paddles,
quirts, and Mistress’s viper. Clips and
clamps and things that go pinch aren’t
really a big thrill for me, except that they do
tend to get you up on the edge pretty
quick. I also love CBT and chains. | can
get lost in pulling against them and
struggling. Being 6 foot 2 and over 250
pounds I like the weight and sturdiness of
steel over rope. Hmm...favorite toy...I
don’t know if it's considered a toy, but |

think I'd have to say the St. Andrews
Cross.

& # $ &, #
Oh, yes! There’s nothing like watching the
exchange of dominants in a group playing.
| love watching and listening to them,
Torville is a great example, he’s such a
performer. But now that | think about it, if |
was to say I've ever seen humor, it would
have been with Torville and gazelle, their
exchanges are wonderful, they play so
well. Mistress and | have had a few
“oops” that we’ve chuckled through,
but typically our play is so intense
that humor does not really get into
it that much. But BDSM and BDSM
play is not a religious act, it's not a
sexual act, although it can be
sensual. This is my opinion, | know
other people feel different. | love the humor
that can be experienced, but | enjoy it
while seated the bench, not from when I'm
face down on it. It's something that is
usually a whisper in the background while
a couple play and the sub is usually off in
space and isn’'t aware of the goings on. |
think that's as it should be, let the sub find
their space to enjoy while the Doms enjoys
themselves in their own way

During my separation, | started chatting on
line a little. | met a sub in Tallahassee,
turned out she and | shared a lot in
common, and we ended up spending quite
a bit of time together. She spent a lot of
time on line, and she met this, to quote
her, “absolutely awesome lady that you
just absolutely have to talk to!” And with an
introduction like that, | had to. I think we
spoke for about ten minutes on line, and
from then on it was pretty much talking on
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
the telephone. The first time | heard her
voice | knew she was something special.
There is a kindness and fullness and
confidence in her that I've never seen
packaged so completely in one person.
She inspired me to feel good about myself
without even trying. She obviously felt
good about herself. We enjoyed our
conversations, and chose to meet. We
actually met for the first time at the
Anniversary Munch in Daytona in 1998.
The whole experience was so magical,
from the first time | spoke to her on the
phone to the first time | saw her. We spent
time together at the munch that evening,
just talking, chatting, sitting on the beach,
and getting to know each other. It was a
wonderful experience. It was kind of
obvious that we would have to go further
with each other and see what kind of
relationship might develop. | have to admit
to a certain amount of hesitation. |
was dealing with some issues as far
as a recent separation and divorce, a
rocky relocation effort, and | was not
sure that then was a good time to be
getting involved in a relationship, but
I'm glad | did, it was definitely the
right person at the right time.

#
This isn’t an effort to say anything negative
about anyone in a specific geographic area
or anything, or any group specifically. My
past experience in BDSM was a bit sterile,
it lacked a lot of the intimacies that I've
come to realize can exist in a BDSM
relationship. I've only been with five
mistresses, and other then my current
Mistress, | stayed within a closed circle of
people. Theirs was a very tight knit, closed

feelings can be cared
about, my needs can be
cared about...”

community, we kept to ourselves real tight
because we did not expand very openly in
that city, Tally was and is very
conservative. Since we were primarily
involved in the lesbian community, we
really had to keep out of public view. There
was a coolness in the relationships -
maybe it's because | was a man in a
women’s social group. | felt friendships to
a certain extent, and certainly a closeness,
but never the intimacy that I've learned
now. | found that growing over the last
year. The growth I've experienced in this
relationship has been finding those new
intimacies, those new ways to be, the fact
that because I'm a sub does not make me
subhuman, that my feelings can be cared
about, my needs can be cared about. That
| can have a place in the relationship of
some importance is kind of a new aspect
for me, and learning through that has been
the thing that has been the most important.

“...the fact that because § —
I'm a sub does not make
me subhuman, that my $

#$ $1 $.%

$ 3
It is an emblem of
submission for me that |
learned during my
training in Jacksonville. The necklace itself
is a crescent moon. | wear it as a symbol
of my submission. In my mind, | see
Dominants like stars or the sun, and | see
subs as the moon. The moon is a
complete body by itself, it would orbit
whatever planet it was around and do all
the things that it does on its own. The sun
can exist by itself and shine brightly. But in
the reflection on the moon of the light that
the sun has, it becomes more. The moon,
or the sub, shines brighter, is more fulfilled,
more complete, and also the fact that the
(Continued on page 12)
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moon reflects the light of the sun makes
the sun more complete as well. In being
more fulfilled, they fulfill the environment
that they exist in, and affect the people
they are around. | used to believe that a
sub or the moon had no light of its own to
shine without a Dominant. | had someone
tell me rather harshly, that's so wrong, and
then when | met Mistress she also said so
similarly in a different way, that’s just not
true, that a sub is his own person, has to
be. As I've learned the

differences in

relationships, | see that

more clearly now.

& $
# 9

# (

#

Yes, I'd love to if she’d tell me what it was!
Mistress plans to collar me at this
Anniversary Munch. That is something that
is very dear to me. I've worn but two
collars in my life, and hers will be the most
significant. | really look forward to it.

& $

Submission is like any other part of life.
We grow or we stagnate. My life
has been extremely full. | have
enjoyed my life in a lot of ways. |
have the pleasure of being around
people that are open-minded and
accepting of each other, and aren’t
held back by a lot of the traditional

(Continued on page 13)
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restraints. In a lot of ways, I've
experienced a substantial amount that
most people may never. But the thing that
I've learned the most in life, and in BDSM,
is don’t ever figure you've got a handle on
it, because about 3 seconds after you
make that decision, somebody is going to
do something to remind you just how little
you know! It's in the learning and growing
that we live, and | enjoy that aspect of my
life. So yes, | see myself continuing to
grow.

ww - $
/ # 0

Right now it's three years old, and in a lot
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of ways it’s like a 3-year-old child. There’s
a huge world out there of possibilities, and
it's reaching for every one of them just as
fast as it can spin around in a circle. The
Annual Munch is a wonderful event, and
it's something that I'm sure will continue to
grow. Right now it’s at a point where it's
probably as good as it can get, because
there’s a lot of fun, a lot of excitement, a
lot of people, but yet it's still intimate
enough to really be close, most everybody
knows each other at some level. That's
going to continue to grow. The socializing,
the gathering, the once a month meeting is
another great thing, and | see that
probably not changing a lot, that type of
gathering usually does not grow hugely in
numbers. If anything, it's always going to
be a core group and a number of people
coming and going as time goes along, and
that's as it should be. There are
opportunities for the Munch Group to be
instructive and based in education, trying
to give the security of base knowledge to
new people coming into the environment,
and right now BDSM seems to be a bit of
the “soup du jour”. It's important, because
the things we do can be very dangerous,
less physically than emotionally and
psychologically. There are also the
exchanges - one of the things I'm looking
forward to the most is one of the
workshops that has been proposed for the
Anniversary Munch on flogging
techniques. It's not an instructive class as
much as it is an opportunity to exchange
ideas and learn from each other. In that
way, | see so many of the people out there
in the community having so much to offer
to each other, I'd really like to see that kind
of workshop become a regular thing, not
just restricted to the Anniversary Munch.
But to a certain extent, there’s a limiting factor

(Continued on page 14)
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of numbers. We're not traditionally a huge portion of the populace in any geographic location.
Computers have helped a lot in bringing us together, and letting a lot of us come out of the closet,
so to speak. But at the same time, there’s that opportunity to sit down in the same room and talk,
and exchange ideas person to person, that's important. It's going to take leadership, all the needs
can’'t be met immediately. We can’t reach out as a munch group in every direction at once. | think
there’s going to need to be some decisions on which direction to pursue initially, and to put more

energy in that direction, at least immediately, and then to come back around and find other
directions to go in, either in addition to or reallocate resources in a different direction.

Thanks so much, woody, for sharing these insights about yourself!

(Continued from page 2)

the times that it can not be handled as easily?
Can one submissive be "chocolate" and
another be "butterscotch"... the Dominant
liking the thought of having chocolate every
day, but occasionally enjoying the decadent
taste of butterscotch? Is that really a threat to
chocolate? What of the chocolate who thinks
he/she needs to change into butterscotch,
because he/she thinks their dominant wants
that instead? This also applies to the
submissive with the "chocolate” Dom/me, too.
What does a Dominant do when the
submissive of their dreams really wants to
make certain fantasies come true, but it's not
something that they, the Dominant, are
comfortable with? Yes, Dominants DO get to
have limits, too! The dominant does want their
submissive happy, bottom line. As an
example, what of the Domme, who loves her
sub, and wants to give her sub all that he
wants. But say the sub really wants to try a
scene involving anal fisting. They may have
negotiated anal play, as in her using a strap-
on, but the Domme is not comfortable with the
idea of fisting. Does the Dominant demand
that the sub give up that request forever, or
does she learn to like it, or perhaps even try to
find someone else to provide that one little
thing? Again, here we go into the poly-
relationship question. Does the submissive
become a martyr-like figure and say "it's not
really THAT important, | suppose... even
though I have fantasized about it all my life
*sigh*...". Does he/she try to make the
dominant feel guilty about not getting their

way? Or worse yet, try to get that niggle
stroked in secret by someone else! And what
happens if the one partner with the fantasy
tells themself that this is simply an itch that
needs to be scratched, just the one time, to
make it go away, and they then find out that it
is something that they want and need on a
regular basis? Questions, guestions and more
questions.... (Torville says that | ask too many
questions and don‘t give enough answers).

One final thing to keep in mind here is the fact
that our lifestyle demands constant full
communication and honesty. Yes, many times
the bar gets raised, over and over, with each
of us finding things previously thought not to
our liking, slowly becoming like second nature.
The submissive who swore that he/she would
not ever want to try fire play, sees someone
writhing in ecstasy while their Top draws erotic
lines of fire on the breasts, stomach and
thighs... and begins to possibly reconsider
their own refusal to consider that type of play.
If we can keep the communication lines open
and flowing during this process, each partner
can do nothing but learn more about

themselves and the other.
Gazelle
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Rock My Heart — A St. Patrick’s Day Extravaganza

\AAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAA,/
: (a benefit for the LIFE PROJECT a Ryan White Act recipient)

: A formal event for the gay, straight, Pansexual communities, hosted by = +

1 222, Richard Stife, as an effort to bring our communities together in unity
@ and brotherhood. The event, which is formal or leatherwear, will commence with
¥ cocktails at 7:00 PM during which a Silent Auction to benefit the Leather Archives
¥ and Museum will be conducted. Our silent auction is proud to offer such items as a

4 ! . % % $ : and items
¥ from the renowned Magical team of ) 3 . A fantastic dinner show will
: follow at 8:30. Our show will feature a variety of actors, actresses, singers, dancers,

M and a fetish segment to entertain you. The Ball that follows will feature all of today's
v $bythe ## &4 Lt " . Our goal at this event
@ is to raise an estimated $80,000 for the Life Project and $10,000 for the Leather

@ Archives. Tickets go on sale January 18th at Absolute Leather in Orlando.
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Schedule for Upcoming OPEXx Meetings

Topic Date
Polyamorous Relationships February 20th
Edgeplay March 20th
Names & Labels — Who am 1? April 17th
Exploring GOR May 15th

Rope Bondage Techniques June 19th

Gender Bending July 17th

First Amendment Issues with David Wasserman August 21st

Role Play September 18th

Coming Out to Friends and Family October 16th
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Eat at Ryan’s!

The management of Ryan’s has asked us to ask you to
please eat something. Evidently, quite a few of the munch
attendees are only ordering drinks. Ryan’s has been kind
enough to allow us to meet there, they know who we are and
what we’re about, and it doesn’'t seem like to much to ask for
most of us to order something.

If you get the Mega-Bar, you can just graze for three hours...

Announcements

;1<=& ">=7 meetson the 4th Saturday of the month. Location is the
Ryan’s Restaurant on South Orange Blossom Trail (Hwy 441), just south of 1-4.
Time is 2-5 PM. We will not hold a munch in December, so the next munch will
be February 27.

9)@A The Orlando Power Exchange, a Pansexual Discussion Group,
will meet on Saturday, February 20th, 2-4 PM, in the GLBCC bldg.,
located at 714 E Colonial Dr (Hwy 50) in Orlando. The topic will be
“Polyamorous Relationships“. This is an open discussion— please come
and join us Call (407) 330-2184 for further information.

=@""? "@; ,%0/8==@; ?1< @ -Willbe held monthly at the
GLBCC bldg. from noon to 2PM, immediately preceding the O-Pex
meetings.

= 3F ...Discussion group held regularly on the 4th
Wednesday of the month. For meeting location and further information,
please contact SybilKing@mindspring.com, or call the message line at
834-6129.

3 < 1 ? 5<1? T7is now open for
BDSM parties only. The Dungeon is a 2500+ sq. ft facility. For more
information, contact Kenny or Anne at 407-932-0777, or email at
ALCH407@aol.com. They also have a great website at www.alch.com.

3<;3 "<C=/ )1<= ; =@A3 -@<;( ;& <==8D@; <;-
) <; 3-EEE Our anniversary celebration will be held on Daytona Beach on
April 30-May 1st, 1999. For ticket/reservation information, please contact
Gazelle at gazellel23@aol.com, or see our website at
www.mindspring.com/~orlmunch.

"T"@% B3@ <?@1B 3E Yes, Torville has been dusting The Exchange,
adding new paint and cleaning out some pesky cobwebs. Come see!
Also — very soon, we will have a BBS and dedicated chat room! Oo00!
That website again is:

t # 8% F $

By the way, that case-sensitive... lower case, please.




