
The education arm of this community 
is very important to Torville,  myself, 
and the Advisory Board. We want to 
see a deepening commitment here to 
mentoring, to teaching basics before 
getting to the flashy “fun stuff”. We 
should look to groups who have been 
around for a long time, not 
necessarily to copy them, but to find 
out what they have done to be 
successful, what has worked for them 
and why, and what has not worked 
as well. Learn from other’s lessons, 
as well as from ours. I would like to 
see deep bonds established and 
nurtured between our group and 
others around the region. We are one 
leather community, one tribe, one 
family.  
 
This issue is chock-full of interesting 
items for your reading pleasure. We 
are blessed to have columns by 
Torville, Sir Adam, Ms Laura, Frisky, 
an anonymous writer (who I’d love to 
see something from every month!) 
and MsSherry’s usual wonderful 
interview. (seems she convinced 
Torville and I to sit down and talk with 
her one night, telling us that you all 
would be interested in what we had 
to say…. Unfortunately, Torville is the 
strong, silent type...or is it that I am 
the chatty one in this relationship???)  
I hope you enjoy the newsletter, and 
if you are in Daytona with us right 
now...put DOWN the newsletter and 
go have FUN! 
 
 

GazelleGazelleGazelleGazelle    

Welcome to this month’s issue of 
PowerLines, the newsletter of the 
Orlando BDSM Munch community.  
 
And welcome also to our Third 
Anniversary Party… Happy 
Anniversary To Us! We extend our 
welcome to all who have traveled 
here to help us celebrate. We think 
you all will enjoy what we have in 
store for you! *wink* 
 
As we gather this month to mark our 
third year, we can take this 
opportunity to assess where we are, 
compared to where we thought we’d 
be. We also, as a community,  can 
look to the future, turning our sights 
to growth, to change, to refinements 
of the ways things may have been 
done in the past.  
 
We’ve seen a growth in attendance 
at the O-Pex meetings. We’re trying 
to offer interesting and informative 
topics, on subjects that many will find 
useful in their exploration into this 
lifestyle. For example, the next OPEx 
will focus on the Gorean style of the 
scene, with many in attendance who 
relate to the words in those books, 
and who attempt to live out the 
philosophies therein. Other upcoming 
topics include Rope Bondage, 
Gender Bending, and a discussion of 
Role Playing. We appreciate the 
wonderful feedback that we’ve gotten 
on the discussion group, and also on 
the Beginners classes we hold each 
month as well. If you have a topic you 
would like us to cover, please feel 
free to let us know. Better yet,  
volunteer to help moderate the 
discussion!   

Gazelle’s CornerGazelle’s CornerGazelle’s CornerGazelle’s Corner    
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serious scenes between committed life partners, 
merit that some time for closeness. 
 
Now before this turns into a “tops are clueless” 
column, I will say that this cuts both ways.  I have 
done scenes where the bottom has (after a while) 
got up, said, “Gee, that was great!” and left!  That 
was not satisfying at all.  Aftercare goes both ways, 
letting both top and bottom come back from the 
emotionally vulnerable space they have been 
playing in. 
 
Not to bang this drum every column, but it comes 
back to communication and negotiation.  We’re so 
careful to document every toy that can/should/you’d 
better damn well keep that away from me/should 
not be used, but we focus so tightly on the 
mechanics of the scene itself we miss discussing 
the surrounding emotional structure, the frame 
around the picture. 
 
It can be awkward — aftercare can be more 
personal that the scene it preceded.  In casual 
environments, the “good enough for public play” 
limits can be sketched out in a few minutes; you 
don’t necessarily know the other person that well.  
But try and take a few minutes out and trade hugs. 

I was speaking with a bottom the other day, and the 
subject of aftercare came up.  For those of you who 
are new to scene terminology, “aftercare” is the 
phase of a scene that takes place after all the 
beating, torturing, waxing and what-have-you is 
completed and the bottom is resting comfortably in 
the arms/at the feet of their loving play partner and 
basking in the warm afterglow of a scene done 
right, drifting in and out of consciousness and 
reality, born lightly on the wings of endorphins. 
 
This is the wrong time for the top to “see what’s on 
TV“. 
 
You see, after you take a bottom apart into their 
components, it is ever so helpful and polite to assist 
in putting them back together again.  He/she is 
probably going to want to know if they have done a 
good job — did they take the pain well, is the top 
pleased with them, did the top have fun?  Aftercare 
is when this kind of reassurance takes place. 
 
The bottom I was speaking with, unfortunately, kept 
running across tops not familiar with this concept, 
and was unsatisfied with being let out of restraints 
with only a “thanks”.  She feels that all scenes, be 
they “play” scenes between newly met friends or 

Torville’s Soapbox Torville’s Soapbox Torville’s Soapbox Torville’s Soapbox –––– Aftercare Aftercare Aftercare Aftercare    
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and C) I wanted to educate people that this is 
a viable, healthy, nurturing way of living and D) 
I always was and still am the rebel, and I love 
to surprise people.  Of course, I was very 
discriminating, and continue to be so, in whom 
I “came out” to.  There are certain people in 
my life who have no need to know what 
transpires the moment that I walk in the front 
door of my home.  But people that I consider to 
be friends, and family members that I am close 
to, well, I figured that they had a right to know 
what was going on.  And, perhaps more 
importantly, I had a right not to have to hide 
my “real” self from them. 
 
I brought up the subject slowly, and tried to be 
gentle when telling the news.  Remember that 
my purpose was to let them know why I was 
so happy, not to scare them, not to make them 
think that I’d gone off the deep end, and, most 
certainly, not to alienate them.  The first 
person that I really told was my mother.  We 
sat down, over a cup of tea (how Victorian!) 
and we talked about the BDSM community 

and the different aspects 
of it.  When I told her that 
my main interest was in 
the Domination and 
submission end of things, 
and that I was a 
“dominant,” the first words 
out of her mouth were 
“What took you so long?!”  

You could have knocked me over with a 
feather.  But she went on to explain that she 
always knew I was “this” way, since birth, and 
that she was glad to now have a word to 
associate with my personality, as well as being 
happy for me that I had found a community in 
which I could so comfortably be myself.  She 
had some concerns about the safety end of 
things, and we discussed the credo of “Safe, 
Sane and Consensual,” and I explained to her 
that I wasn’t going to be going into seedy bars 
and picking up strange men and beating them 
black and blue.  I also was able to show her 
how the media portrayal of the lifestyle was not 

(Continued on page 4) 

Hello, Dear Readers, 
 
I must apologize for the absence of my column 
in the last issue of PowerLines.  Somehow 
time just got away from me, last month, and I 
forgot to send in my submission.  Sheesh.  I 
need a new memory! 
 
On a different note, I have been informed that 
this issue of PowerLines will be distributed at 
the Anniversary Party, and I do hope that 
everyone reading this is having or had a 
wonderful time. 
 
As always, please remember that the contents 
of this column are merely my ideas and beliefs 
about the BDSM lifestyle and are not 
necessarily representative of those of the 
editors of PowerLines or the Orlando BDSM 
Munch/OPEx.   
 
Now on to this month’s topic.  The idea arose 
out of a conversation that I had with some 
friends.  We were discussing the idea of 
“coming out” to family and friends.  
Contained within that discussion were 
questions about why someone would 
want to come out, how should someone 
come out, what could be the best result 
in having done so, what could be the 
worst, and what would happen if they 
didn’t come out.  
 
So, why would we, the followers of the BDSM 
lovestyle, want to come out to a family 
member or a friend?  The answers to that are 
as numerous as there are people in this 
community.  I can only answer as to why I 
came out.  Quite simply, I had discovered 
something which brought me great joy and I 
wanted to let the people who mattered to me 
know why it was that I was suddenly feeling 
more fulfilled and taking a greater delight in 
life.  Of course, there were also the 
considerations that A) I didn’t want to have to 
“act” vanilla when surrounded by the people I 
love and B) I didn’t want to have to hide 
something that was an innate part of my being 

Mistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s Lashes    

“...I had discovered 
something which 
brought me great 

joy…” 
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accurate.  Eventually, I gave her “Exit to Eden” 
to read, cautioning her that it was not the 
titillating sex scenes that she needed to be 
concentrating on, so much as the idea that 
there could be love between a Dominant and a 
submissive or slave.  She read the book and 
handed it back to me saying that she’d 
enjoyed it.  After coming out to her, I then 
came out to my sister, who took the news fairly 
well (it later came out that she and her fiancé 
have an interest in bondage,) and then I told 
my two closest friends.  One of them later told 
me that she’d always been “interested” in 
BDSM, but thought that there was something 
wrong with her and that once she saw that I 
was comfortable with it, she felt better about 
herself.  The other friend was supportive, but 
said that the lifestyle didn’t really interest her.  I 
respected that and we’ve managed to remain 
close. 
 
But what if my family and friends had reacted 
negatively when I told them the news?  I can’t 
imagine them having that reaction, but it is 
always a possibility.  However, I was careful in 
how I brought up the subject, and I only told 
people that I knew were open-minded, that 
loved me, and that I knew I could trust.  There 
were many others I didn’t tell and that I never 
will tell.  They either are too close-minded, to 
judgmental, or I don’t feel that they have any 
business knowing about my personal life.  One 
of the dividing lines that I have found, between 
friends that I tell and friends that I don’t tell, is 
based on whether or not I would have them 
spend the night at my house.  If I care about 
them and trust them enough to let them share 
my living space, then I usually let them know 
that I live an alternative lifestyle, and then I 
wait to see if they show any interest.  If they 
don’t, the subject is dropped.  If they do, then 
we usually end up having a good discussion 
about the lifestyle and what it is all about.  I’ve 
made some “converts” and educated others, in 
this manner.  There are, of course, exceptions 
to this rule about people who I’d have stay the 
night in my house.  The most obvious 

(Continued from page 3) 

Mistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s Lashes    
exception is family members who are close-
minded.  After all, we can chose our friends but 
not our families, as the old saying goes.  I have 
many family members who do not know, for 
one reason or another, about this lifestyle.  I 
also remind myself that the “consensual” term 
in the “Rules” means that not only are the 
people actively involved consenting to the 
practice, but that the people around them are 
consenting, as well.  For this reason I would 
never lead my slave around Disney World with 
a leash.  Yes, the idea has its appeal, and a 
very definite humiliation value, but the other 
people at the park would not have given their 
consent to watch such a thing occur.  Do you 
see my point?  We should not force this way of 
living down the throats of someone who would 
be offended by it.  That does more harm than 
good, to all concerned.  Back to the original 
question, though.  I did have one somewhat 
bad experience in my “coming out” when I told 
someone, that I loved and trusted, about 
BDSM.  They reacted very negatively and were 
not able to see that this was an “okay” thing.  
Our friendship suffered and we have since lost 
touch with each other.  This saddens me, but 
at the same time I realize that I cannot have 
had a true friendship with someone who would 
judge me based on this. 
 
On the other hand, I am very fortunate to be in 
the situation where the people in my life are 
open-minded and supportive of me.  I cannot 
image what it would be like to be married to or 
long-term involved with someone whom I had 
to hide this from.  I believe in honesty and 
keeping all issues out in the open, but at the 
same time I strongly believe that we should not 
try to force others to come around to our way 
of thinking.  There are some very good, loving 
people who cannot, for whatever reason, see 
that BDSM can be a healthy thing.  I feel sorry 
for them, but it is not my place to try and force 
them into anything that they are not willing to 
learn and comprehend.  I also know that 
certain people, young children in particular, 
should not be exposed to the more explicit 

(Continued on page 11) 



POWER  L INES  PAGE  5  

another is the tendency for folks who are inter-
ested in different aspects to collect together in 
the same social ‘scene’ and at the same social 
gatherings, where we find this wonderful ac-
ceptance of a range of activities and interests. 
 
I think a more enlightening distinction, how-
ever, might be between the mental/emotional 
on one hand, and the physical/sensual on the 
other hand. Dominance and Submission would 
seem to be the mental/emotional dynamic of a 
power exchange. Discipline would seem to fit 
very closely with this dynamic. While Maso-
chism, and Bondage, would seem to be physi-
cal or sensual dynamics. Sadism may catch 
different sides of this, with different people and 
situations – is it the satisfying feel of a paddle 
wielded in one’s hand, or is it the ‘power rush’ 
that comes from being able to wield it? 
 
I find it interesting that such a seemingly fun-
damental distinction can be very difficult to see 
in practice. Is that woman being paddled 
aroused by the physical sensation of the pad-
dle on her behind, or by the helplessness of 
her position and the power of her Mistress to 
treat her this way at Her whim? How can the 
casual observer tell the difference? How many 
observers assume that it is the physical sensa-
tion because they themselves primarily enjoy 
the physical/sensual aspect; and how many 
assume that the woman is being disciplined for 
displeasing her Mistress, because a power ex-
change is their strongest interest? I wonder if 
many of the observers are interpreting the 
scene in significantly different ways, without 
any idea that the person standing next to them 
may be interpreting it quite differently? It is, of 
course, human nature to see the world through 
the perspective of our own desires. 
 
For some, ‘punishment’ may mean role 
‘playing’ as a prelude to a flogging that both 
partners will enjoy; while for others, the pun-
ishment may not be an end in itself, but rather 
an important component of a power exchange 
relationship where the roles are real rather 

(Continued on page 11) 

A letter to the Editor of PowerLines, 
 
Or “B D S M: Which letters do you like best?” 
 
“BDSM” is an acronym that is very familiar to 
most of us kinky folk. Most of us, when asked 
its meaning (usually by someone new to the 
‘scene’), will explain that it is a clever combina-
tion of B&D for Bondage and Discipline, D&S 
for Dominance and Submission, and S&M for 
Sadism and Masochism. This is a glib – per-
haps even rote - response, which may seem 
on the surface to have completely answered 
the question. But - beyond knowing what 
words the letters stand for - what do people 
mean when they use the term casually in 
thought or conversation? 
 
I suspect that, for most folks, the word serves 
as a shorter way to say: “this thing that us folks 
like and do in the scene”, or even perhaps “this 
thing that I like and do in the scene”. As a 
clever acronym it admirably serves the pur-
pose of providing a catch-all that folks of di-
verse interests can generally accept as a com-
mon label for “what us folks do”. It artfully 
avoids the arguments that would inevitably en-
sue if someone were to suggest that the 
Munch be termed, for instance “The D&S 
Munch”, or if someone were to answer a ques-
tion from a newcomer by saying, for instance, 
that we are “a group of S&M enthusiasts”. 
 
But the artfulness, and widespread accep-
tance, of the term “BDSM”, I think may suggest 
that the debates that might otherwise ensue, 
are simply over and about which term one per-
son or another prefers to use to describe “this 
thing”.  This may obscure that idea that B&D, 
D&S, and S&M are not simply different words 
for the same concept, but are in fact distinctly 
different dynamics. Besides the artful inclu-
siveness of the BDSM acronym, there are, I 
believe, two other strong factors that tend to 
obscure the distinctions between them. One is 
the tendency for most folks in the scene to 
have some interest in each aspect, rather than 
being purely interested in only one aspect; and 

A Letter to the EditorA Letter to the EditorA Letter to the EditorA Letter to the Editor    



On " Fixing Things" 
 
Every person I know has a desire to "Fix Things" 
for the people they love.  Subs do it, Doms do it, 
even your Mom did it (or still does).  If we care 
about a person, we feel the need to care for them. 
Subs do it because they feel a need to make 
everything pleasant and right for their Doms, while 
Doms do it to protect and care for their subs.  In my 
opinion, it is the greatest gift we as humans can 
give each other.  Taking care of each other's 
burdens in daily life and traumatic times is the 
truest form of love and caring.   
 
At this point, you might be 
asking why I bring this up as a 
subject for my article.  I believe 
there is also a place and time 
for each of us to draw back and 
allow our loved ones to handle 
their own issues.  There is a 
kindness in allowing a sub or 
Dom or even a friend to conquer 
their own trial, but I recognize 
the struggle in doing so. It is so hard to see 
someone we care about struggling with something 
and not jump to his or her aide guns blazing. After 
all, isn't that our duty to them? 
 
The truth as I see it, is that for someone struggling, 
the greatest reward is beating it on your own. It 
allows Doms to stand tall and proud in the eyes of 
their peers and subs to feel confident and non-
dependent. For these reasons, I feel we owe it to 
each other to lend a hand when it is wanted but to 
always remember to give our loved ones room to 
grow and accomplish. 
 
I hope that all of you that know me understand how 
much I care about you.  How much the love and 
care you have shown me means as I struggle with 
blindness. There are times I tremble in fear as I 
walk into a room where you are gathered, afraid to 
trip or fall or spill something. Sometimes it is just 
that I want so bad to be what I am, my Mistress' 
sub. I am the person responsible for Her care and 
comfort in public. It isn't easy trying to do it when I 
don't know the room, where things are, or if the 
lighting blinds me, but I still want to do it.  I haven't 
known many male Doms and to be frank, they have 
always scared me a lot. But when in trying to do my 
duties, to have someone like Rap or Winged Turtle 
or a dozen others, help me get a drink for Mistress 
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or find my way in a crowded room, has shown me 
the kindness in them that makes them so precious.  
There is no way I can express my appreciation to 
all the brothers and sister subs that help me.  All of 
you have made me feel so cared about, sometimes 
I can't imagine how I would have gotten through 
this without you.  And to my Mistress, the arms I 
have cried in, the Lady that has believed in me 
when I couldn't find the strength to stand, the friend 
and comforter I needed so much, the Lady that put 
Her own needs and desires on hold to get me 
through. To this Lady, I can only say, I cherish and 
worship You and You deserve it.    
 

To all of you, I ask your help one more 
time.  Please help me find the strength 
courage and room to fight through this 
more independently. It is time for me to 
find my place among you again.  I have 
reached a place in this that I am ready to 
find my own way. 
 
I am very distressed by the events 
surrounding ALCH; to some (me included) 

it was a place to feel safe and a place where we 
could feel that we belonged.  It may have been their 
dungeon, but it was my BDSM home.  It was where 
I took my first steps to truly win the heart of 
Mistress. It was the place I saw my friends.  It was 
the place Mistress punished me publicly when it 
was deserved.  It was the place where I closed the 
fear of cages that I learned in training, with 
Mistress' kind hands guiding me.  It was a hundred 
other evenings like those for others and me.  
Anyone remember last Halloween Night?  What a 
treasure of memories we all left there.  That feeling 
of community and trust was lost, due at least in part 
to the poor judgement and unconscionable actions 
of those we trusted. But I have to ask, must we 
allow those events to become a stumbling block or 
even barrier to that trust and sense of community 
we gained there? 
 
I hope we all can hold steady to that sense, it is 
what makes us all friends.   
 
IMHO (in my humble opinion, for those of you who 
aren't IRC savvy)  
 
 

frisky 

In My Humble Opinion In My Humble Opinion In My Humble Opinion In My Humble Opinion –––– A look at BDSM from the bottom by frisky A look at BDSM from the bottom by frisky A look at BDSM from the bottom by frisky A look at BDSM from the bottom by frisky    
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Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations     
and and and and     

Best WishesBest WishesBest WishesBest Wishes    
 

To the Orlando Munch  

 

On your Third Anniversary 
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any object that penetrates the skin 
membrane), no water sports (urine or feces 
play - this involves serious health risks), no air 
sports (asphyxia, choking, strangulation or 
blockage of the airways - again this involves a 
serious health risk), no broken bones, 
mutilation, or permanent body markings, no 
overt humiliation or extreme mental play. 
There are numerous other aspects of play 
which the individual submissive may consider 
to be limits, some of the most common are 
gags, blindfolds, confined places, heights, 
suspension, multiple scening, bisexual or 

homosexual scening, overt humiliation, 
public scening, as well as a full range 
of limitations on certain types of 
specific equipment or toys.  
 
Excluding these, many a new 
submissive will respond to the 
question of what hard limits do they 
have with an answer of, “None.” This 
answer has two meanings. Either this 

person really means that they have no 
boundaries and are open to not only 
exploration, but to abuse. This is a person 
likely to have extreme psychological issues 
and is generally not a good candidate for a 
play partner. The other alternative, which is 
more often the case, is that they have not 
experienced any of the multitudes of possible 
experiences in this lifestyle and have no 
reference point by which to set any 
boundaries. At this point, in a healthy, safe, 
sane and consensual relationship, the process 
of discussing boundaries begins. This type of 
new submissive is quite often aware of some 
vague desires and may have specific 
fantasies, which may include the testing or 
pushing of boundaries or limits due to societal 
taboo or personal stigma or just specific 
physical acts or sensations. The Bad Boy/
Naughty Girl experience allows many to 
explore behaviors and sensations that would 
previously have been out of the range of their 
probable experience. But, even with these as a 
starting point, the submissive does not, in 
reality, have any firm foundation on which to 

(Continued on page 9) 

 
“There’s a very fine line between the 
cutting edge and the lunatic fringe”, David 
Byrne 
 
By Sir Adam 
 
Unlike almost any other form of play, practice 
or lifestyle, Scene play, S/m, D/s or lifestyle 
involvement carries with it an inherent design 
to push boundaries. Just by the act of 
acknowledging the needs, desires and choices 
that are manifestations of these styles of play 
and relating, we are 
immediately pushing the 
envelope of vanilla, mundane 
or straight living. This 
lifestyle’s intrusion and 
stretching of our boundaries 
can range from: the more 
structured ways that 
submissives may be allowed 
to express their feelings and 
needs; to the stretching of a submissive’s 
physical tolerance to specific stimuli, whether it 
be painful, pleasurable, tickling, sounds, 
tastes, smells or positions; to the challenges 
that are presented to their self concept and to 
our definitions of stereotypical roles and 
responsibilities. Dominants also, may find their 
preconceived ideas and limits tested by their 
choice to partake of this culture. There are 
very few other choices that one can make that 
impact so wide a range of realities and 
boundaries right at the inception of the path 
being taken. Being a group who has accepted 
the undertaking of redefining these diverse 
boundaries by stepping outside the societal 
norms that promote acceptance and inclusion, 
we are already pushing boundaries just by our 
own thoughts and feelings of being or wanting 
to be different from the rest.   
 
When a new submissive comes to this choice 
and begins to explore their desires, they rarely 
come with an instruction manual. Prior to any 
testing of boundaries or edges, the new 
submissive may have common limits which 
include: no blood sports (knives, needles or 

Edgeplay vs. Edgeplay vs. Edgeplay vs. Edgeplay vs. OverOverOverOver the Edge Play the Edge Play the Edge Play the Edge Play    
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person to put their safety and experiences in 
the hands of a Dominant. Once again, an 
inherent difference in this sexual, sensual or 
lifestyle choice is the ironic juxtaposition of the 
absolute need for trust between the Dominant 
and the submissive and the expectation that in 
some way the Dominant will “help” the 
submissive to explore and experience beyond 
their stated limits. This presents one with an 
opportunity for situations which test a 
submissive’s limits or “edges”, both 
appropriately and inappropriately. So called 
‘edge play‘ involves the process of defining 
and exploring the ‘edges’ of a submissive’s 
limits. This also involves the testing and 
pushing of these edges outward or further, at 
the consent of the submissive. Edge play 
involves ‘walking’ at the perceived or real limits 
that a submissive is prepared to cope with, 
whether the limits be physical, emotional, or 
spiritual. Edge play can include the inclusion of 
new stimuli, tools or techniques. It may imply 
the change of the physical environment to 
include others. It may be exclusively 
psychological in nature.  
 
In all of these cases, there is one common 
characteristic. Edge play is inherently more 
dangerous to the submissive. By its very 
nature, the pushing of someone else’s 
boundaries outward risks the possibility that 
the boundary was not as flexible as was 
thought or that the submissive is not in 
possession of sufficient faculties to cope with 
the ‘one step beyond’ type experience. 
Preparing for the possibility of a bad reaction 
to a boundary test or violation is an absolutely 
required prerequisite to the initiation of edge 
play. Experience with grounding and 
reorientation techniques are often called for, 
first aid skills may be required, preparation for 
outside assistance to be obtained, and 
obviously overall emotional support for the 
submissive is paramount. Depending on an 
individual’s personal history, present state of 
mind and overall level of stability, the outcome 
of inappropriate, poorly prepared or abusive 
over the edge play has been psychic injury, 

(Continued on page 10) 

base these desires or any reciprocal limits that 
they may be entertaining. From the start, 
submissives have few known boundaries to 
test or respect. At this point, it is the 
responsibility of the Dominant to educate and 
explore the range of possibilities with the new 
submissive to help them identify their areas of 
interest and the areas of concern or probable 
limits. Areas that are presently limited, but 
seem to hold an attraction for the submissive, 
should be explored only in discussion and 
fantasy until an appropriate level of trust is 
established to support the further expansion of 
the testing of those limits. 
 
All dominants that have ever played with an 
inexperienced submissive, know the range of 
possible feelings and thoughts that come into 
play when presented with this Tabular Rasa or 
blank slate. For the newer or part time 
Dominant, feelings and thoughts ranging from 
the confusion of not knowing what is OK to do 
with this virgin child, combined with the sense 
of awe that this person is so trusting as to 
allow you to lead them on this adventure are 
common. For others, there is the rushing 
sense of power and freedom that comes from 
the thought that you have carte blanche to 
explore and to test… in essence to teach this 
new submissive what their boundaries are. As 
part of this initial exploration, it is a natural part 
of the process to define some boundaries by 
trial and error. This requires that these 
boundaries be reached and exceeded before 
they are identified. Many of these boundary 
experiences are actually soft boundaries, that 
is, those that are based in fear, inexperience 
or situationally based limits, so called “soft 
limits”. The exploration at, or beyond these 
limits by agreement is a normal, healthy 
process of expanding ones range and 
experiences.  
 
The desire for diversity and change are 
arguably natural and inherent in the human 
psyche. However, it is at this point that the 
submissive is at their most vulnerable. Trust 
has been developed sufficiently to allow this 

(Continued from page 8) 
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earning or deserving trust.  
 
There are those among us who define and 
relate with themselves as Sadists. They have 
accepted that they gain their gratification from 
the infliction of pain on others. When they 
choose to express this desire and need in 
appropriate manners, they are equally capable 
of providing a safe and fulfilling scene. What 
we take away from a scene is distinct for each 
of us. However, if a Sadist chooses to increase 
their own pleasure or gratification by pushing a 
submissive’s edges without consent, this too is 

over the edge and is to be viewed as 
abuse. By the same token, there are 
those among us who fulfill the 
Dominant role due to the need to 
share in and experience the pleasure 
and power that is exposed during a 
successful scene. In contrast to the 
opinions of some, Dominants have 
limits and edges, too. Any Dominant 
who holds themselves out as having 

all knowledge, skill and scope to handle any 
scene, is in all likelihood being grandiose and 
is likely to be dangerous.  
 
Since Doms do have limits, for a Dom to 
choose to push or cross their own edges, or to 
be pressured to exceed their own limits without 
consent is also unhealthy and nonproductive. 
Over-zealous beginners, high maintenance 
submissives, SAM’s, intoxicated players and 
those who have a pathological desire to have 
injury done to themselves may push a 
Dominant to perform acts of great risk or harm. 
It is important to remember here that consent 
is a two way street, and the Dominant must 
also be given the opportunity to consent before 
their edges are pushed or stretched. Many a 
Dominant has been psychically wounded, and 
often turned off from the Scene, by a bad 
experience in which they became the victim of 
the unhealthy desires, demands and 
manipulations of another. It is important to 
remember here that acting on unhealthy 
demands or desires generally does not, in the 
eyes of the law, or in the eyes of the 

(Continued on page 11) 

self destructive and suicidal behavior, violence 
and, at the minimum, an extreme loss of trust 
by and access to a submissive. Under the 
tenets of the Safe, Sane and Consensual 
credo, to engage in edge play without this kind 
of preparation is one common instance of 
“Over the Edge Play.”  
 
I define over the edge play as play which is 
poorly planned and/or executed, unsafe at its 
basic design, is victimizing of the submissive 
by being beyond that which was consensual, is 
permanently disfiguring 
without detailed prior 
consent, or requires skills or 
actions on the part of a 
dominant that they are either 
unskilled, untrained, or are 
fundamentally against or 
uncomfortable with. Many 
opportunities present 
themselves for edge play, 
many may occur spontaneously. Each of these 
situations also present the opportunity for 
excessive, dangerous and/or victimizing 
experiences. Great care must be taken to 
ensure that the submissive continues to 
provide informed consent for the action going 
on. If they should lose the ability to express 
this consent, it is prudent to not continue to 
test further. This does not necessarily mean 
that the scene must end, but it does mean that 
to push any boundaries further is ABUSE by 
it’s definition. Even if the submissive is 
perceived to be likely to have consented to 
further edge pushing, if they are not capable of 
expressing that desire and consent, they 
should not be assumed to have given that 
consent. To go further, is to indulge the whim 
of the Dominant and is for their pleasure 
exclusively. Even though many scenes that 
include this type of experience end positively, 
that does not change the fundamental fact that 
boundaries were violated without consent. 
Getting consent after the fact is no defense. 
Those who are known to take this kind of 
liberty with the consent of others, are to be 
considered unsafe and poor candidates for 

(Continued from page 9) 
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than ‘played’. Observers of such a scene may 
be unable to tell the difference if they do not 
know the couple well. Many observers may not 
even be aware that there are two possible in-
terpretations! 
 
I wonder if the varying interests in public or 
‘casual’ play might have much to do with vary-
ing drives for physical/sensual versus the men-
tal/emotional dynamics? Perhaps for someone 
primarily aroused by the sensual side, it may 
take less time to establish the foundation for 
play. For a bottom primarily motivated by the 
physical/sensual aspect, the basic trust that 
the top is safe, combined with physical attrac-
tion, and appreciation of the top’s skills as ob-
served with other partners; may be sufficient 
for choosing to play. For a submissive who is 
primarily motivated by the mental/emotional 
aspects, it might take longer to establish the 
power exchange, and the public setting may 
be too much of a distraction for this dynamic to 
work, especially with a new partner. Perhaps 
the distinction between those who often enjoy 
public play, and those who play rarely or never 
in public, is not so much a difference in shy-
ness, but is instead results from a difference 
between physical/sensual motivation and a 
mental/emotional one?  
 
I do not write this to emphasize differences 
(the warm acceptance and inclusiveness of 
this community is a wonderful thing), but rather 
to provide a different perspective. I think that 
most folks are motivated by both the mental/
emotional, and the physical/sensual sides to 
varying degrees, and perhaps by different de-
grees in different situations. 
 
If this letter leads anyone to ask a potential 
partner (or even current partner) about where 
they balance these two aspects, or even to 
look at a scene a little differently; then it will 
have served its purpose. 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
community, excuse a Dominant for doing harm 
to a submissive, no matter how disturbed that 
submissive might be.  
 
Our first rule must always be Do No Harm. We 
are in a lifestyle that is perceived by the 
greater society as being based in abuse. Also, 
just as all other communities, we have 
perpetrators of great evil within our larger 
leather tribe. Due to the fact that we can not 
truly police our own divided community, it 
becomes the responsibility of each of us to 
demand appropriate preparation, discussion, 
negotiation and safe play from all we share 
with or we doom ourselves and all who follow 
to being over the edge. 
 
Author’s Note: I am looking forward to seeing 
many of you at the Munch Anniversary Party in 
Daytona. I will be presenting a workshop titled, 
“The Scene as Therapy“. This will be an open 
discussion with questions and discussion with 
the attendees will be solicited. See you there!!! 

(Continued from page 10) 
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sexual or S/m overtones of the lifestyle.  I 
cannot draw a line and say children over that 
age should be told, and children under it 
should not.  But at the same time, our ideas 
about the rights and wrongs of sex and ways of 
loving are ingrained from an early age.  I 
believe that BDSM can be shown to children, 
in a positive light, without them having to know 
the more tawdry details of what happens in the 
bedroom or the dungeon. 
 
Obviously, not everyone can come out to those 
around them.  There are people who are in a 
position with their work, whether in the field of 
education or governmental service or 
something else, who cannot risk the stigma 
that would be attached to them if their 
coworkers or bosses found out about that 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Absolute Leather  
Congratulates 

The Orlando Munch 
On Its 

Third Anniversary 

Mistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s LashesMistress Laura’s Lashes    

persons interest in the lifestyle.  Unfortunately, 
we live in a society where sex is repressed 
and the media portrays our lifestyle as being 
something horridly titillating and degenerate.  
We can, of course, work to educate the media 
and those around us, but we must also accept 
that it will take time for society’s views to 
evolve to a point where BDSM can be seen as 
being something acceptable and healthy and 
loving.  Until then, we need to be careful about 
how and to whom we “come out.”  The world is 
too full of closed-minded people.   
 
But the argument can also be made that in not 
telling those people whom we love and are 
close to, and whom we know are 
understanding and supportive and open-
minded, are we not denying them the right to 
know us even better, and are we not denying 
ourselves the right to be who we truly are by 
acting vanilla in front of them?  I am not urging 
you to stand on the street-corner and proclaim 
your way of life to every passer-by.  In fact, I 
am not advocating that you tell anyone, unless 
you strongly believe that A) they can handle it 
and B) they have a right and a need to know 
and C) you are comfortable sharing this 
intimate part of yourself with them.  This is the 

(Continued from page 11) individuals decision, and not to be approached 
lightly.  However, I also know that, with no 
exceptions, I have not seriously regretted my 
“coming out” to anyone. 
 
Until next month, be well and play safe, 
 
Mistress Laura 
 
Questions?  Comments?  E-mail them to: 
mslaura@usa.net 
Mistress Laura is NOT looking for a new 
submissive/play partner, so please do not waste 
your time or hers by writing her regarding such 
topics. 



POWER  L INES  PAGE  13  

other BDSM/fetish web pages. 
 
Gazelle: So the word is out. 
 
Has PowerLines been around since the group 
started? 
 
Gazelle: We started PowerLines... 
 
Master Torville: It was after the first anniversary 
party. 
 
Gazelle: It was actually 1-2 months after the first 
anniversary party, because SweetFlSub did a 
column on her experiences at that first anniversary 
party.  
 
How long have OPEx and the newcomer’s 
meetings been going on? 
 
Gazelle: OPEX started about the same time. There 
had been a lot of talk about the need for an 
educational discussion group at the time. There 
was someone who had started up a PEP group - 
People Exchanging Power. There were a lot of 
people who were unhappy about the direction and 
the scope of that meeting. There were also some 
problems on some quarters... 
 
Master Torville: It was oriented completely around 
money. 
 
Gazelle: Yes. The PEP organization had gotten 
away from education and had moved to online or 
900 numbers. I felt we needed a really strong 
educational arm to this group. 
 
Master Torville: When you called the PEP line, 
you got a ten minute listing of all the Dommes in 
different areas of the country. That’s not what you 
call a BDSM group support network. 
 
And the newcomer’s group came after that? 
 
Gazelle: The newcomer’s group initially started out 
after Jim at Absolute Leather had started and later 
on stopped his submissive training class. A lot of 
the reason Jim’s group was started was because 
so many people in the gay community who were 
meeting others at the bars, and just going off and 
having absolutely no idea whatsoever of what all is 

(Continued on page 14) 

  
Master Torville and Gazelle are the 

founders of the Orlando Munch Group. They are 
incredibly warm, wonderful people with many rich 
stories to tell of our history as a group. Listen to 
what they have to say: 
 
Congratulations on celebrating 3 years of the 
Orlando Munch! I know things have changed 
and grown by leaps and bounds during these 
years. Can you describe how the munch got 
started? 
 
Gazelle: I had a munch that I ran in St. Petersburg 
when I lived there. When I moved to Orlando,  I 
wanted to have one here as well, so Torville and I 
got together with Sir Midian and tuka, and got their 
advice, enlisted their help. I had always heard that 
they were the BDSM scene here in Central Florida. 
Everybody always talked about Pleasure Dome. I 
was always disappointed that we just missed out! 
So they helped, gave us some advice. I picked the 
mall because it was close to where we lived - I 
figured if I’m starting it, I get to pick where it’s at! 
That’s how it came about. 
 
How did you get the word out about the munch 
originally? 
 
Gazelle: Networking with Midian, he knew a lot of 
people. And I put notices up on alt.sex.bondage, on 
Prodigy and AOL, on CompuServe, on Delphi, I 
asked people who I knew on those systems, if they 
had a mailing list, if they could put the word out to 
their mailing list. It was an online thing at first, that’s 
all we did. 
 
Today it gets out primarily through the web 
page, and word of mouth? 
 
Gazelle: Word of mouth, online. 
 
Master Torville: Also Fetish Forum. 
 
Gazelle: And various others, we’re listed in Skin 
Two magazine, there’s another fetish magazine 
that serves the Tampa area that has us listed on a 
regular basis, so we do get people from that way. 
We also put out flyers, business cards, other things 
at GLBCC and Absolute Leather. 
 
Master Torville: And we’re linked to a variety of 

Interview with Master Torville & Gazelle by Mistress Sherry 
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How many of the original people that were here 
for the beginning of the munch group are still 
around? 
 
Gazelle: At our first munch we had probably 35 
people. There have been some that have dropped 
for various reasons, moved from the area, a couple 
have felt that they needed to pull away from the 
public aspect of the lifestyle and just concentrate on 
privately living the lifestyle. There are one or two 
who have had to pull away from public and have 
pulled away from BDSM itself, unfortunately. But for 
the most part, I think most of them may not be 
monthly members, but they come back every once 

in a while. 
 
So you had 35 people at the first 
munch, and it was at the mall. Describe 
how it went. 
 
Gazelle: I was terrified that nobody would 
show up, absolutely terrified. Then I was 
terrified that... 
 

Master Torville: Everybody would show up! 
 
Gazelle: Yes, and then I was terrified that nobody 
would have a good time. I was absolutely delighted 
at the end of it, because everybody seemed to be 
delighted to be there, and to have this opportunity 
to get together and meet each other. There were a 
lot of people who did know each other already, as I 

(Continued on page 15) 

involved in this lifestyle, just saw some hunk of a 
guy and said “Okay, let’s go,” didn’t have any 
concept of how dangerous that could be. That 
obviously happens in the het world as well. When 
Jim had to end his class, we felt that there is a 
need in the community. Along with the pansexual 
nature of both of our other groups, the munch and 
OPEx, we decided to continue what Jim had 
started, and started a newcomer’s group. 
 
Do you have plans for other kinds of meetings, 
support meetings and such? 
 
Gazelle: There has been a lot 
of talk, because here in Central 
Florida so much of the 
population is service-oriented, 
there are an awful lot of people 
who work on the weekend and 
are not able to go to the 
Saturday OPEx meetings and 
the Saturday munches. So yes, 
there has been talk about 
having an evening during the week with a 
discussion group, or having another small munch. 
Frankly we just haven’t moved on that because it’s 
quite a time commitment, what we have right now, 
and we haven’t been able to find someone who is 
willing to step up and be able to make that 
commitment. Hopefully somebody will step up, that 
would be great. 
 

(Continued from page 13) 
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never had membership, we haven’t charged for our 
discussion groups or any of that. There are a lot of 
groups that have yearly membership dues. Spice 
down in South Florida - theirs is not a munch group 
- they are looking at instituting very strict entrance 
requirements for their group to try and fit under the 
law here in Florida, to reduce the amount of 
hassles that their members may have, to keep 
them in line. Anywhere from possibly doing away 
with guests at their play parties to putting a cap on 
membership. They are looking at a lot of things. 
Yes, it is kind of scary, but there are things that 
work for them because that is the kind of group that 
is, and there’s things that we do that work very well 
for us. Ours is really a very open type of group, and 
it always has been. There have been some that 
decry that, that want to close ranks more. I’ve 
always fought that, that’s the way I am, I want 
everybody happy and I want everybody to come if 
they want to come, and I want everybody to know 
that they’re welcome. 
 
What would you say is the funniest thing that 
has happened in the first three years? 
 
Master Torville: If I can toot my own horn, I’m told 
now it’s something I have to do, to tell the story of 
the terrible sub and the 20 Doms that tried to tame 
her. She chewed them up and she spat them out! 
 
Gazelle: At the first anniversary munch. It wasn’t 
20 Doms, he’s exaggerating.  
 
Master Torville: The first year Bruce had come 
down, and he had a horizontal cross. Gazelle was 
on it. She was in the zone, in the groove, and Adam 
was beating on her with that 15-pound flogger that 
he has, using both hands, wailing away, sweat is 
trickling down in rivulets over his face and through 
his beard, he’s panting, and laying on for all he’s 
worth, and Gazelle’s going “Ahhhhhhhhhhhh, 
ahhhhhhhhhhhhhh, more, more, more, more, more, 
more.” So other Doms started getting out the 
“special grade” toy that usually subs say (falsetto) 
“Not THAT, Master!” and start using it on Gazelle, 
and she’s saying “Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh, more, 
more, more, more.” We got to the tire tread 
flogger... 
 
Gazelle: Isn’t it Midian’s? 
 

(Continued on page 16) 

said, Midian and tuka had really helped a lot in 
putting the word out. There were several who knew 
each other from the Lakeland FemDom Munch, or 
from Master S and Mistress Jody’s house. So 
several people already felt part of a community. 
What was really wonderful about that was that all of 
the new people coming in that maybe were not part 
of those individual groups, it just became one 
group. From the very beginning, it has been one 
group, and I am just so pleased with that! 
 
Have you patterned this group after other 
groups around the country? 
 
Master Torville: That would have been a good 
idea! (laughing) 
 
Gazelle: The idea of having it at the mall I got from 
Ty (TyMeDwn1st) and the Floating Pickle Munch, 
that was the first munch I had ever gone to. It was 
up in the mall in Altamonte Springs. This is a 
woman who lives up in Jacksonville, she had the 
Floating Pickle Munch, and they gave out these 
little plastic squeaky pickles. (laughter) Who knows, 
it was an “in” joke of some sort, I’m sure. 
 
Master Torville: I went to the first one and Ty was 
sitting across from me.  Somebody told her a joke 
right when she was drinking a coke. And she went 
“Pwwwwwwww” right on me. I turned around and I 
looked at her, and she was mortified. At this point 
I’m so new, I’m faking it, I just looked at her and 
said “Aren’t you glad we’re not in scene right 
now?” (laughter) And she shook her head 
vigorously at that! 
 
Gazelle: Another thing they called that group was 
the LMNOP group. I always thought that was cute - 
B&D, S&M, D&S, BDSM - and LMNOP, take your 
pick. I have tried to watch and see what other 
groups around the country have been doing, what 
the purpose of their munches were, what was the 
purpose of their group in their community. Yeah, I’ll 
shamelessly borrow, beg or steal good ideas from 
all manners of corners, because I want the best for 
this group. If another group in Seattle or San 
Francisco or Memphis or wherever is doing 
something that has been successful, and has 
helped their community, then yes, let’s look at 
trying it here. Some things have not fit our group. 
We have never charged for our munches, we have 

(Continued from page 14) 
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us? 
 
Gazelle: I think there are two things that have 
happened. The first one where I really felt a sense 
of real community was at the second anniversary 
party. We had about 150 people there, and 
everybody seemed to feel so at home and so part 
of this family. Somebody had come up to Torville 
and made a comment about the fact that they were 
there by themselves, and they really weren’t sure 
coming in whether it would work out, if it would be a 
good thing to come by themselves. She was so 
pleased that she did, because everybody was so 
welcoming and accepting, and she just had such a 

good time and felt so at home. 
 
Master Torville: And she said “and boy 
you people play a LOT!” 
 
Gazelle: I think the other event that has 
unified us could have blown us out of the 
water. And that was the ALCH mess. That 
first munch after everything broke, there 
were a lot of people that couldn’t come, 

and we understand that. But the ones that did, the 
ones that were there had a feeling of “I am here, 
and I am hanging on because I’m not willing to let 
go, I can’t let go.” And then the ones that couldn’t 
be there, we felt them there as well. Like I said, it 
really could have blown us out of the water, but it 
didn’t.  
 
Can you tell us a little about the first and 
second anniversary parties? 
 
Master Torville: The first anniversary party was a 
relatively modest affair. We had a large suite and 
then 2 rooms. I think it went fairly smoothly. We put 
a sheet up in the hallway between the suite and the 
two rooms, so people looking down the corridor 
wouldn’t see - because people insisted on going 
back and forth between these two locations in 
various stages of undress and dress. Other than 
the worrying about the Sybian machine vibrating on 
the floor and waking people up, and the 
unsubstantiated report I had of an inebriated 
woman hanging off the side of the balcony, I think it 
went pretty well. 
 
Gazelle: We had about 75 people show up. That 
was a good showing. 
 

(Continued on page 17) 

Master Torville: I can’t recall. And eventually there 
was a flogger made from lamp pull chain, and I was 
out there and wrapped it around underneath - at 
least her head came up and she said 
“Ohhhhhhhhhhhhh”. I said “Oh, got a reaction out 
of her” and everyone else said “that’s good, like 20 
for the sub and 1 for the Dom.” So last year, Adam 
was working on her again, and while he’s doing it 
I’m telling the story of this ferocious sub who 
chewed ‘em up and spat ‘em out. 
 
Gazelle: And everybody is just screaming in 
laughter! 
 
Master Torville: Either that or 
“Sixteen Tons“. 
 
Gazelle: Well, we’ll do that too. 
Last year the Dom who stepped 
up and finally got my attention, I 
said “Okay, that’s enough”, it 
was Lady Kayla, and she had a 
starburst flogger that got my 
attention, oh boy did it get my attention! 
 
What’s a starburst flogger? 
 
Gazelle: A series of falls, very thin falls, and at the 
end of each fall is a series of falls, and they’re 
knotted. So when it hits, it leaves just a series of 
little starbursts - oh, how painful! And then they 
followed that with a soaking with ice water. And 
then somebody decided to do hot wax on top of 
that. And then Adam brought out a knife to take off 
the wax... 
 
Master Torville: Oh yeah, that’s what it was for, 
sure! 
 
Gazelle: Yeah right! The “Sixteen Tons” that he 
was talking about was a very small gathering that 
we had at a hotel. In fact, a couple of months ago 
when woody had his interview he was talking about 
is there humor in the scene, and he said oh yes, 
there can be. Torville and I have our schtick.  
 
Master Torville: Oh, just wait for this party! 
 
Gazelle: He has some things planned, yes. He’s 
doing the Fabio. 
 
What do you feel is the most unifying event for 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Master Torville: Ages 14-16, and there was a 
dress dinner, so all these 14 to 16-year-old girls 
were dressed in their finest and most sophisticated 
attire. 
 
Gazelle: And once they found out somehow that 
there was a (menacing voice) “sex party” up on 12, 
it was nonstop trying to find and finagle their way 
onto the floor so they could see, and they could 
possibly take part in. That was all night long they 
were trying. It’s amazing the number of ice 
machines on other floors didn’t work, and soda 
machines didn’t work, so they of course had to 
come to our floor! 
 
No German Club this year, right? 
 
Gazelle: Actually they do have a German group in 
there, and we also have bowlers, there’s a bowling 
tournament going on up there. It’ll be interesting! 
 
Next year we can hear about how the third 
anniversary party came off, and I’m sure it’s 
going to be double the success that the others 
have been as well! 
 
Where do you see our group headed, and where 
would you like to see us grow? 
 
Master Torville: I would like to see something 
along the lines of more active mentoring for people 
who are new to D&S, and even those who are not 
so new in the lifestyle maybe could stand some 
mentoring. The thing with ALCH has certainly 
shown that we could be accused of being a little too 
free and trusting. I don’t want to go to the extreme 
of being untrusting, but there is probably a median. 
A lot of people coming to the scene, even with the 
best of intentions, may well end up doing 
something that doesn’t work out right, and that’s not 
counting the people who don’t have the best of 
intentions. I’m just not sure how that can be 
managed. We want to keep the open access to the 
munches that are our trademark, the “Y’all come” 
kind of atmosphere. But I think at some point there 
is going to have to be some sort of more formal 
demarcation, saying here’s somebody who’s been 
checked out and has at least somewhat of a 
nominal nod, versus “Who is that guy?” The way 
we do that now is that we just sort of all hang out 
and we see how somebody plays, if they play, and 

(Continued on page 18) 

Master Torville: Wasn’t that the first time you 
played with fire? 
 
Gazelle: No. Same hotel, another time. 
 
The first anniversary was just an evening affair, 
for one evening? 
 
Gazelle: Yes, one evening. The second 
anniversary, I had picked this hotel because I had 
been there at Diversions, we had gone up and seen 
the hotel at a Diversions convention, and thought 
that it was pretty darn cool. Imagine a hotel that 
allowed, and knew what was going on, and didn’t 
really care, my oh my! For the first anniversary I 
had to be so careful and so below board when I 
was setting it up, and so this was delightful getting 
to a hotel that knew what we were there for and 
said “that’s fine.”  
 
Master Torville: Oh, I just remembered something 
from the first year when we were packing up 
equipment. They had the maids come by, and they 
were looking at all the rooms, seeing how they 
were. There was one where waxing had been going 
on, and they had been a little careless. My back 
was to them, I’m putting stuff on a cart. They said 
“What’s that on the chair?” “I don’t know.” “Is that 
like candy?” “I think it’s crayon.” “No, that’s wax.” 
So I just whistled my way on down the hall away 
from them. “We’re going to have to send that out to 
be dry cleaned!” 
 
Gazelle: Last year, the second anniversary, we 
doubled attendance, we added vendors, and we 
added workshops. We were quite full of ourselves 
with how wonderful of an event that we had 
planned and had grown into. It came off well, it 
really did. It came off really well with the exception 
of Friday night - last year was also supposedly a 
one night event, that’s when the bulk of everything 
was planned was Saturday. But we just happened 
to have a lot of people who decided that they were 
going to make a weekend of it. So probably at least 
half of the people who came last year were up for 
both Friday and Saturday night. So Friday night, we 
had, along with our group in the hotel, there was a 
group of probably about 650 teenage kids, mostly 
young girls, who were studying German in high 
schools around the country. 
 

(Continued from page 16) 
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equipment use is the emotional issues that come 
up, the scene not working, how do you do, how do 
you cope with. The problem that leads to is 
somebody setting themselves as the example of 
what is and is not going to be officially approved 
BDSM. Boy, I’d sure hate to paint that kind of bulls’ 
eye on my head. But I don’t know, maybe there can 
be an “Orlando Munch-style BDSM.” You know, 
there’s drunken monkey kung-fu fighting and crane 
style, well maybe there can be Orlando Munch 
BDSM.  
 
Gazelle: We kind of have that in a way now. When 
we used to have the monthly parties, there were 

some who came in from other areas, and 
they were used to different kinds of play, 
and they were very confused as to why 
that style of play didn’t wash with some of 
the members here, and with community 
standards, so to speak. Maybe that’s what 
it boils down to, is that we do have our 
community standards.  
 
Master Torville: But since they’re not 

written down, nobody can criticize them.  
 
Gazelle: What I would like to see, what I would 
personally like to work towards, is a lot more of the 
networking within the group here in Florida, and 
nationally. I don’t think we need to be “sister 
groups” or something like that, but share resources, 
share ideas, share knowledge, help groups that 
want to start up, get them on the right road, help 
them so that they don’t have to make the same 
mistakes that perhaps we made. There is a 
gentleman that wrote to several of us here in the 
state, he’s up in the panhandle of Florida. He was 
talking about getting together representatives from 
the various groups around Florida and having that 
sort of a conference, along the lines of the Leather 
Leadership Conference that Lolita with TES helps 
put on. That’s on a national level. I think we can 
have something similar to that here in Florida, and 
really network. We need to reach out and get more 
involved, and get more known, as a het group, get 
more involved with some of the other groups - 
North Florida Leather, which is more truly 
pansexual than our group. Our group is a 
pansexual group, but face it, it’s primarily het. 
Same thing with Spice, it’s primarily a het group. 
DSSG is primarily a het group. But there are gay 
and lesbian groups, just leather groups out there 

(Continued on page 19) 

over some period of time, well you’ve seen them six 
or seven times, I guess they must be okay. That’s 
maybe just a little bit too haphazard way of going 
about it. The trouble with that approach is, what do 
we do, start handing out ID cards? “Oh, I see you’re 
a Grade 2 dominant, I’m not sure I want to play with 
only a Grade 2 dominant.” Don’t want to go there 
either. I’m not sure exactly how we’re going to 
move toward that, but I think that’s something that 
we do need to think about. 
 
Gazelle: Another problem that comes with this, 
though, is, once again, what do we have here with 
the munch group? We have a 
social get-together at a 
restaurant. There is no play for 
others to gauge you by. We 
have a discussion group, and as 
we all know, people can talk a 
good game, but they may not 
walk the walk like they talk the 
talk. Without the active dungeon 
now, the munch group no longer 
sponsors regular after-munch parties, there are no 
official munch parties any more other than the 
anniversary party, and that’s it. So where are 
people going to get to be able to view somebody, 
view them playing, see them in action for 5, 6, 7 
times and get a feel for them. It’s unfortunately 
going to have to go back to meeting somebody and 
taking that first risk, and doing a lot of reference 
checking. And how does somebody new to the area 
get good references? How does somebody new to 
the scene get good references, how do they 
develop good references? 
 
Master Torville: I think we need to set up a series 
of small, more frequent than once a month parties, 
and sort of mentor people. 
 
Gazelle: This is what the Old Guard, and also the 
New Guard, is how they view it too. Bringing 
someone up slowly, you earn the right to do this, 
you earn the right to do that, and that’s only after 
having been totally taught a mechanic of 
something. You don’t pick up a flogger, you don’t 
pick up a single tail and use it on someone else 
until you have met the criteria decreed by someone 
who does know, you just don’t use that, you don’t 
go there.  
 
Master Torville: And even more so than just 
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top and say no, I want to take an active role, I want 
to be involved, what can I do, how can I get 
involved, those are the ones that I think we should 
pick.  
 
One of the things, on a personal level for me, is 
when I am in munch mode, or party mode, I feel in 
control, I feel that that’s part of my duties, to be in 
control. I am always watchful, I’m always trying to 
stay on top of things. When I married and hooked 
up with Master Torville, this was with me as a 
submissive. That’s not saying that a submissive 
cannot be in charge of things or cannot run things, 
or cannot do well, or is not suitable, or any of those 
things, that’s hogwash. But what I do find is that I 
don’t feel that I can let myself go to the submissive 
headspace when I am “in charge,” when I am doing 
the munch, when I’m doing the party, I just can’t let 
myself go there. As I am more and more and more 
and more and more involved with munch group and 
community things, that’s pulling me away from the 
times when I can be his submissive. I don’t feel that 
that’s fair to him, and sometimes I feel it’s not fair to 
me. So while it scares me terribly to look at this, 
what I would like to see in the future is possibly 
more opportunities where other people can be 
taking more active roles in running things, and at 
least part of the time I can go back to submissive 
headspace.  
 
How can we do this? We may look at electing 
board members. To do that, though, one would 
think that we would have to have a membership. If 
changing the makeup of this loosey-goosey group 
that we have right now, this really laid back group, 
now it would change the makeup of it, it would 
change the feel of it. As I have learned to do with 
the advisory board, in presenting decisions for them 
to make as a group for the larger munch group as a 
whole, perhaps I will put this to, and use this 
interview as an opportunity to put this to the munch 
group as a whole. How does the munch group see 
itself? Where do they want to go? Maybe the 
question is not where do I see the munch group a 
year from now, or down the road, however long, but 
where do the members see this group? 
 
Thanks to both of you, Master Torville and 
Gazelle, for sharing your memories and 
insights! 
 
 

that we could be aligned with. There is a woman up 
in South Carolina who helps run the Southeast 
Women’s Leather Association, and she has 
approached some people here in Central Florida, 
and they have approached me about the possibility 
of starting a women’s leather group here, along the 
lines of the Slap group down in South Florida, and 
that group is primarily lesbian, what we would 
pattern this would be of a truly pansexual nature. 
But there are a lot of lesbians that are interested in 
learning about the leather lifestyle, but they don’t 
really have the resources, and they don’t really 
have the contacts here in Central Florida. So that’s 
something that I would be interested in being 
involved with. Again, it’s really starting to network. 
And then, to mirror what Master Torville has said 
about moving into more of a mentoring, really 
pushing the mentoring aspect, yes, let’s make 
everybody feel welcome, y’all come down and join 
us, and everybody’s got a place at the table, but 
let’s somehow provide something to back that up. 
 
Are you going to keep the same structure of the 
Board of Advisors that you have now? 
 
That’s something that came to be after the last 
anniversary party. I had opened the group up - up 
until that point I had been making all the decisions 
and doing most of the scut work (laughter), and 
there were people who wanted to take a more 
active role with the munch group. Not only take on 
some of that responsibility but take on some of the 
credit for the good stuff too. So I opened it up and 
appointed some absolutely outstanding people who 
I was and continue to be very proud to be 
associated with. And they amazed me. And it was a 
time of great personal growth for me to learn how to 
let some of that power and control go. It was very 
difficult. I’m running into that right now with one of 
the committee people who shall remain nameless 
(laughing), but she’s got a certain idea on how 
something should be done for the anniversary 
party, and she’s threatened to gag me and not let 
me in to certain areas of the party because she and 
I are of opposing views on this, and it’s white 
knuckling time for me! I would like to continue with 
that, we’ve had some movement on the Board of 
Advisors, and I’d like to see more people that want 
to take an active role, have them join us. I think a 
lot of people are quite content to just sit and let 
others do, but then the ones that kind of rise to the 
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The Official Newsletter of  The  
Orlando Munch and OPEX Group 

The ORLANDO MUNCH meets on the 4th Saturday of the month. 
Location is the Ryan’s Restaurant on South Orange Blossom Trail (Hwy 
441), just south of I-4. Time is 2-5 PM.  Please, no fetish or scene wear 
at the restaurant. 
 
OPEx, the Orlando Power Exchange, a Pansexual Discussion Group, 
will meet on Saturday, May 15, 2-4 PM, in the GLBCC bldg., located at 
714 E Colonial Dr (Hwy 50) in Orlando. The topic will be “Exploring Gor”. 
This is an open discussion– please come and join us Call (407) 330-
2184 for further information. 
 
NEWCOMERS/BEGINNERS CLASSES– Will be held monthly at the 
GLBCC bldg. from noon to 2 PM, immediately preceding the O-Pex 
meetings. 
 
MasT Meeting ...Discussion group held regularly on the 1st Sunday of 
the month. For meeting location and further information, please contact 
SybilKing@mindspring.com, or call the message line at 893-4144. 
 
Orlando Munch Message Phone – Quite frequently, people call the 
message line (that number, again, is 407-330-2184) and then fail to 
leave a message.  Folks, this line is never picked up.  The only option is 
to leave a message.  We will return your call if requested, so don’t be 
shy! It’s not an audition. 
 
Orlando Munch Message Board & Chat Room – If you haven’t been 
by the Orlando Munch web site (address over on the left), you might not 
know that we have our own Forum and Chat room.  Poke your head in 
and leave a message! 

The management of Ryan’s has asked us to ask you to please 
eat something.  Evidently, quite a few of the munch attendees 
are only ordering drinks.  Ryan’s has been kind enough to allow 
us to meet there, they know who we are and what we’re about, 
and it doesn’t seem like to much to ask for most of us to order 
something. 
 
If you get the Mega-Bar, you can just graze for three hours… 
 
Coming in the next month or two…  COUPONS! 

Eat at Ryan’s!Eat at Ryan’s!Eat at Ryan’s!Eat at Ryan’s!    

Board of Advisors 
Gazelle:  gazelle123@aol.com 
Torville:  Torville@mindspring.com   
Rick:  71443.1351@compuserve.com 
Ms. Virgo:  dreamer@totcon.com 
Fluffy:  fluffy@digital.net 
Diane: lapetimort@aol.com 
Your Name Could Be Here 

Orlando 
MUNCH 

P.O. Box 471372 
Lake Monroe, FL 32747 

Phone: 407-330-2184 (Leave a message) 
Email: orlmunch@mindspring.com 

Web:  http://www.mindspring.com/~orlmunch 

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements    

Topic Date 

Exploring GOR May 15th 

Rope Bondage 
Techniques 

June 19th 

Gender Bending July 17th 

First Amendment Issues 
with David Wasserman 

August 21st 

Role Play September 
18th 

Coming Out to Friends 
and Family 

October 16th 

Schedule for Upcoming Schedule for Upcoming Schedule for Upcoming Schedule for Upcoming 
OPEx MeetingsOPEx MeetingsOPEx MeetingsOPEx Meetings 

PersonalsPersonalsPersonalsPersonals    

Looking for a lifestyle friendly roommate in the Casselberry area, 
$400.00 a mo.  Write me at SirKane@aol.com 


