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Welcome to this month’s issue of
PowerLines, the newsletter of the
Orlando BDSM Munch community.

For those of you who were able to
join us up in Daytona for the
anniversary party, do we know how
to throw a party here or what?? What
a blast! For those of you who weren't
able to make it, maybe you will next
year (schedule early!). In any case,
we’ve got a “scene report” included in
this issue, with comments and
memories from many of us. Thanks
again go to all who helped make this
years party the best ever!

We had a great time last weekend as
well at the Beginner’s Class and
OPEX... The newbies that came were
lucky... There were folks present with
a combined 115 years worth of
experience and knowledge for the
newbies to ask questions from at the
beginners meeting alone! The OPEXx
meeting that followed was packed
with people who wanted to learn
about the Gor lifestyle, and did they
ever get their time’s worth! Sir
Midian, Sir Adam, Ms Sybil, Virgo,
and others were there to teach us
about the philosophies and protocols
from the book series. Thanks to tuka
and lapetimort for demonstrating so
well some of the different positions,
too. (Umm... lapetimort... what was
that favorite position of yours?)

Next month’s topic at OPEX is going
to be Rope Bondage Techniques,
taught by Master Randy. Many of you
have seen or heard of his workshops
that he has done on this subject.

Here is your chance to get into a
small group setting, with lots of
possible hands-on experience. Bring
some rope to the meeting!

| also want to take this opportunity to
announce the appointment of
Rapacious to our Board of Advisors.
Rap is an extremely well-respected
member of our leather community,
who has agreed to give of his time
and energy and mind to this group...
as do all the members of the board.
The contact information on the board
is on the back page of this
newsletter.

Welcome, Rap! | look forward to
working with you in the future!

I'm really pleased to have a column
by Mistress Laura again this month.
As always, it is great food for thought.
| am also very proud to feature an
interview | had with Sir Adam. Those
at the anniversary party will
recognize him as the one with the
huge purple flogger! It's a great read,
| hope you enjoy it as much as | did!

Lordy, lordy, it looks like someone
dear to us (especially ME) is having a
birthday soon... everyone please
wish Torville a Happy Day on June
2nd (or at the munch, if you'd like)
Guess which birthday is coming up
for him! Hehehe... can we say
birthday swats... and birthday candle
wax all dripping down... | just LOVE
birthdays!

Have a great month!

“Is the
Anniversary
Party over?

Guys?

Guys?”
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I would like to start a new column here... a review
of different leather events that are being held
around the state or country. This will be great for
those who can’t make it to a convention or contest,
to let you get the “feel” of the event!

| would like to begin by reviewing a recent contest |
attended up in Jacksonville. The weekend was
sponsored by the North Florida Leather
Association. There were four contests held in
conjunction with the event: Mr. North FL Leather;
North FL Drummer boy; North FL Drummer Daddy;
and Ms. North FL Leather. The judges were from all
over the country and state, and included both state
titleholders and also national and international ones
as well.

There was a meet and greet on Friday night, and
the judges got their first look at the contestants (I
got there Saturday, so | missed that). On Saturday
afternoon, while the judges were interviewing the
contestants again, there were workshops being
hosted by some of the best in the pansexual
Leather community on several topics, ranging from
Spirituality in the Scene, to bullwhips and single
tails, to Fisting, to piercings, to CBT, and more. |
especially was impressed with the one on

temporary piercing... | had never thought of
removing a row of needles all at once like a zipper!
Eeep!

After the workshops, my traveling companion and |
attended a JAPE meeting (Jacksonville Area Power
Exchange). We met so many wonderful people
there, and were both glad we came. After the
meeting, we went to the Jacksonville Eagle, the bar
that was housing the contests. It was crowded
when we got there, but became even more so as
the night went on.

There were fantasy scenes that the contestants put
on on the stage, and were scored on originality,
content, music, and more. The contestants also
spoke to the crowd, answering questions from the
judges. After the vote tally was in, these were the
new titleholders:

Mr. No FL Drummer:

Mr. No Drummer boy:

Mr. No FL Drummer Daddy:
Ms. No FL Leather:

Devin Wilson
Joey Phillips

John Swift

Kelly Cunningham

Sunday morning | attended a breakfast workshop
for Women in Leather. | met some fantastic women
who | look forward to working with in the future!

Voted Best of Orlando
for Piercing and Tattooing
1996, '97, '98...

75 East Colonial Drive
Orlando, FI 32801
407-839-0077

EXOTIC CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES AT UNITY
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Hello all,

This month’s question comes from an anonymous
source. This person emailed me asking a question
regarding collars and their meaning, as well as the
protocol regarding them, but did not sign their letter.

First of all, we need to discuss what is a collar. For
most of us, in the BDSM community, it is a band of
cloth, or leather, or chain, which is worn about the
neck of a submissive. The design may be simple
or elaborate, and ready-made or custom designed.
This collar may be worn all of the time, or only
when in private, or only when in attendance at a
scene function, such as a party. Additionally, some
slaves/submissives have a collar that they wear all
of the time, but which is not easily visible, such as
an ankle chain, a simple necklace, a bracelet, a
tattoo or a piercing, or anything else which their
owner sees fit to mark them with. To all outward
appearances, this would be just a piece of jewelry,
a normal tattoo or a normal piercing, but between
the Dominant and the submissive it is a concrete
example of the contract and relationship betwixt the
two participants.

The collar is a symbol of ownership, within
our community. It has certain societal
connotations, as we place collars around our
pets (speaking about the four-legged kind
here... not the two-legged ones!) to show
ownership, to give us something to grab them
by, and to control them. Many times, these
same reasons are why a dominant will collar
a submissive. For the submissive, the collar
is a proud achievement and they wear it as a
public badge of their attainment. It means that they
are chosen, that they have been honored with the
privilege of serving someone, and that they no
longer have to seek for their owner. They know that
they are loved and cared for and that their
submission has been accepted and cherished. But
the collar also means “hands-off” to other’s in the
community. Once a submissive is collared, they
are no longer free to serve others, unless their
owner directs them to do so. Additionally, they may
now have restrictions placed on their behavior,
socializing, dress, eating habits, and other things.
This is a decision between the dominant and the
submissive, and is not open to outside rebuke.
After all, one of the reasons most of us became
active in the community was to explore and learn
about different relationship dynamics. Some

“The collar is a
symbol of

ownership within
our community.”

people express concern that frequently a
submissive’s demeanor changes once they are
collared. This is to be expected, as we all change
with each new relationship. But in this case the
changes may be a direct result of instructions given
by the submissive’s new owner. Again, it is not
one’s place to question these changes..

There are different levels of collars, much as there
are different levels of relationships. However, there
are four basic types of collars that one frequently
comes across while interacting in the community.
Some of the more commonly used terms for these
collars are “Collar of Protection,” “Training Collar”
and “Permanent Collar.” There is also what has
come to be known as an “Cyber” collar, and this will
be discussed later. The Collar of Protection is
usually offered to a new submissive when they first
come into the scene, and are unsure of
themselves. A Dominant will frequently take such a
person under their wing and keep an eye on them.
The submissive will be offered a collar to wear at
public events, which is a sign to the other
Dominants that this person is under the care of
another, and that any negotiations, approaches,
etc., need to be done through the Dominant whose
collar it is. Most scene and
protocol savvy Dominants will
respect this. The collar
provides a barrier of
protection for the new
submissive. They can
observe interactions and
socialize without having to
worry about being constantly
propositioned. The collar
affords the submissive the protection of someone
looking out for them, and it is usually given after a
discussion regarding the responsibilities of the
submissive and of the protector.

The Training Collar is frequently given early in a D/
s relationship to signify to the world and to the
people directly involved, that there is a contract
between them, and that they are both committed to
the training process. During the training process,
the Dominant is teaching the submissive how they
will conduct themselves in relation to the dominant.
They may be taught positions, how to serve food
and/or drinks, how to behave in public and in
private, how to perform whatever tasks their owner
will have them do, etc. Sometimes the Training
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Collar is a prelude to a Permanent Collar,
sometimes it is an end unto itself, such as the
Dominant and submissive who enter into a training
relationship for just the sake of the training. When
people enter into this kind of a collaring, there is
usually a contract which spells out the length of
time that the collar will be worn, what will be taught,
and how and when the lessons will be
administered. But if it is a prelude to a Permanent
Collar, then the Training Collar is the first step
towards that desired end.

The Permanent Collar is usually placed around the
neck of the submissive during a formal ceremony,
frequently with others from the community being
present. In the ceremony the people involved
usually exchange formal vows, and frequently a
formal contract is signed. This is much like the
vanilla wedding ceremony, but with obvious “other”
meanings. (Imagine a wedding where the
“husband” promises to love, honor and obey his
new “wife”!) Frequently, when a Permanent Collar
is placed around the neck of a submissive, another
mark is placed on them as well. This might be a
tattoo, a piercing, or one of the previously
mentioned less obvious collars, such as a simple
gold chain. This furthers the idea that the
submissive now belongs exclusively to the person
whose collar they wear as well as solidifying the
agreement that the collar is now a symbol of a long-
term commitment between the participants.

Now that we are in an age of communication and
socialization via the electronic networks, there has
developed a “new” type of collar. This is frequently
referred to as a “Cyber Collar,” and it is seen in
chat-rooms and in the screen names or nicknames
that people chose to identify themselves with. The
name is usually a derivation on the submissive’s
original nickname, with an addition of a capitol letter
of their owner’s nickname. For example, if the
submissive’s screen name, originally, was “sub-
jane,” and she is given a collar by some one named
“Sir Dave” her new nick might be “subjane{SD}" or
“SDsjane.” Mind you, these are just examples, and
with the creativity of people there are infinite
varieties on this theme. These Cyber Collars
function the same way as a tangible collars. They
let the community know that the submissive is not
available for play, etc., without the permission of
their owner. Some of these Cyber Collar are
reflections of “real” collars, that is, a tangible one.

For other’s, they may wear a collar of someone that
they have never met and only communicated with
on-line. There is some argument within the
community about how “real” these Cyber Collars
are, and whether or not they detract from the real
life, tangible collars. In my opinion, Cyber Collars
are just as real as any other form. That is, they are
as real as those involved make them.

So now we know a little bit about the different types
of collars, but we need to discuss protocol
regarding them. Whenever a submissive is wearing
their collar, it means that they are “off-limits.” Some
owners expect that when their slave is wearing the
collar that they not speak to or acknowledge people
around them, in effect, existing only for their
owner’s pleasure and usage. Other owners allow
their submissive to behave normally when wearing
the collar. As itis not easy to tell, sometimes, what
instructions the submissive is under, one must be
careful in approaching them. The best way is to
speak to the owner, first, and ask permission to
address the submissive. If this is not possible, then
discreetly and politely ask the submissive if they are
free to speak. A shake of the head and you know
to back away, but a nod and a smile and you can
go from there. One of the biggest taboos is to ever
touch the collar that the submissive is wearing.
Similarly, it is not appropriate to ask a submissive to
remove their collar, or to ask if you can try it on or
try it on your own submissive. This collar is not the
possession of the submissive. It belongs solely to
the owner and must be respected. It is also not
acceptable to proposition or approach a submissive
with a collar for the sake of playing without first
receiving the permission of the owner to do so.

You must also remember that a submissive may not
be wearing an obvious collar, so do not assume
that just because you can't see it that it does not
exist. When in doubt, ask!

I hope that | have answered the anonymous
person’s questions, and | wish you all a wonderful
month. Until next time, be well and play safe.

Mistress Laura

Ms Laura is not currently looking for or accepting
applications for new submissives or play partners.
Please do not waste her time or yours contacting
her regarding such issues.
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Ft. Lauderdale’s Leather
Community
In Conjunction With
Leather University
National Leather Association:
Int’l
National Leather Association:
Florida
Presents
Ft. Leatherdale
Featuring
Dungeon 401 & Living In Leather
XIv

How often do you get the chance to study safe,
sane, consensual sexuality in the comfort of a lush
tropical setting during a time when most of the
country is preparing for winter? How often do you
find ten days of leather activities being hosted by
two of the communities leading educational
institutions? Ft. Leatherdale will be ten days of
leather in Fort Lauderdale, Florida October 1-10,
1999. Study with some of the greatest leather
educators such as: Joseph Bean, Tony DeBlase,
Fluffy, Lolita, Patrick McCarty, Jack McGeorge,
Shere Rose, and Kasi Sumrall.

Ft. Leatherdale is:

Leather University’'s Dungeon 401 is in session
October 1-4, 1999. Leather University starts at
6pm Friday and run until noon Monday. Saturday
night is prom night, featuring DecaDance, the
homecoming prom with attitude. Past students hail
the Dungeon series for their small class, hands-on
workshops, featuring some of the top educators in
the country. Sunday’s graduation features
graduation exercises and a play party. Throughout
the weekend, bar crawls to Leatherdale’s local bars
will be provided.

Leather Interlude - For those who need to rest
and regain their strength, and those who just want
to have fun before Living In Leather XIV,
Leatherdale’s local travel agent, Marc Hansen has
gone out of his way to create fun tours that you
probably never thought of doing during a leather
event. The offerings include: Discovery Cruise to
Nassau - Key West Party Tour - Orlando/Disney

World Tour - Everglades Day Tour. Reservations
must be made in advance for these tours. Call 1-
800-234-8510. Ask for Marc.

NLA’s Living In Leather XIV - The Original
Annual Pansexual Event runs October 7-10, 1999.
LIL opens, unofficially on Thursday evening at the
Clarion Hollywood Hotel, with an early arrival
Caribbean Dinner party out by the pool on the
intracoastal waterway. Registration begins bright
and early Friday morning followed by the start of 50
classes, workshops and panel discussions, rated
for your individual skill level, running daily until
Sunday afternoon. In addition, there is the LIL
vendor bazaar, a new Leather Archives & Museum
traveling show, the original activist roundtable,
opening ceremonies, Saturday night dinner show
featuring the Human Sculpture Troupe and a
surprise MC, and of course, the famous LIL
dungeons (Thursday-Sunday), not to mention
Leatherdale’s tropical nightlife. And if all this gets
to be too much for you, just walk across the street
to the beach.

What more could one ask for? Warm sunny days
and moonlit nights, palms swaying in the breeze,
gentle waves washing over your feet, and hundreds
of leather, SM, fetish people to share it with. Come
join the fun!

Ft. Leatherdale, Ten Days of Leather in
Lauderdale!
October 1-10th, 1999

For more information about Dungeon 401 contact
Leather University by email at:
registrar@leatheru.com, or visit their web site at
www.leatheru.com For Dungeon 401 travel
arrangements contact Marc Hansen, Olwell Travel
at 800-234-8510. For hotel reservations call: Red
Carpet Inn at 954/792-8181. You must ask for the
Leather University Group rate, $44.95 per night,
with up to four people per room. (Diane is the
reservations manager).

For more information about LIL XIV contact NLA-
Int'l by email at: LILI999NLA@aol.com, or visit
their web site at www.nla-i.com/. You can also
check the NLA-Florida web site at:
www.geocities.com/~zometimes/nla-fl.html For LIL
travel arrangements contact Tony Gorrell, Travel

Bureau of Dallas at 800-598-7004. For hotel
reservations call: The Clarion Hollywood at
954/458-1900 or 800/329-9019. Be sure to

mention NLA or Living In Leather to get our special
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Wow, where does one start? Well, for some of us it
started early Friday morning. Actually, for Torville
and | and a few others, it started Thursday night,
but that is another story! *wink*

One of the first things | saw when | came
downstairs was a sign about a leather vendor... it
surprised me because | wasn’t aware of any of our
vendors plans of posting signs... turns out it was a
vendor who sometimes sets up in the lobby of the
hotel selling leather purses and wallets! | just hoped
our people would not be confused by this vendor
arrangement, and think that that was the extent of
our vendor fair!

Our vendors started arriving Friday morning for the
most part, jockeying around in the meeting rooms
we had reserved for them. MsVirgo did a great job
in assigning space for the vendors, trying to take
care of their needs as they were setting up their
spaces. Soon, the rooms were opened to the
public, and the buying had begun!

People started really coming in the latter part of the
afternoon. Lapetimort and her volunteers did a
fantastic job of moving people through in a timely
and efficient manner. Before we knew it, it was time
to head over to Olive Garden for dinner. By the time
that Torville and | got there, one half of the
restaurant had already filled with our people! As |
made my way around the rooms, stopping at each
table to welcome everyone there, | marveled at how
many of us there were, all gathered together
because of a shared love of this lifestyle. Some
from as close as down the road a bit, all the way to
having driven halfway across the country! We were
about 120 strong there that night! The staff loved
us, and had a great time with us as well. (the
manager really wants to come to our party next
year!)

After dinner, it was back to the hotel for the
evening’s festivities. Unfortunately, the sound
system we had on Friday night didn’t hold up too
well, and it ended with a few folks with pretty
hoarse voices from trying to be heard by everyone.
The auction was great fun, but the PA system
failure doomed it. Soon, the dungeon rooms were
opened, and people drifted off to find a place to
play. The squeals and moans and sounds of
THWAPIng were soon ringing out up and down the
hallway. | loved the look on the faces of those who
had never before attended a big party like this...

they were amazed! The play lasted till the wee
hours of the morning, from what | am told. (hey, |
was TIRED that night!)

Saturday morning found some folks with groggy
looks on their faces, heading out to explore the city.
The weather that weekend definitely did not
cooperate, as it was cold and blustery and cloudy...
not the warm sunny weather we had had earlier in
the week! More people were still coming in to
register, the vendors were back open, and folks
were waiting for the workshops to begin.

The presenters in the workshops did an
outstanding job this year. They each brought a part
of themselves to their talk, and each of us was
richer for it. We got a chance to learn new things
from experts in their fields, and had fun doing it!

After the workshops, it was busy-busy time
upstairs. Food was being prepared, tables
arranged, slaves scurrying about... The sound
system was being reworked, people were heading
to their rooms to shower and dress for the evening,
everyone was bustling. At 7 PM, there was already
a line in front of the hospitality suite where the
buffet was located, the smells wafting out into the
hallway. Thank you’s were given over the
loudspeaker to those who had helped make the
weekend a success. Then it was time to eat! Sir
Midian showed he had a delightful way to keep the
line moving along... swatting the butts of some of
the subs in line! (there was even at least one sub
who got in line more than once, without getting any
food at all!)

After dinner, the auction from the previous evening
was resumed. With a better sound system and
organizational skills in place, it was much smoother
this time around... and hilarious as well! (yes, |
admit, that was me jumping up and down
screaming to make everyone stop bidding on what /
wanted.. A foot rub from Boy Bobbie! Thanks to all
who donated their money to me!)

After the auction, the dungeons were opened for
play, and the redemption of all those auction bids! |
understand the fisting chair was put into use quickly
as a piercing station, and the piercer had a line
waiting on him! | decided that Torville and | just had
to put a bid in on the horizontal X-frame made by
Master Thor, seeing as how | played on that piece
(Continued on page 7)
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many times that night, either as a bottom or a Top.
There was play going on on all three floors that
evening, in both the public dungeons and also in
private rooms. | was lucky enough to be involved in
a couple of scenes that night, the last one that put
me into la-la land. (imagine that!) Long after |
crashed, the play went on and on and on....
Including a romp on the beach by a group of
scantily clad women with walkie-talkies (I know,
because | had one of the radios by my bedside!); a
“Leshian orgy” that many of the men were trying to
talk their way into; a super paddling with over 5000
hits, and more. The play was finally winding down
around 7 AM, from what | heard. Whew!

The coffee was started first thing on Sunday
morning, and slowly but surely folks started finding
their way down to the main hospitality suite for
coffee, juice, bagels and pastries. Last minute sales
of the t-shirts went well. Everyone was walking
around smiling with their own memories from the
weekend, not wanting it to be over. Soon, most
everyone was gone on their way. | spent the
afternoon giving massages to the few who were still
there with my thumpy percussion massager. (note
to vendors next year.... Stock in a few of those
babies, and you’ll do great!)

| was left with the exhaustion of hard work, but the
absolute satisfaction of knowing that we did it again
this year, and | can’t wait to see what will happen
next year!

Excerpts from comments of party goers with their
memories:

While | am still basking in the Afterglow of the
weekend, | thought | would drop you a line of
thanks.

THANK YOU!!

We had a wonderful time this weekend. You,
Torville and all who worked so hard, did a fabulous
job. | read the PowerLines also, it was terrific.
Thanks for letting us be a part. SusieQ

Thank you so much for a wonderful weekend..
Master was very happy also and is looking forward
to the next one.

thank you thank you thank you.. so very very
much!!

Judy

| just wanted to write a short note of gratitude from
my Master and | for having this event. Many times
over the weekend | overheard Master John
commenting on the impossibility of ANY event, let
alone one that ran as seamlessly, with such friendly
talented people without someone like you.

And in addition to putting together a knowledgeable
friendly staff, as well as a well equipped dungeon,
we enjoyed the hell out of watching you in your
element .Ma'am.:)

There are so many events that we attend that are
done poorly because the are sloppy...so this one

+anall Talcara

+ d-atanio
SToOOCoOTT YW rakara

Ok, here is a memory from standing in front of the
vendors area...

Two little gray haired ladies, one leaning over to the
other and asking "Have you looked at the Adult

PropsTimthereyet?—Tom

As usual the weekend was a wonderful success. i
just wanted to thank You and everyone involved for
making it comfortable for me to be a part of the
group. Far often than not in this lifestyle it seems
that it is hard for the gay and lesbian community to
mingle with the not strictly gay or lesbian aspect of
the lifestyle.. Thankfully though this is not the case
with your group. It has helped make my transition
into the lifestyle in FI over the last year or so much
more enjoyable. So many of the group are very
supportive of people in general regardless of their
orientation. i feel this has allowed so many different
people, from different area and other "lifestyles" to
come together in their love of leather and this
lifestyle and support and understand each other
with respect within the group. As we all know this
is not always the case, even in a lifestyle such as
ours where being joined together to support one
another is very vital and important for continued

growth.
carol

I'd have to say my absolute highlight came when
sitting in a room removing my boots (oh did they
hurt), Master walked up to me with a beautiful smirk
on his face and placed in my hand, the hand of a
cute lil' subbie...purchased to provide a breast
tongue bath and body scratching/massage...
(TWANG! The sound of another original limit going
right out the window!)

Loyalplym8
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| got the notice about the following event, and
wanted to pass it on:

ANNOUNCING SOUTHEAST LEATHERFEST, '99
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW AND PLAN TO
ATTEND SOUTHEAST LEATHERFEST, '99!
THIS EVENT, IN ITS 4TH YEAR, WILL BE HELD
JUNE 18-20,1999, IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. THE
EVENT WILL FEATURE SPECIAL GUESTS
VIOLA JOHNSON AND BRIAN DAWSON, AN EX-

CITING AND ECLECTIC VENDOR FAIR, THE MR.

SOUTHEAST DRUMMER/DRUMMER BOY CON-
TEST, AND THE MS. LEATHER PRIDE CON-
TEST. ALL OF THE CONTESTS WILL BE HELD
SATURDAY, JUNE 19, WITH OPENING CERE-
MONIES ON FRIDAY, JUNE 18.

Here is the contact information to obtain more info
on this weekend convention:

Southeast Leatherfest
>P.0. Box 78974, Atlanta, Georgia 30357-0894

>Contact: Victoria Gayton
>Phone: 800-279-1106, Code 01
E-mail: victoriag@mindspring.com

Iuriad i she VilE
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I'd like to add a bit here....

There are so many events happening all over
the country, and any time you can find your way
to attend one of these, the better for you and
your understanding of the leather lifestyle, and
the better for others as well. When we can bring
the straight members of the community together
with the gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and trans-
gendered leatherfolk, we can truly become the
pansexual community that we dream to be.

| personally can’t wait to get on the road this
year to some of these premier leather gather-
ings. | learn so much from experiencing other
ways of living this, and they all learn so much
from me as well. | hope to get a large contingent
of folks from the Orlando area to go to LIL this
fall, for example. It will be a great chance to
meet so many friends, to learn from the Mas-
ters, to wallow in the leather pride that we feel!

If you plan on attending an event away from Or-
lando, please feel free to submit a Scene Report
with your memories for inclusion here!
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How did you find your way into the scene and
when?

| had been sexually active from a very early age
and was always exploring diverse ways of
expressing and enjoying my sexuality. | have also
been involved with horses and horsemanship since
my preteen years and developed a love and
respect for leather, rope, chain and the like. My
sexual exploration had already included some
forms of bondage without it being thought of as a
special or distinctly different form of play.

It truly came naturally to me.

Later, in my teen years, | became exposed to a
wide variety of both printed and video pornography,
which formalized for me the concept of BD/SM as a
distinct form of sex. Although I did not identify this
at that time as my primary area of interest, it
became an increasingly important part of my
exploration and expression of my sexuality. A few
specific long-term relationships in my later teen
years took on the tone of Dominance, submission
and training as our primary form of intimacy. | still
had not begun to think of myself as a "Dominant" at
that point until, | went to school for my Master's
program (no pun intended). While there, | became
involved in my first formally defined relationship in
which | was not only the dominant member, but
was identified and labeled in this way.

| further "came out" after my relocation to Florida in
1989 and my subsequent introduction to my
Mentor, Sir Midian. My relationship with Him truly
formalized my thinking and my finding of myself as
Dom/Top. Since my relocation to Tampa in 1994, |
have been more or less continually active in the
scene community.

Have you always seen yourself as a Top or
Dominant?

As | stated earlier, | have almost always fallen into
that role, even though | have a deep seated, natural
tendency to be a "pleaser”, that is, a strong desire
to please others, to make them happy. | have really
taken the leadership role from very early on in all
realms of my life even though | did not see myself
or believe myself worthy of a being called, " a

leader”. It was only later that | came to see myself
as being worthy of this type of responsibility. It has
been a long process of personal, emotional and
professional development to get to this place where
| am comfortable with the mantel of responsibility
and power. | have not served as a submissive at
any time other than specific one-time
circumstances that were not a matter of my role but
rather a particular task or objective to reach. | can
not say that | do not have a submissive side to my
personality that | would enjoy exploring at some
point, but circumstances and choices have not
conspired to make that an appropriate or
reasonable choice in my life.

What most interests you about this lifestyle?

This lifestyle, as compared to some others, has
protocols, rules, traditions, schools of thought, and
diversity of character, form and practice. Diversity is
the watchword. | also believe that this lifestyle
offers the best opportunity to explore both inwardly
it to ourselves and outwardly into the styles and
relationships of others. It is also about sensation
and intensity. It is an ongoing exploration of the
human ability to sense, think and emotionally feel. It
has history, diverse structure and exploration. It
also has the ability to be all inclusive. | share a
dream with my Mentor, Sir Midian, of the greater
Leather Tribe that includes all who love and explore
this leather realm safely sanely, and consensually. |
dream of a day when Gay Leather Men and boys,
Leather Dykes and their girls, the Leather Gender
community, and The Hetero and the Bi Leather
Communities and all the other groups and
philosophies can come together under one great
tent to learn, share and explore together.

What is it about Dominating another that "does
it" for you?

What "does it" for me is less the role of being able
to dominate, but rather the development of that role
by the shear power of what | offer and choose to
share with others. | do not Dominate others, they
choose to submit to me to be able to receive the
gifts and pleasures that | can share. The power for
me comes not from the other being beneath me,
but through the ultimate intensity and power of the
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
experiences that | give to others who choose to
submit.

As a rider/trainer of many years, | can tell you that
there are two schools of thought in how you can get
a powerful beast to do what you wish. You can
bend its will to meet yours by the use of fear,
implements and pain, or you can get it to submit to
you willingly because it wants to and enjoys doing
so. | have no doubts that the former of these two
methods will work, but what comes out the other
end is more of a high strung robot than a beautiful,
willful beast. The latter approach produces that
which has been the basis of
love, story, myth and awe since
man first stood upright and
walked.

l do not

Dominate, ]

| do not Dominate, | invite
submission. The submission
that follows is a very heady
elixir. It is the experience of
drinking in the passion and pleasures, the intensity
of the sensations that a submissive experiences at
my hand that "does it" for me.

Do you have any tips for us on how to get white
socks clean?

Yes, put them on your sub and make them shower

invite submission.

until they're clean. (a different twist on some old
water games.) Our use my approach, just cut them
off your sub and buy a new pair for the next scene.

What rewards do you find in the community?

Generally, | find a level of acceptance that | have
not found in other realms. Again, | also have to say
the diversity of those who are involved has been a
great reward. Further, the pool of thinkers and
those who have made the commitment to make this
their life's passion and to help expand the range of
ideas and possibilities ever outward is a heady
reward at the least. What this boils down to is that |
find adventure and passion without
bounds limits other than the holy trinity of
safe, sane and consensual, really a
fabulous reward.

You are in a living arrangement with
two very beautiful, vibrant and exciting
submissives...how did that come
about, and how do you keep up?
Seriously, what kinds of rewards and also
pitfalls are there to this kind of arrangement?

| take vitamins and don't get enough sleep.
Thank you, and | agree with you that they are both

very special ladies. However, | have to correct you
(Continued on page 11)

Bcginncr’s BDSM Classes and the Orlando Fower Exchangc (OFEx)
meetings are held montlﬂly at the GLBCC offices from noon ‘il two and |

: from two il four, rcsPcctivclg, on the third Saturdag of every month.

I The Gl BCC has moved to their new location at Rainbow City, 934 N.
| Mills Avc.,just a couplc of doors down from our friends at Absolute

8 | cather.
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in one regard. | have one submissive, slave er, who
has been with me since the summer of '94 as a
lover and the spring of '95 as my slave. My other
partner is not submissive in any way shape or form,
as we have discovered by trial and error. Mary has
found that the best terms that express her
personality is a "kinky sensualist", in that she is
very sensual and enjoys both giving and receiving
diverse forms of sexual and love play. There are
many techniques, tools and experiences that are
part of many scenes that | perform that Mary
enjoys, but she does not have the head space
experience of submitting. Mary also enjoys and
assists with scene play for it's shear intensity and
passion.

How this relationship came about is that | had
relocated to The Tampa area to Paradise Lakes
Nudist Resort in the Spring of '94 and met Mary
literally while 1 was moving in. We became involved
very quickly and she moved in as my lover and
friend within about 2 months. Very quickly, Mary
and | became aware that we both shared a deep
appreciation for women and that we both would
enjoy having an additional partner as part of our
lovemaking. At this point | was very clear that | had
room in my heart and life for an additional partner,
rather than just an additional playmate. We met
Rachael (now know as slave er, which by the way
stands for hornier, wetter, hotter...) also at
Paradise and quickly became friends, lovers and
almost as quickly a committed relationship.
Rachael ended up moving in with Mary and | about
3 months later.

| did not involve either of my lovers in the scene for
an extended period. Although much of my
equipment was on display and was used in some
forms of lovemaking, | did not introduce them to the
scene and the community formally initially as a
conscious choice. There were a number of issues
in this decision which revolved around physical
health, living arrangements and my personal space
as | was still in a healing process from a divorce
from the prior year.

In the spring of '95 my friend and Mentor, Sir
Midian, who had offered me a place on his right as
his student five years before, got in touch with me

and invited me and my two lovers to the Pleasure
Dome. | took that opportunity to explain in detail my
role in, and my understanding of, the Scene and
the Scene community. They both consented to go
to the Dome for a weekend visit and to explore this
lifestyle. My slave er, took to this like a duck to
water. Mary on the other hand, immediately
enjoyed the physical experiences to be had, and
was very impressed with the manners,
appropriateness and acceptance she experienced
from the people she met. However, it became clear
that Mary did not respond well to being dominated,
as her will was unable to let go of control. This is a
characteristic of Mary that helped her to be so
independent and successful in her life in spite of
her disability. Due to this, it became clear that Mary
was destined to enjoy the pleasures and sensations
that this lifestyle has to offer, but not to travel into
the headspaces that others may experience.

Since that time, er has served as my slave, lover
and friend and Mary has been my friend and lover.

As for the ups and downs of a poly relationship, |
will limit my sharing here due to the complexity of
the subject. The highs and positives of my poly
relationship are beyond comparison to any other
relationship | have experience in my lifetime. When
it works, it is the happiest | have ever been.
However, when there are problems, they are
compounded by the complexity of the relationship
as well. The highs are very high and the lows are
very low. It is work, like any relationship, however it
is extra work to make sure that everyone is on the
same page and being heard, cared for and
respected equally. In the final analysis, would |
make a different choice as to being the center of a
poly-amorous relationship? Not a chance. It has
been and continues to be a challenge and a joy to
have both of these beautiful women in my life.

You helped give an OPEx workshop of Gorean
traditions. How long have you tried to practice
this style of BD/SM? Are your current
relationships with your girls handled with these
traditions and concepts of protocols?

Well, | have been a science fiction nut for most of
my life. | had read some of John Norman's work
(Continued on page 12)
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many years ago, but it was prior to my really
coming to grips with the leather lifestyle as my
primary love style. Credit for my commitment to the
Gorean traditions must go to my Mentor, Sir Midian.
He modeled for me the archetype of the warrior,
which resonated with my most fundamental beliefs
of right and wrong and how | viewed myself. Our
hours long discussions of so many truths and
beliefs really crystallized my relationship with Gor
as my model. (History note: Sir Midian and | met
for the first time at an event in Daytona and ended
up spending almost 6 hours talking. We haven't
stopped since. Any one who knows us from the
Pleasure Dome days knows the
truth of this statement.) As to
my present relationships, Gor is
a part of me every second of
every day. Some may have
noted that at the OPEx meeting
and in our room in Daytona, |
carry my Homestone, (which
was also a gift from my Mentor).
However, | do not keep a strict Gor household any
more then | can keep a strict Kosher household.
This is a reality of our life due to a number of
responsibilities and limitations that we must live
with. Although we do not live a 24/7 lifestyle, | am
always master to my slave, and lover to my lovers.

Speaking of workshops, you recently gave one
on the topic of using the Scene as Therapy. Can
you briefly tell us how that would be beneficial
for someone?

Briefly huh... well, let me give you an excerpt from
a piece that I'm working on that will give you a
flavor of the roles that these types of experiences
can play in peoples lives...

Since the dawn of time, people have sought
answers to both physical and spiritual needs.
These answers have been sought through diverse
means. People have looked to: the stars and sun,
supernatural beings, natural "laws", patterns in the
physical world, individuals who were holders of
respect and power within any social order, and to
substance induced altered states of consciousness
to bring them clarity, security and answers to the
existential questions of life. Along with this list of
sources of insight and solace, there have also

“Throughout the

ePochs of time that

man has carried out
these rites of

Passagc...”

always been physical methods of demonstrating
one's, commitment to a set of beliefs, one's desire
to have truth revealed to them, or ones worthiness
to be accepted in a society's, a groups or a deity's
eyes. Tests of endurance, strength, or some form
of scarification have been utilized for eons to
prepare and test individuals for their purity of heart
and mind and to mark those who have passed the
tests of inclusion. Throughout the epochs of time
that man has carried out these rites of passage,
many have discovered that the mental and physical
experiences of these tests can lead to heightened
and altered states of consciousness that are
physically arousing and spiritually uplifting.

Eventually, enlightened and spiritually
explorative individuals and groups came to
see the power in these practices with an
aim to bring about transformational
experiences effecting people's feelings,
thoughts and practices. The concept of the
spiritual crucible, producing the purified
elements of enlightenment and spiritual
freedom became the basis of a multitude of
religious practices. Eventually, the process of
reaching these higher or altered states of
consciousness began to take on its own
importance, without the burden of needing to follow
any prescribed tenants or philosophical road map.
Individuals and groups began to explore the
extremes that could be experienced and endured
not only in the name of Piety or the study of
anthropology, but rather in search of thrill and self
fulfillment.

In light of this, it is not unexpected that many seek
out and utilize B/D and S/M experiences as
methods of spiritual enlightenment and purification.
It is also easy to perceive how many can utilize
these experiences as a form of recreation or as an
additional flavor to their lovemaking.

However, there are many among us (and the
population in general) that have had issues and
experiences in their pasts that have involved
physical, emotional or sexual abuse. Further, many
have other emotional issues that involve the giving
up or loss of control and power. Some have
experienced being subjugated to a role or
stereotype that does not fit how they see

(Continued on page 13)
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themselves. While still others have discovered
other possible ways of living and being that have
called to them as if they were the siren song inviting
them home. In many of these situations, individuals
may turn to the Scene, or lifestyle as a method of
fulfilling the needs or wants that they are enduring.
Others, who have carried the scars of past
experiences, and who wish to free themselves from
the grip of past suffering, injury or restrictions, may
look upon the involvement of Scene activities as a
method of dealing with this carried baggage from
an earlier time. And finally, there are those who are
damaged whether it be due to injury, upbringing,
genetics, or substance abuse, who discover the
scene as a play ground which allows them the
chance to act out their impulses and fantasies that
would elsewhere be considered antisocial and
unacceptable. In all of these cases, the scene can
serve as an opportunity to release past issues, face
unresolved issues or a place to vent socially
unacceptable impulses and desires. All of these
can be very therapeutic if they are carried out
responsibly and ethically. To meet these standards,
it is very important that any partner, facilitator, Top
or Dom being aware of the issues at hand, the
specific goal of the undertaking, be skilled in
grounding techniques and be prepared to provide a
lot of emotional and spiritual support in the cool
down phase of a scene. A thorough debriefing and
processing of the scene and the emotional process
that the target participant has gone through is
mandatory to improve the likelihood that any
enlightenment or release that was experienced will
have a lasting effect. Finally, it can not be stressed
enough that this will NEVER replace the more
traditional therapeutic process. It can enhance the
therapeutic process. It can also provide needed
catharsis and release of stress and memories, but
again, it is not a replacement for more traditional
therapy.

Do you see your career as a Mental Health
Counselor helping you with your role in the BD/
SM community, and if so, in what way?

Yes, | see many positives in the relationship
between my career and my involvement in the
community. Firstly and most obviously, our
community is under served by many professionals

due to prejudice, ignorance and our members own
fears of coming out and asking for services. Clearly
this is due to the possibility of being labeled as
"sick”, as well as the fear of being targeted for
harassment or prosecution. By being a known, and
hopefully respected, member of the community, |
can provide direct services to members who are in
need without the fear of mistreatment or ignorance,
and | can also act as a conduit to other services
and providers who are ethical and informed in their
practice. It is also my hope that my knowledge base
can lend itself to helping others to put time into
thought and discussion about the nature of who we
are, what we do and how to continue to explore
while defending the concepts of safe, sane and
consensual. Two areas of education that | feel very
strongly about are the challenges associated with
being an adult in this community with issues of past
childhood victimization, and also the issue of what
we do as being labeled as being 'sick’ or 'insane’. |
have spent a great deal of time explaining to
members and to other professionals that the criteria
utilized by the Medical community to define illness
have been changed to allow for individual
expression of sexuality without the label of being
'sick’ or '‘perverted'. It is most important for our
members to have an understanding of this issue,
because many professionals do not. This is due to
ignorance and/or resistance to change due to
prejudice. The best weapon that our members have
to combat inappropriate labeling or professional
prejudice is knowledge of the actual definitions of
what is illness and what is not. Finally, it is my
hope that a day will come where | will no longer
have to segregate what | do and who | am from my
professional role. At that point, | would be more
able to act as a representative of our community in
the mundane world to aid in further professional
understanding that we are not a uniform group of
disturbed, wounded perpetrators, but rather we are
diverse and multifaceted adults who are sharing our
various ways of loving and exploring intimacy
privately and respectfully.

Many people in the scene have trouble
accepting that Doms can have limits too. Do
you have limits? Do you care to share some of
them with us?

(Continued on page 14)
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Yes, | do have limits.

Some are based in limited experience, that is, that |
will not undertake a scene that | have not had
previous experience with or been mentored
appropriately through. An example of this is some
forms of scarification and piercing. Although | have
much knowledge of some of the appropriate
methods to carry these out, | will not experiment
with the flesh or soul of another.

Another limit for me is based in personal
preference. | have little interest in Scat play. This is
not a judgement of the form of
play or those who find it
desirable. It is simply not
something that resonates with
me.

For a variety of reasons, | do tOO
not partake in verbal
degradation and humiliation.

Generally, | do not partake in breath play or air
sports due to their inherent risk for injury or death.

| will not scene with another's submissive ordered
to undergo a scene who can not or is not allowed to
verbally respond to me to demonstrate insight and
informed consent.

| know what My favorite toys of yours is (and
believe it or not, it is not the Purple Monster!) "
the writer will add what her favorite toy is at the
end of the interview" What is yours? Why?

There are two answers here...

Truthfully, | really believe that my favorite tool is the
human mind, both mine and the subject that | am
working on. Ninety percent of what | do would have
no interest or value if it were not experienced in the
context of a submissive's state of mind.

Now, if | must name an object, so to speak...the
best all around tool that | know of is the human
hands. All that is needed for a scene is what is
between our ears and then the touch of a human
hand.

“Truthfully, |
really believe
that m?/_favorlte
|

s the
human mind...”

What do you think your greatest "draw" as a
dominant is?

| would hope that it is that | am perceived as being
worthy of a submissive's trust, for both safety and
ability to deliver an exciting and fulfilling scene
experience. Although, I'm sure walking around with
a half a purple cow on my shoulder probably
doesn't hurt any.

| would like for you to share a bit of your history
with your Mentor, Sir Midian.

The stories of Sir Midian and | would take up more
lines then are available in ten issues of
PowerLines. Let me just say that | was
blessed to have been introduced to my
Mentor, best friend, Sword Brother and
fellow adventurer all at one time. Sir
Midian is not only one of a kind, he is one
of the greatest of his kind, and | am
honored for him to call me friend.

If being "Outted" were no problem for you and
your professional career, how much more
involved in the BDSM community would you
be? Have you ever considered running in one of
the leather contests, like Mr. Florida Leather, or
the like?

If my work did not require me to remain somewhat
closeted, | would be MUCH more involved in the
community and in political and legal activism.

Yes, | have had a few confidants suggest that |
should enter one of the many wonderful contests
that we have in Florida. It has tempted me in the
past, prior to my gaining a few (actually not so few)
extra pounds. Depending on career and physical
fitness, | would think it possible that | would enter
and hope for the honor of representing some
measure of our community by holding a title.

15. In what direction do you think the local, state
and national BDSM groups are going? Where, in
your opinion, should they go? What can each of us,
as a part of that big leather community, do to help.

As to where do | see the community and it's
(Continued on page 15)
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separate groups going at present, | can not claim to
have sufficient knowledge of the wide range of
groups and organizations that exist to really answer
this reasonably. However, as to where they should
be going, | can venture my image of a better future.

| want to see local groups coming together to form
non-profit political action committees to address
unjust laws, regulations and persecution by
authorities. My future involves a congress, a
gathering of the diverse members of the Leather
Tribe to find common ground and to write a position
statement with a unified code of conduct. This
could be used to help the legal community (and we
ourselves) define the difference between our
Lifestyle and cases of Domestic Violence or abuse.
| would see the Leather community making itself
available for both medical and psychiatric data
collection to help these professional communities
more clearly understand the ability to live this
lifestyle as healthy and adjusted adults. | would
value medical research that would help us to
address any disproportionate risks that we do carry
as a community and gain suggestions on how to
avoid illness and injury by better understanding of
the medical issues and possibly by better
equipment design.

As to what each person can do...to quote mass
marketing "Just Do It!" Be active, don't hide just
because you do something different in your
bedroom, basement or on your weekends away
from home. Join civic groups. Raise your voice for
acceptance and diversity. Vote for those who do
not support prejudice, even if they don't build better
roads or they don't come from your political party.
Donate your time to worthy causes. Especially to
those in our larger Leather Tribe that you might not
otherwise have contact with. Go to other groups
meetings. Meet them and find common ground.
Ask questions. Learn what they think about.
Understand how they play differently than you do.
Be informed, know what the politicians and police
are up to. Ignorance is not bliss, it is a bull's eye on
your back.

Although you haven't been able to make as
many munches here in Orlando as you (or we)
would have liked, you have been a vibrant
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member of all three anniversary parties,
running the Security Detail for the past two.
Where do you see the Orlando Munch
community now, and where does your crystal
ball see us in the next year or two?

First, let me take this opportunity to thank Gazelle,
Torville, the rest of the Munch Advisory Board, all
the members of the Munch Group and OPEX for
the opportunity to be part of your group and your
events. It has been an honor to be so accepted into
you circle of love. As to where do | see your group
being in the future, that is up to you to decide. | will
put in my two cents when there is an opportunity,
but the fact is that where you should go is where
you the leaders and the membership of the group
choose to go. As for what | would predict for the
future...l believe that the Munch and OPEXx will
grow and gain more members. You will have many
more out of towners who know of your group,
coming to be a part of this great group when they
are on vacation or in town. You will have space
issues often because you will continue to be so
successful at attracting new people looking for a
safe place to learn and belong, to no longer be
alone with their "kink". | believe the anniversary
party will grow faster then anyone expects and it
will become a true convention that attracts many
outsiders from other groups and styles. | also
believe that next year it will be at a different hotel
due to increased needs and limited facilities.

(Sir Adam is 38 years old, and is a Florida
Licensed Mental Health Counselor with 10 years of
clinical experience and 15 years of Scene and
Lifestyle experience. Comments and
correspondence can be sent to adamsir@aol.com)
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Well, since they decided to close our Ryan’s
location, we have secured an alternate meeting
place (for May, anyway), hamely, the Gator’s
Dockside on Semoran (436) and Hoffner, north of
the airport. But I'm pretty sure that the
management there would appreciate it also if you
were to order food and not just sodas (not naming
any names here, you know who you are...).

Topic Date

Rope Bondage June 19th
Techniques

Gender Bending July 17th

First Amendment Issues | August 21st
with David Wasserman

Role Play September
18th

Coming Out to Friends | October 16th
and Family

Orlando

MUNCH

The ORLANDO MUNCH meets on the 4th Saturday of the month.
Location is the Gator’'s Dockside Restaurant on Semoran (436) and
Hoffner, north of the airport. Time is 2-5 PM. Please, no fetish or scene
wear at the restaurant.

OPEXx, the Orlando Power Exchange, a Pansexual Discussion Group,
will meet on Saturday, June 19th, 2-4 PM, in the GLBCC bldg., located at
934 N. Mills Ave in Orlando. The topic will be “Rope Bondage
Techniques". This is an open discussion and demo- please come and
join. Bring some of your favorite rope, too! Call (407) 330-2184 for
further information.

NEWCOMERS/BEGINNERS CLASSES- Will be held monthly at the
GLBCC bldg. from noon to 2 PM, immediately preceding the OPEXx
meetings.

MasT Meeting ...Discussion group held regularly on the 1st Sunday of
the month. For meeting location and further information, please contact
SybilKing@mindspring.com, or call the message line at 893-4144.

Orlando Munch Message Phone — Quite frequently, people call the
message line (that number, again, is 407-330-2184) and then fail to
leave a message. Folks, this line is never picked up. The only option is
to leave a message. We will return your call if requested, so don’t be
shy! It's not an audition.

Orlando Munch Message Board & Chat Room — If you haven't been
by the Orlando Munch web site (address over on the left), you might not
know that we have our own Forum and Chat room. Poke your head in
and leave a message!




