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Gazellg’s Corner

Welcome to this month’s issue
of PowerLines, the newsletter of
the Orlando BDSM Munch
community.

It seems June has been the
month for traveling for some of
us here, and we have a couple
of scene reports from these
trips in this month’s edition. Sort
of like your own kinky Travel
section of the Sunday
newspaper! Please, if you are
ever planning on attending a
leather event or club, please
contact us here about running
your own report about your trip.
It's always fascinating to “see”
with someone else’s eyes what
is happening around and about.

Well, the overwhelming
response to our new digs at
Gator’s is that we picked
GOOD! (we do need one or two
more servers, though.. We love
those women we had last time,
and they put in a valiant effort to
cover our group by themselves,
but ¢’'mon..) We’ve found
ourselves a new home, | do
think!

Lots of folks are getting excited
about this fall’s huge leather
event down in Ft Lauderdale,
the annual Dungeon University
and the Living in Leather
Convention. (details on page 5)
Our own Torville will be

teaching a class at Dungeon
401, as a matter of fact! When
you look at the classes that are
being offered at 401, and the
workshops that are being offered
at LIL, well it will be a total
immersion into BDSM for
everyone! When you add in the
parties, the vendors, the
shows.... Beam me up, Scotty,
I’'m coming HOME!

Next month’s OPEx should prove
to be quite interesting. It will
attempt to cover the role of
Gender Bending in our scene.
This not only involves the
wonderful people who live this
way full time, but | hope that it
will also give information to all
who are interested in learning
about the subject of sissy maids,
forced feminization, the
headspace of becoming a “boi”,
and more.

Speaking of OPEX, | want to
thank all who came out to see
the wonderful class put on by
Master Randy on the topic of
Rope Bondage. | was told it was
our biggest class yet, and
according to some there, we
could add an additional 3 or 4
more classes on that topic alone,
in order to cover all that he could
teach! Hopefully we can
schedule some more with Master
Randy during next year’s slots.
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We’ve got a new group forming
here in Central Florida for all you
women in the scene.. Either
Tops, bottoms, subs, slaves,
switches, Mistresses, Masters,
Daddy’s, Mommy’s or whatever.
It will draw us together to discuss
issues that are important to US!
Please see the Announcement
page for more details.

Have a great month!

Gagelle



Seegng Report — IMls and The legather Mart

For all of our unlucky friends in the great snowy
north summer unofficially begins on Memorial Day
weekend. So its only appropriate that one of the
oldest and largest leather gatherings is held that
weekend in Chicago.

International Mister Leather is to Gay Leathermen
what Bike Week is to Harley owners, a rite of
passage. Imagine for a moment forty thousand or
so of your leather friends gathered together for a
week of revelry, fun and flogging. Mix that with a
week of parties at the local clubs and a huge
vendor area and you have the makings of a
spanking good time.

From its humble beginnings as the final contest to
select International Mister Leather, IML has grown
to where it today welcomes all of these who
participate in our wonderful lifestyle. This was
obvious by the warm reception given to the couple
in matching pink baby doll outfits at the Leather
Mart. The big question about them was who had
the better legs, him or her.

Additionally they have added a Boot Black contest,
with the best boot lickers from around the world.
(Bobby | hope you're listening) Oh there is nothing
like having your boots spit shined while your

wearing them.

But the big draws are the parties and the Leather
Mart. All of the clubs in town open their doors with
activities and events geared to BDSM. From the
quiet of the lesbian lipstick bars to the crush of the
big dance clubs, leather, collars, whips and people
celebrating our life style are all over the city.

And then there is the Leather Mart. One hundred or
so vendors packed into every nook and cranny of
the hotel ballrooms. Some of our old friends from
Daytona were there selling along with hundreds of
others. And you can find anything, well almost, that
you might want, need or desire. There were whole
stores setup selling leather clothing, toys, collars,
cuffs and Latex cloths and goodies by the ton. Then
there the little vendors with those unique items like
velvet floggers, chainmail hoods and leather flag
rings in 18k gold with diamonds. | even got to meet
Janet Hartwood selling her floggers. If you ask me
real nice lll show you what | bought. We spent four
hours shopping and that wasn't enough time to see
it all.

For more information on IML check their website at
http://www.imrl.com

Voted Best of Orlando
for Piercing and Tattooing
1996, '97, '98...

75 East Colonial Drive
Orlando, FI 32801
407-839-0077

EXOTIC CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES AT UNITY




Mistrgss lsaura’s lbashes

Greetings, friends, and welcome to the first (official)
weekend of summer!

As always, please remember that the contents of
this column are merely my ideas and beliefs about
the BDSM lifestyle and are not necessarily
representative of those of the editors of PowerLines
or the Orlando BDSM Munch/OPEXx.

This month’s question comes from a new male
submissive, though one not from our area. He
writes and says that he is planning on attending a
munch, and has also been invited to a private play
party, afterwards. This young man writes asking
what kind of behavior is acceptable in both cases,
and what to expect. Without further ado, here is my
reply, though | must caution him, and other readers,
that what | have to say is valid only for our local
group. | cannot vouch for the rules of other
gatherings. If you have concerns I'd recommend
that you directly approach the munch coordinators
and/or the hosts of the play party, and ask them for
basic ground rules.

First of all, we need to define the concept of a
“‘munch.” A munch is a gathering, usually in a
public venue such as a mall or a restaurant
or a park. There is usually some form of food
available (hence the term “munch” as people
sit around and munch on food.) These
people all share a common interest, whether
it be computers, or vegetarian cooking, or, in
our case, BDSM. A munch is usually open to
the public, and is a good place to meet new
faces, see friends, socialize and get
information on what is going on in the
community.

Because the munch is held in a public venue, it is
important to behave properly. Loudly discussing a
wonderful scene that you had last night, in full
earshot of the wait staff and the family seated in the
booth next to you is very rude and inconsiderate. It
may also jeopardize the munch as a whole, as A)
the vanilla may complain to the management or B)
the person overhearing the conversation may be
the employer of one of the other munch
participants. Likewise, there should be NO physical
play. | know that it is easy to feel safe in the
environment of being surrounded by other kinky
people, and easy to forget that not everyone in the
area is interested in the lifestyle, but so long as
vanillas are present you must behave just as you

« but walking up to them

and throwing gourselF at
theirfeetis usua”g

considered to be overlg

would on the street or other public area. Also, you
may meet someone that you know from the vanilla
world. This may be uncomfortable for the both of
you, but most people are able to work it out.
However, when you see the person back in their
vanilla environment, do NOT make mention of the
fact that you two had met outside of the normal
environment. After all, they may not be out to
family/friends/ co-workers, and you could be
endangering their job/family life, etc.

Congratulations on deciding to attend your first
munch. This can sometimes be a nerve-wracking
experience, as you are walking into an unfamiliar
environment and “admitting,” perhaps for the first
time in public, that you’re one of the fortunate
people that is interested in “those” things. This is a
big step, and you’re to be commended for taking it.
As far as to what to expect, well, the first
experience is different for everyone. Some people
report feeling at home and very comfortable within
moments of joining the group. Others prefer to
remain on the periphery and just watch interactions
for a while before taking the plunge. In either case,
do what you feel most comfortable with! (But be
warned that if you're hanging back and observing,
there is a great likely-hood
that some of the more
socially outgoing members of
the group will probably come
up to introduce themselves
and to coax some basic
information out of you.) You
should expect to be warmly
welcomed, and to have some
of the munch regulars
pointed out to you, or introduced to you.
Additionally, the host/hostess of the event may
seek you out to give you a personal welcome. Itis
not considered rude to go up and introduce yourself
to new people, but do not interrupt other’s
conversations, and do NOT be pushy about
yourself. You may be eager to meet the owner of
your dreams, but walking up to them and throwing
yourself at their feet is usually considered to be
overly eager and offensive to many. Take the time
to talk with people, and make an effort to talk about
common interests, etc. Remember that the person
you are talking to, if you make a good impression
on them, may then introduce you to the partner
you’ve been searching for. Some common
mistakes made by new-comers to the group are
(Continued on page 4)
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Mistress lbaura’s lbashes

(Continued from page 3)

being too eager, not quite as up front about their
lack of experience as they should be, asking too
many personal questions off the bat, and not
following basic social niceties. So far as personal
questions go, let the other person set the lead, and
follow them. Do not be afraid to tell someone that a
certain questions is too personal for a first meeting,
By the same token, do not ask people intimate
questions about their jobs or employers or where
they live, exactly. If they say they’re in
management, leave it at that. You have no need to
know whom they work for. You also have no need
to know their home address. Remember: this is
your chance at making a good first impression.
Make sure that you make the most of the
opportunity.

Private parties:

It is an honor to be invited into someone’s home for
a play party. After all, they are inviting you to see
not just their kinky side, but their “other” side of life,
as well. When you are invited, RSVP as soon as
possible, and ask if you can bring anything to help
out the hosts. Because many parties are private
and by invitation only, it is not acceptable to A)
discuss the party with other people, unless you
know that they have been invited or B) bring
someone along without first asking for permission
to do so from your hosts. Additionally, if you RSVP
and later find out that you will not be able to attend,
notify the hosts as soon as possible, so that they
can invite someone else if they wish to. However,
once you tell them that you cannot attend, do not
later contact them and say that your schedule has
now opened-up and you can attend after all. They
may have a small house and be limited to the
amount of people they can handle, and because
you told them that you would not attend they invited
someone else, they may not have room for you,
now. Do not put them in the position where they
will have to tell you “no.” This is bad form. One
final note on invitations: be sure that you have
invited by the hosts of the party. If a friend asks
you to accompany them, make sure it is okay with
the hosts, first, or else not attend.

When you RSVP, in addition to asking what you
might be able to bring, you may ask if you need to
be discreet in your arrival (after all, you do not want
to have to walk through an apartment complex in
full fetish wear, and hauling in handfuls of crops

might cause some consternation about the
neighbors.)

Once you arrive at the party, some basic social
norms are expected. Find the hosts and thank
them for the invitation. They should be able to
direct you to the changing area, if you wish to wear
fetish clothing, and where to store your toy bag, as
well. Once you've rid yourself of whatever you've
brought along (including food, if you were asked to
bring a dish) you will start to socialize. It is polite to
shake hands, but do not initiate a hug unless the
other person gives indication that that would be
appropriate. When someone is introduced to you,
you may be given their scene name/screen name,
and/or their personal name. You should ask them
how they prefer to be addressed. Do not
automatically call all dominant females “Mistress,”
or all dominant males “Master,” as some are
offended by this, while others prefer to be
addressed as such. The same respect is accorded
to submissives. Do not call them “slave so-and-so”
unless that is how they (or their owner) prefers that
they be addressed. Additionally, if you are
introduced to someone as “Master so-and-so” and
you are not comfortable or not allowed to use the
word “Master” for someone, ask the person for
another name to call them.

Once you've entered the residence where the play
party is being held, you will probably see people in
all manner of dress, from street clothes to full nudity
to fetish wear to anything in between. Additionally,
you will probably see people in collars and wrist
cuffs and various forms of restraint. There may
already be some play occurring, and you will hear
the cries of pain/joy as well as the implements
swinging through the air and landing on the flesh
(and what wonderful sounds those are!) Some
people will be actively playing, and others may be
involved in discussions. Not everyone who attends
a play party is there to play. They may prefer to
socialize and/or observe, and some may not have
the permission of their owner’s to play. Usually
there are social areas set-up, where it is acceptable
to talk, and other areas where play is to take place
and the people there are just watching. You are
encouraged to watch and learn, and to listen, as
well. It is not considered rude to admire someone’s
outfit, but do not touch it without permission.
Similarly, you may see someone with exquisite
piercings or other body art. Unless you are told
(Continued on page 6)




Ft. Lauderdale’s Leather
Community
In Conjunction With
Leather University
National Leather Association:
Int’l
National Leather Association:
Florida
Presents
Ft. Leatherdale
Featuring
Dungeon 401 & Living In Leather
XIv

How often do you get the chance to study safe,
sane, consensual sexuality in the comfort of a lush
tropical setting during a time when most of the
country is preparing for winter? How often do you
find ten days of leather activities being hosted by
two of the communities leading educational
institutions? Ft. Leatherdale will be ten days of
leather in Fort Lauderdale, Florida October 1-10,
1999. Study with some of the greatest leather
educators such as: Joseph Bean, Tony DeBlase,
Fluffy, Lolita, Patrick McCarty, Jack McGeorge,
Shere Rose, and Kasi Sumrall.

Ft. Leatherdale is:

® |eather University’s Dungeon 401 is in session
October 1-4, 1999. Leather University starts at
6pm Friday and run until noon Monday. Saturday
night is prom night, featuring DecaDance, the
homecoming prom with attitude. Past students hail
the Dungeon series for their small class, hands-on
workshops, featuring some of the top educators in
the country. Sunday’s graduation features
graduation exercises and a play party. Throughout
the weekend, bar crawls to Leatherdale’s local bars
will be provided.

® |eather Interlude - For those who need to rest
and regain their strength, and those who just want
to have fun before Living In Leather XIV,
Leatherdale’s local travel agent, Marc Hansen has
gone out of his way to create fun tours that you
probably never thought of doing during a leather
event. The offerings include: Discovery Cruise to
Nassau - Key West Party Tour - Orlando/Disney

World Tour - Everglades Day Tour. Reservations
must be made in advance for these tours. Call 1-
800-234-8510. Ask for Marc.

® NLA’s Living In Leather XIV - The Original
Annual Pansexual Event runs October 7-10, 1999.
LIL opens, unofficially on Thursday evening at the
Clarion Hollywood Hotel, with an early arrival
Caribbean Dinner party out by the pool on the
intracoastal waterway. Registration begins bright
and early Friday morning followed by the start of 50
classes, workshops and panel discussions, rated
for your individual skill level, running daily until
Sunday afternoon. In addition, there is the LIL
vendor bazaar, a new Leather Archives & Museum
traveling show, the original activist roundtable,
opening ceremonies, Saturday night dinner show
featuring the Human Sculpture Troupe and a
surprise MC, and of course, the famous LIL
dungeons (Thursday-Sunday), not to mention
Leatherdale’s tropical nightlife. And if all this gets
to be too much for you, just walk across the street
to the beach.

What more could one ask for? Warm sunny days
and moonlit nights, palms swaying in the breeze,
gentle waves washing over your feet, and hundreds
of leather, SM, fetish people to share it with. Come
join the fun!

Ft. Leatherdale, Ten Days of Leather in
Lauderdale!
October 1-10th, 1999

For more information about Dungeon 401 contact
Leather University by email at:
registrar@leatheru.com, or visit their web site at
www.leatheru.com For Dungeon 401 travel
arrangements contact Marc Hansen, Olwell Travel
at 800-234-8510. For hotel reservations call: Red
Carpet Inn at 954/792-8181. You must ask for the
Leather University Group rate, $44.95 per night,
with up to four people per room. (Diane is the
reservations manager).

For more information about LIL XIV contact NLA-
Intl by email at: LIL1999NLA@aol.com, or visit
their web site at www.nla-i.com/. You can also
check the NLA-Florida web site at:
www.geocities.com/~zometimes/nla-fl.html For LIL
travel arrangements contact Tony Gorrell, Travel
Bureau of Dallas at 800-598-7004. For hotel
reservations call: The Clarion Hollywood at
954/458-1900 or 800/329-9019. Be sure to
mention NLA or Living In Leather to get our special
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(Continued from page 4)

otherwise, feel free to look, but again, do not touch
the piercings or the person. And, one more time,
feel free to admire other’s ‘toys” but do not touch or
try them out without an invitation to do so.

There are some basic rules for behavior at a play
party. There may be additional rules, and you
should ask your hosts if there is anything that you
need to be aware of. For example, there may be
certain rooms closed off from the party. Do not go
into them. Of course you should not “snoop”
through the medicine cabinet/closets/refrigerator
(and if you are inclined to do so, you need to be
taught some basic manners!) Some of the basic
play party rules include: not touching other’s bodies
unless invited to do so, not making “passes” at
every person you meet, not interrupting a “scene”
to ask questions, not behaving in a disrupting
manner while a scene is going on, not joining a
scene without explicit permission and an invitation
to do so, and, of course, respecting other’s privacy.
In regards to not disrupting a scene, remember that
a scene involves a beforehand warm-up and after
care, as well as the actual “scene” itself. If you see
someone being cuddled after being brought down
off of a piece of equipment, give them a wide berth
until they’ve rejoined the party. And while watching
a scene, stand out of the way so as not to A) Annoy
the participants and B) Possibly get hit with a toy C)
Invade their “safe-space.

| would recommend, if you are new to the scene,
that you spend your first play party or two
socializing and observing. This will give you the
sense of who you might want to spend time with in
the future, let other’s get to know you better, let you
see who you might want to learn from, etc. | would
advise against playing at your first party. Most
people, dominants and submissives alike, are
usually overwhelmed with everything going on
around them, at their first play party. They can get
a feeling of euphoria about finally being “at home”
and may not be in the most stable mental state to
make serious decisions regarding playing. If
someone does offer to play with you, I'd
recommend politely refusing, but asking to talk with
him or her, instead. You can get to know them
better, learn what their interests are, and work
through some basic negotiations.

Once the party is over, or dwindling down, you
should offer to help the hosts clean-up. If they

chose not to accept your offer, do not be offended.
They may have other’s to help them; people who
know how the household runs and where things
belong. But the offer is always appreciated. You
should contact your hosts within a few days after
the party to thank them for the evening, and to let
them know that you appreciated being invited. You
may want to include a note about what you enjoyed
or learned, but that is not essential.

One of the most basic mistakes that I've seen
people new to the scene community make is to
move to fast and to come off, however
inadvertently, as being pushy or offensive. At your
first munch or two be polite and social, but don’t be
overwhelming. Allow the other attendees a chance
to become comfortable with you. Also, do NOT
expect to be invited to a play party right away.
Again, have patience and let people get to know
you. It is not a slight to not be invited to someone’s
house right off the bat. It is a security concern and
a personal right of the hosts. But do go to the
munches and other public events, such as
discussion groups. This gives you a chance to
learn more about the BDSM lifestyle and the local
community, and gives the regulars a chance to get
to know you better and to see that you are serious
about the lifestyle. If your local BDSM community
has an area where they congregate on the Internet
(usually in a chat area,) ask for directions to it and
spend some time there. As a newcomer, you have
much to learn, and it will not happen over night.
But remember that we were all new, once, and
we’re all still learning. And that we are here to
make you feel at home and comfortable.

Until next month, be well and play safe!

Mistress Laura

Ms Laura is not currently looking for or accepting
applications for new submissives or play partners.
Please do not waste her time or yours contacting
her regarding such issues.




dcegng Report— dtlanta’s douthgast leatherfest

(to the tune of "My Favorite Things")

Frolicking bottoms with smiles on their faces,
Evil-eyed Tops keeping all to their paces,
Leather and lace and labia rings,

these are a few of my favorite things!

Trips to Sanctuary in cute hotel busses,
Corsets pulled tightly, no desire for fusses,
Contestants and fantasies and divas that sing,
These are a few of my favorite things!

When the whips crack! When the wands buzz!
When I'm all Wrapped in Glad,

| simply remember my favorite things,

and then | don't feel so sad!

Gay men and women and hets and transgendered,
All gathered together in chaps, lace and leathers,
Workshops and dinners and play parties galore,
All | can say is that | want some more!

What a weekend! What a contest! What a hotel!
What a dungeon! What a fantastic gathering of
wonderful, caring, kinky people! Torville and | and a
friend made the 8 hour drive up to Atlanta for the
Southeast LeatherFest, '99 convention. It featured
workshops on a wide variety of topics (I hear the
puppy training workshop featured a human "puppy"
that had to be seen to be believed!!); a fantastic
vendor fair (where we spent lots of money, but got
some incredible toys for an incredible price!);
contests including Ms. Leather Pride, Mr. Southeast
Drummer and drummerboy; a delicious luncheon;
a hotel that was beautiful and spacious and that
welcomed us all with open arms; side trips to a
couple of leather bars; a delightful, wonderful, trip
to The Sanctuary, Atlanta's premier dungeon
facility; and a couple of hundred of the nicest, most
friendly perverts | have had the pleasure to be
around since... Daytona!

The registration was handled seamlessly, from
where we stood, and then it was off to the vendor
area. The room was really large, and filled with
things like leather toys and clothing, steel stocks
and bonds, chainmail collars and clothing, corsets
of all sizes and styles, paddles, dungeon furniture,
artwork, and more. There was an exhibit of the
Leather Archives Museum that gave a fascinating
look into the history of our lifestyle. We saw some
friends we had made in Daytona, and got LOTS of
business cards from vendors to contact them about

our 4th Anniversary party next year!

After a quick dinner out, we returned to the hotel for
the basket auction and fashion show. Each event
starts with an auction of baskets filled with goodies
that the contestants have pulled together, to raise
money for a traveling fund that is split between the
winners of that weekend's contests (travel to other
contests and events, to represent the Southeast at
those national events, for example) Some of the
baskets were appraised at up to $1200 worth of
items in them, and were being sold for under as
little as $600... a great bargain! The fashion show
featured all of the contestants, and some mighty
fine looking extras, donning the latest in leather,
latex, rubber, chainmail, spandex and lace
fashions.

Once those festivities were done, most went over
to either one of the participating bars that were
having parties (the Atlanta Eagle and the Heretic),
and or the Sanctuary. Torville & | made an early
night of it ourselves, but some partied on most of
the night. Breakfast was done early the next
morning, then it was back to the vendor area to
BUY the things we had fancied the day before, and
get ready for the workshops. Lunch was served a
bit later, then everyone took some time to ready
themselves for the evening's festivities.

All through the weekend, up to Saturday night, the
judges had been interviewing the contestants on all
matters of things. Saturday night's culminating
events included a speech made by each of the
contestants, detailing what they felt about the
position they were competing for, and what they
thought they might bring to that position. There was
also a fantasy scene performed by each
contestant. Some of these were HOT! They
included fantasies such as a kinky Wizard of Oz, a
very perverted Alice in Wonderland (I wondered
about the children's book themes!), a raucous take-
off on The Village People, a hot scene dealing with
cops, handcuffs, force, and a very naughty boy's
punishment. There was also an interesting scene
dealing with religion and BDSM... hmmmmm.....
and | am NOT talking about spirituality, either!

At the end of the contest, it was time for the
departing titleholders to say goodbye. That
included a moving speech by our own Sybil King,
who had worn the first ever title of Ms Leather

(Continued on page 8)




dcegng Report— (tlanta’s doutheast leatherfest

(Continued from page 7)
Pride. Then it was time for the new titleholders to be announced... and the winners are:

Ms. Leather Pride..........cccoeeee.... Paula Smith
Mr. Southeast Drummer............. Shawn Couch
Mr. Southeast drummerboy......... Chris Page

Then for Torville & I, it was back to the room to change for the trip to the Sanctuary. This place is
incredible, folks! There is a fully functional barbershop, for those with that kind of fantasy (no, Sir, | do
NOT want my head shaved, PLEASE!!!), a fully functional medical scene room, a large cage, several St
Andrew crosses, benches, tables, nooks and crannies galore. There is a beautifully appointed Victorian
bedroom, with a large "sleigh" bed with a leather-covered mattress. Waxing can take place in several
different areas of the dungeon, and supplies are provided. There was a nice little patio out back to
decompress, if needed. All in all, QUITE a dungeon space! (if | ever win that Florida lottery, | swear we
will have a dungeon like that one here!) We finally rode back to the hotel on the last free shuttle at 3AM.
What a night!

Sunday morning | attended the second Southeast LeatherWWomens meeting. There were about 30
women in attendance that day, and it was great to feel the power that was in that room! After that, it was
time to climb back into the van to head home to Orlando.

On theg Road... Master’s Quest...by ir Rick

There is a new dungeon in town, well in Clearwater anyway, Masters Quest. And Oh Boy is it fun. Nes-
tled in a small industrial park Masters Quest is a warm friendly and inviting place to spend the evening
playing with your partner of choice. And it is also the home of Leather Master. You remember their great
leather products from Daytona.

Our visit was impromptu but someone had thought to make the reservations for us, as they are required.
When we entered we arrived in the Leather Master workshop and were quickly greeted to the office. After
filling out the standard paperwork and getting briefed on the standard rules we found we had chosen a
special night to attend. They were having a collaring and a rope bondage contest. Drat and me without
any rope!

Once the formalities were over, hey they make it fun, it was time for the games to begin. The dungeon is
a large carpeted space with lots of great toys, crosses, horses, a suspension system, and more. There
are plenty of toys and space for several people to play at the same time.

We had just enough time to grab a soft drink and a couple of snacks before they started handing out the
candles and little bottles of bubbles for the collaring. What a great ceremony, both Dom and sub in formal
attire and the vows set my heart fluttering.

| hoped to get in some quality time with some of the new toys from Chicago but after the collaring the fur-
niture was quickly moved back and the tying began. Oh there were so many great styles and techniques.
The oriental bondage with two women seemed to be consuming enough rope to outfit a yacht. | don't
know how they stood still for so long. And me without any rope!

If you are near Clearwater do check out The Masters Quest. If you're not close and want to spend the
night near by | have a great little place on St. Pete Beach that's way cool to stay. It's worth the small price
of admission.




[Intervigw with Mistress Candy... by Gazelle

Mistress Candy is a very affectionate, loving
Dominant TS in her late 30’s. She is a well-
regarded business consultant, who also does some
Pro Domme scenes during her travels around the
state. She describes herself as creative, tasteful,
bisexual, and very kinky.

Please give us some of your history, if you
would. When did you “find” yourself?

Without equivocation, | have known | was truly
female since the beginning of puberty. Prior to that,
there was a lot of confusion between what | felt
inside and what | was being conditioned towards.
There are studies where they speak of the XY
chromosome placements for males and for
females, how that at birth, the male is already 2 a
girl, and how socialization plays a major part of who
we become. We give the boys the G.I. Joe dolls,
and expect only the girls to be able to do the artsy
stuff. Anyway, | remember looking into the mirror,
and in my head | was a girl, but the face looking
back at me was not. Very unsettling! | just simply
did not relate as a male once | hit puberty. | started
with training bra and panties even then.

How did your family deal with this?

They would not have been able to cope well. As
soon as | could, | chose to not give them the
opportunity to oppose me, by leaving home early.
This was a time for major life decisions for me. | felt
| needed to focus on my goals, define what my
goals were. In my late teens and early 20’s, | was
truly trying to achieve not only my gender
orientation (male to female), but also determine
whether | was bisexual. | have always felt stronger
towards other women, so bisexuality was not so
much a conscious decision but a natural state. It
was also around that time that | discovered BDSM.

Tell us about that discovery.

| found that BDSM was a natural complement to
each side of me. | started out as a submissive in
my late teens/early 20’s. | was first with a Master,
but | always seemed to be more intimate with other
women in the scene. In my late 20’s, | moved to
more of the Dominant role. A natural opportunity
occurred when | was “given” a submissive by
another Dominant woman. She was a totally erotic

submissive slut (and | just love erotic sluts!). |
found myself in that role, feeling like “a kid in the
candy store”, and | couldn’t get enough!

What | have found is that the Dominant role has
been much more meaningful and fulfilling to me. |
get great pleasure from fulfilling the needs of the
subs.

You are planning on helping to moderate the
next OPEx meeting in July, with the topic of
Gender Bending. Can you explain the
differences between the classifications, such as
transsexual (TS), or a cross dresser or
transvestite (CD/TV)?

Let’s start with the TS classification... first of all,
there are two basic groups of transsexuals,
medically pre-operative and medically post-
operative. Surgeries for male-to-female began in
the 1950’s. The cost ranges up to fifteen thousand
dollars for the surgeries that are necessary, plus
you are also looking at medical treatment, such as
hormone therapy, etc. The first female to male
surgery was in the late 80’s, and their numbers
have been skyrocketing since the early 90’s.

Am | pre-op or post-op? Well, that is so personal, |
would like to leave that in the minds of those select
few in Florida who know me intimately!

A TS may or may not be medically defined solely
by their female anatomy. Physically, they may not
be all the way there yet, but mentally, they are.
Many go through their whole life confused, while
getting married, staying in the closet, and living a
lie.

(Continued on page 10)
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Intervigw with Mistress Candg... by Gazellg

(Continued from page 9)

A cross dresser or transvestite is simply someone
who finds an emotionally satisfying release in
temporarily “pretending”. They may be a fetish-
oriented person, eroticizing women’s panties or silk
stockings, for example. It is usually just a harmless
compulsion. They may go to work during the day as
a man, and then spend their free time as a woman.
A male CD does not see himself as a woman,
though.

You also have your drag queens or female
impersonators, which is a term used for those who
are primarily in the entertainment industry.

Can you give some examples on how this all
could be used in the scene?

There are now more and more family therapists
who are recommending that couples bring cross
dressing into their marriage because it can help
both partners, even in non-BDSM relationships.

Many in the scene use cross-dressing as a form of
punishment or humiliation only. You'd be surprised
how common it is in the scene. | have found that it
is a gender-neutral or pan-gender trait, in many
male, female or even transsexual subs, to satisfy
this burning desire for humiliation. This humiliation
can also take the form of physical or verbal, or
both. The end result is that this pent-up need for
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release is satisfied!

Most Pro Dommes | know here in Florida uses
dress up as a part of at some of their scenes, if not
all.

| also will sometimes get a call from a straight
vanilla couple, who want a 3-some with me. They
are looking for the unique, hot experience of being
with a transsexual woman.

The women who come to me for play know that |
have been on both sides of the coin, so to speak.
They get the femme me, with the knowledge that |
am a TS. They also know that when | talk to them
during a scene, whispering into their ear, they
cannot manipulate me like they can a male Master.
| really read through them immediately!

What most interests you about the BDSM
lifestyle?

It is having the ability to express myself by giving
such pleasure. Nothing gets me wetter faster than
giving pleasure to a totally sweet sub slut who
appreciates how | make her feel!

| also believe that Dominant women need to share
and help each other out. | am a very open type of
Dominant. | think that everyone should have the
opportunity to learn and play.

(Continued on page 11)
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[Intervigw with Mistress Candy... by Gazelle

(Continued from page 10)
Do you use humor in your scenes?

Ask some who have watched or who have played
with me: | love using humor hand in hand with the
humiliation.

How can you tell if what you are doing is
humiliation vs. embarrassment?

Communication, reading their body language,
experience... many people need the sharp edge of
humiliation to attain that certain level of release.
Knowing what they express they need.

Do you as a Dominant have limits?

| believe that God did not give us total carte blanche
with other people... we do not have the right to just do
whatever we might please to them. While | may enjoy
administering an extremely hot looking welt, | am not
comfortable in drawing blood. | don’t see the need for
it. | am also not into water sports or scat, either. |
don’t do those types of scenes, or those that | have
no experience in.

What are your favorite types of scenes?

| adore doing CBT, breast and labia torture, strap-
on dildoes and whips. | also pride myself in role
playing games, with a sophisticated professional
businesswoman, head nurse or teacher being my
very favorite roles to play.

Finally, are there any preconceived notions
about transgenders that you would like to
debunk?

So little is truly known by the general public about
this phenomenon, and there hasn’t been enough
time for the falsehoods to really get a foothold.

One of the biggest problems, however, is that
90% of the population truly believe that a TV or
CD must be gay. This is so very erroneous! The
vast majority of true TV/CDs are heterosexual!
This is why so many of them remain in the closet.

This is why when a heterosexual male goes to a
transsexual for a scene, often it relieves them of
any guilt or fear of having a homosexual
experience. This is a woman they are with!

Weve Moved!
AbGgolute Leather

has moved! Come join
Jim and Laverne at their
new location at
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Orlando, FL 32804
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Well, since they decided to close our Ryan’s
location, we have secured an alternate meeting
place, namely, the Gator’s Dockside on Semoran
(436) and Hoffner, north of the airport. But I'm
pretty sure that the management there would
appreciate it also if you were to order food and not
just sodas (not naming any names here, you know
who you are...).

{Announcgments

dchedulg for Upcoming
OpEx Meetings

Topic Date

Gender Bending July 17th

First Amendment Issues
with David Wasserman

August 21st

Role Play September

18th

Coming Out to Friends | October 16th

and Family

November
20th

To Be Announced

Likewise December 18th

Orlando

MUNCH

The ORLANDO MUNCH meets on the 4th Saturday of the month.
Location is the Gator’s Dockside Restaurant on Semoran (436) and
Hoffner, north of the airport. Time is 2-5 PM. Please, no fetish or scene
wear at the restaurant.

OPEXx, the Orlando Power Exchange, a Pansexual Discussion Group,
will meet on Saturday, July 17th, 2-4 PM, in the GLBCC bldg., located at
934 N. Mills Ave in Orlando. The topic will be “Gender Bending®“. This is
an open discussion and demo- please come and join. Bring some of
your favorite rope, too! Call (407) 330-2184 for further information.

NEWCOMERS/BEGINNERS CLASSES- Will be held monthly at the
GLBCC bldg. from noon to 2 PM, immediately preceding the OPEx
meetings.

MasT Meeting ...Discussion group held regularly on the 1st Sunday of
the month. For meeting location and further information, please contact
SybilKing@mindspring.com, or call the message line at 893-4144.

Central Florida LeatherWomen.... This is a new group being formed in
the Central Florida area, for the purpose of gathering women together to
discuss and to speak of our common goals, interests, objectives &
concerns as leatherwomen and women within the BDSM community. The
meetings will be held on the Sunday after the Orlando Munch, from noon
till 2PM, at Gators Dockside Restaurant (same location as the munch)

Orlando Munch Message Phone — Quite frequently, people call the
message line (that number, again, is 407-330-2184) and then fail to
leave a message. Folks, this line is never picked up. The only option is
to leave a message. We will return your call if requested, so don’t be
shy! It's not an audition.

Orlando Munch Message Board & Chat Room — If you haven’t been
by the Orlando Munch web site (address over on the left), you might not
know that we have our own Forum and Chat room. Poke your head in
and leave a message!




