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Gazellg’s Corner

Welcome to this month’s issue
of PowerLines, the newsletter of
the Orlando BDSM Munch
community.

Thanks to all who came to the
last Orlando Munch, helping it
grow to the largest ever! We
had over 150 people at Gators
in July for the Munch... simply
amazing! We had enough wait
staff to help things run
smoothly, and it was just all
those hot-blooded kinky people
that made it feel warm in there!
Starting this month, the non-
smoking area of the restaurant
will be seated sooner, so that
should ease things a bit. The
restaurant is also going to start
adding a mandatory gratuity on
all the checks, because of the
size of the group. Please feel
free to add more on to your
check, though! | know that the
staff works their tails off for us!
Thanks to Gators for giving us a
great place to meet every
month.

With so many people coming to
this munch, even from other
areas of the state, it really
points to the fact that people
really want and need a place to
meet and mingle. There has
been such an explosion of
groups starting up in the past
several years, all across the
state. Munch groups, women’s

groups, discussion groups, etc.
In a future PowerLines, and also
on the website, | will start a
column and a page listing some
of the groups, and contact
names and numbers for more
information. If you know of one
that you want listed, please let
me know. | hope we can really
step up and support these local
groups, just as people have
supported the Orlando Munch.

Plans are really coming together
for the Orlando Munch’s Fourth
Anniversary Party in April. | hope
to have registration forms
available starting in October.
Inside this edition is a little teaser
listing what we plan to offer next
year. If you thought Bash at the
Beach ‘99 was incredible, just
wait till our 2000 party takes
place! It will be place to be
next year!

I’'m really looking forward to next
month’s OPEX meeting, with the
topic of Role Playing. So much of
our “play” is built around
assuming different roles, be they
pirate/damsel, teacher/student,
Daddy/girl, Mommy/boy, Cop/
prisoner, etc. Come share
experiences and ideas at this
roundtable discussion!

We've done a lot of talking about
the need for Mentors in the
scene. The Advisory Board has
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come up with a novel, | think,
way of getting information out to
those who have questions... we
will be starting our “T & A
group” (Tips and Advice!). We
hope to gather those with
questions together with those
with answers. Just meet us from
1-2PM the day of the munch,
right at Gators. (it will be held
between the women’s group and
the Munch)

Have a great month!

Gagelle
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Wnnivegrsary Party-2000

Imagine yourself at a 3 day, 3 night convention... at a hotel right on the world’s most famous beach..
Your schedule filled with workshops, featuring great presenters teaching about interesting and informative
topics... the opportunity to peruse through some of the finest wares from around the country at the wicked
wares vendor fair.... A sparkling evening of dinner and dancing and fabulous fetishes on parade... an
auction of the finest Masters/Mistresses/slaves (to benefit a local charity)... at least 4 full floors dedicated
just to us... 3 full nights of the hottest dungeon play around.... And a farewell brunch to send us back
home with fond memories.... Of being surrounded by a couple hundred of your very favorite people!
Sound good? Well, you need to mark your calendars now, put in for vacation time from work, save your
pennies, etc. The next big bash is scheduled for The Orlando Munch 4th Anniversary Party, and will be
held on April 27-30, 2000!

Registration forms will be available beginning in October. Costs will, as always, be extremely reasonable.
Keep watching here in PowerLines, and on the website, for more information!

Thank YJou Note

| want to express my deep
appreciation, from both myself
and Woody/frisky /Zynk1000,
to everyone in the community
who responded to the request
last month for items to help set
up his new household. He
came home on August 13" to
an apartment that was
complete with furniture, linens,
dishes, towels, household
items - everything he needs to
live comfortably in his new
home. Not only did you all
respond with the actual items
that are in the apartment, there
were so many other offers of
things that | had already
received from others that | had
to decline. | was overwhelmed
at the outpouring of caring and
assistance that came from this
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As always, please remember that the contents of
this column are merely my ideas and beliefs about
the BDSM lifestyle and are not necessarily
representative of those of the editors of PowerLines
or the Orlando BDSM Munch/OPEx.

This month’s column arises from a letter that |
received from an on-line reader out in California.
The writer of the letter is a female submissive, and
she wrote regarding a situation that occurred with a
female submissive friend of hers. Apparently this
friend is involved in a new relationship with a male
dominant, and the letter writer has some concerns
about the responsibilities that her friend has been
asked to shoulder. Among other things, the
dominant has established that the submissive will
be responsible for birth control and the safe-
keeping of condoms, for all of his housework, all of
his personal correspondence, all of his record-
keeping, she must pay for the meals when they go
out to eat, his drinks if they go to a bar, their
admission fee if they go to a scene related event,
and many other things. The letter writer says I
thought that the point of being submissive was that
so that | don’t have to be responsible.” WOAH! |
was quite taken aback by this statement, but then,
on further consideration, | began to wonder if
perhaps she meant “control” instead of
“responsibility.” For the submissive does give up
their control to the dominant, but some
responsibilities are shared and some are individual,
but both the dominant and the submissive always
have them. Additionally, the writer of the letter also
implied that it was not healthy for the submissive to
have all of these demands placed upon them. |
wonder if she was implying that this was an abusive
relationship, but because that concern was not
stated as such, | am not sure that she meant the
implication. So, then, this month’s column shall be
on the role of responsibility in a BDSM relationship.

In today’s society we hear a lot of talk about
responsibility. We hear of those people who blame
their actions as a result of some trauma in
childhood and thereby attempt to absolve
themselves from all responsibility. We also (albeit
much more rarely) hear of someone who takes full
responsibility for their actions, such as a neighbor
of ours who ran over a cat and then went door-to-
door in the neighborhood looking for the owner,
when it would have been very easy to keep on
driving. This person accepted the responsibility
they assumed when they got behind the wheel.

Closer to the scene, we’ve all heard the horror
stories of the submissive who goes to meet an
unknown dominant at a hotel room and who ended-
up severely injured. There is, inevitably (and
deservedly so!) backlash against the so-called
“dominant” who did this. However, it is more
infrequent that we hear of people pointing out that
the submissive did not live up to their responsibility
to protect themselves. Being a submissive does
NOT absolve one of responsibilities! Being a
submissive, in fact, is to be just as responsible as
the dominant within the BDSM relationship. We
also, occasionally, hear of the dominant and/or
submissive who does live up to their
responsibilities, and these people tend to be highly
regarded as potential owners/ownees and friends
and mentors.

What do these responsibilities entail? For all
parties involved, there is the responsibility of safety,
of knowing safewords and being willing to use/obey
them. There is the responsibility of being honest in
regard to limits, with the dominant responsible for
not going over the limit, and the submissive being
very clear about how far they can be pushed. The
dominant also has limits, and must tell the
submissive of what they are. All parties are
responsible for communicating needs and concerns
in a manner that leads to the other person
understanding what they are conveying. All parties
must be willing to adhere to negotiated scenes and
limits and/or contracts, and, to at least some extent,
be negotiable when the vanilla world intrudes into
the BDSM aspects of life. All parties are
responsible for being trustworthy and honest, at all
times.

Some things that a person is individually
responsible for include: their own happiness, their
own health, being comfortable with their needs, the
ability to be self-introspective and to still love
themselves, to be able to be honest with
themselves and with others, to be able to identify
their feelings and emotions, to accept that they will
not always be in a completely, overtly dominant or
submissive frame of mind...the list goes on and on.
Yes, some of these ideas are phrased as being
“abilities,” but the individual is responsible for
making sure that they possess them.

An important note: As | was in the process of
reviewing this column, | asked my slave to
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

proofread it. (Though | am still responsible for its
content, of course.) He raised the question of
some relationships where the dominant exerts what
is perceived as being total control over the
submissive. These relationships are rare, but they
do exist. However, it is important to note the word
“perceived”, as it is a statement of fact that the
submissive still has some individual responsibilities.
The submissive still has individual thoughts (though
an argument can be made here for mind-control
through the dominant.) Additionally, the submissive
still must take care of themselves, though the
dominant may tell them how and when self-care is
to be dealt with. Ultimately, the submissive is
responsible for following through on these
commands. The submissive, as well, has a
responsibility to look out for themselves, and in the
context of contractual BDSM, with its emphasis on
“Safe, Sane and Consensual,” must consent to
being controlled in such a manner, and be willing to
accept the responsibility to end the relationship if
and when it becomes abusive, or unfulfilling or
unhealthy.

Something that | have run into, with my slave, is
that he feels like he is somehow not meeting my
needs when | have moments of depression or
sadness. He feels that it is his responsibility, as my
slave, to make sure that | am always happy. While
| can understand this desire, as | am a nurturer
myself, | also know that happiness and other
emotions are an individual and internal
phenomenon. Yes, my slave can attempt to “cheer
me up” but ultimately | will have to get to that point,
he cannot force me there. By the same token, |
cannot force my slave into what he calls “a slave
mindset.” | can encourage him to go there, via
various methods, but ultimately it his mindset and
he will have to get himself there. Something that |
frequently see, in the BDSM community, is a
submissive giving up their responsibility for their
own health and turning it over to the dominant. A
good example of this is a male submissive that |
know, who quit smoking because his owner wanted
that. While | am all for breaking this habit/addiction,
it needs to be done because the submissive
recognizes it as being a problem and wants to
make the change. It is an internal decision. Once
the relationship ended, the submissive took up the
habit again. In his mind, he was merely following
her wishes/orders and had not done it for himself,
and once he was released, he felt that he no longer

had to live up to that commitment. Another
common occurrence that | see is submissives that
go into a BDSM relationship because they do not
want to have to be responsible for their actions.
They think that because they are submissive, their
dominant will be responsible for everything. This is
not true. The dominant will be in control, or as
much in control as the submissive is willing to turn
over, but they will not be able to (and should not
want to) assume responsibility for the areas listed
above as being things that an individual is
responsible to, for themselves.

Now, in regards to the letter and the concerns
expressed in it. After looking at the whole list of
what the submissive was to be responsible for, |
could see nothing in the list that was inappropriate.
After all, the dominant and the submissive came to
the conclusion that this is how the responsibilities
were to be divided up. | might not divide them in
the same manner, and others would go further or
not as far, but | see nothing untoward in what the
submissive is being asked to do. As a dominant, |
see the role of a submissive, in regards to me, is to
make my life easier, so that | can kick back and
relax and enjoy life (and watch them running
around the house, naked, vacuuming!) | have a
responsibility to make sure that the slave is well
trained, lives up to their duties and performs them
correctly, is nurtured and loved and kept safe at all
times. | may hurt a slave, in the context of playing,
but | am not allowed to harm them. The slave/
submissive is responsible for following their orders,
completing their duties to my specifications, loving
me, being honest and open with me, and helping
me to grow, as | help them. It would seem to me
that so long as the dominant and the submissive
are content with their, responsibilities and that both
are having their needs met, then the outside world
should not judge. It was implied, in the letter that
this might be an abusive relationship. If the letter
writer was basing that thought on just what she
included in her letter, then I'd venture to say that it
is not abusive, so long as it is consensual. The
letter writer (and the rest of us, for that matter!)
need to be ever vigilant in remembering that every
relationship has its own dynamics, and we should
not judge others just because they are following a
different pattern than us. | would encourage the
letter writer to approach her friend, with a very
open-mind, and to let the friend know what the
writer perceives as occurring in the relationship. If
(Continued on page 11)
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How often do you get the chance to study safe,
sane, consensual sexuality in the comfort of a lush
tropical setting during a time when most of the
country is preparing for winter? How often do you
find ten days of leather activities being hosted by
two of the communities leading educational
institutions? Ft. Leatherdale will be ten days of
leather in Fort Lauderdale, Florida October 1-10,
1999. Study with some of the greatest leather
educators such as: Joseph Bean, Tony DeBlase,
Fluffy, Lolita, Patrick McCarty, Jack McGeorge,
Shere Rose, and Kasi Sumrall.

® |eather University’s Dungeon 401 is in session
October 1-4, 1999. Leather University starts at 6pm
Friday and run until noon Monday. Saturday night is
prom night, featuring DecaDance, the homecoming
prom with attitude. Past students hail the Dungeon
series for their small class, hands-on workshops,
featuring some of the top educators in the country.
Sunday’s graduation features graduation exercises
and a play party. Throughout the weekend, bar
crawls to Leatherdale’s local bars will be provided.

® |eather Interlude - For those who need to rest
and regain their strength, and those who just want
to have fun before Living In Leather XIV,
Leatherdale’s local travel agent, Marc Hansen has
gone out of his way to create fun tours that you
probably never thought of doing during a leather
event. The offerings include: Discovery Cruise to
Nassau - Key West Party Tour - Orlando/Disney
World Tour - Everglades Day Tour. Reservations

must be made in advance for these tours. Call 1-
800-234-8510. Ask for Marc.

® NLA’s Living In Leather XIV - The Original
Annual Pansexual Event runs October 7-10, 1999.
LIL opens, unofficially on Thursday evening at the
Clarion Hollywood Hotel, with an early arrival
Caribbean Dinner party out by the pool on the
intracoastal waterway. Registration begins bright
and early Friday morning followed by the start of 50
classes, workshops and panel discussions, rated
for your individual skill level, running daily until
Sunday afternoon. In addition, there is the LIL
vendor bazaar, a new Leather Archives & Museum
traveling show, the original activist roundtable,
opening ceremonies, Saturday night dinner show
featuring the Human Sculpture Troupe and a
surprise MC, and of course, the famous LIL
dungeons (Thursday-Sunday), not to mention
Leatherdale’s tropical nightlife. And if all this gets to
be too much for you, just walk across the street to
the beach.

What more could one ask for? Warm sunny days
and moonlit nights, palms swaying in the breeze,
gentle waves washing over your feet, and hundreds
of leather, SM, fetish people to share it with. Come
join the fun!

For more information about Dungeon 401 contact
Leather University by email at:
registrar@leatheru.com, or visit their web site at
www.leatheru.com For Dungeon 401 travel
arrangements contact Marc Hansen, Olwell Travel
at 800-234-8510. For hotel reservations call: Red
Carpet Inn at 954/792-8181. You must ask for the
Leather University Group rate, $44.95 per night,
with up to four people per room. (Diane is the
reservations manager).

For more information about LIL XIV contact NLA-
Intl by email at: LIL1999NLA@aol.com, or visit
their web site at www.nla-i.com/. You can also
check the NLA-Florida web site at:
www.geocities.com/~zometimes/nla-fl.html For LIL
travel arrangements contact Tony Gorrell, Travel
Bureau of Dallas at 800-598-7004. For hotel
reservations call: The Clarion Hollywood at
954/458-1900 or 800/329-9019. Be sure to mention
NLA or Living In Leather to get our special room
rates, $75-$85.
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Well, I'm primarily submissive, but the name
NotSoSubby, | was named by what | call the
Weenietot Dom online. One day he was IMing me,
telling me “on your knees, bitch,” and | responded
with “Bite me,” or something equally as crude. He
came back with “Well you’re not so subby.” It
occurred to me that that would be a particularly
good name for me. But I'm primarily submissive, bi,
| do switch, but primarily submissive.

9 -
%7

4 O too: (o]

More top than dom.
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Yeah, he was so whiny. “My knees are hurting, stop
riding me.” (Laughs)
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That name online has probably been a year or so,
give or take. I'm not on all the time, | go in spurts. |
come on, then | drift here for a little bit, then | come
back and forth. | was “Flashy” before that, then |
was “Darling Toy”, | had all sorts of fun names.
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No, I'm one of the old folks that predates the
computer. | got involved, | think it was in 1986,
through meeting somebody, and not really
understanding what any of it was all about. He
knew that | pretty much had a vanilla background.
We dated for quite a while, he never kissed me,
never did anything, really had me wanting a lot of
things. | was beginning to wonder about him quite a
bit. But | still liked him an awful lot. Then one night
he asked if he could tie me down to a kitchen chair

and have dinner with me that way. It was almost
like a 9 ¥2 Weeks kind of thing. He fed me dinner,
and then he started telling me about DS and his
lifestyle, and asked me would | be interested, talked
to me about it a lot. He asked me to come back the
next night, which | did (laughing). He had a copy of
Jay Wiseman’s book 9< , he laid me out on the
bed and read it to me, over several nights, but that
was the first night. He had my hands tied down,
loosely so that | could get out if | wanted to, if | got
scared, and made me have affirmative consent to
every aspect, every inch that we went. The rest is
history!

9 0]
4 .
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My grandfather used to have the
magazines, and | can remember as a very young
child, not old enough to read, taking his True
Detective magazines and getting butterflies in my
stomach, | don’t know if it was sexual excitement, |
was maybe 5 or 6. | knew | wasn’t supposed to
have them, | didn’t know why, but | just knew |
wasn’t supposed to have them. So | used to sleep
with them under my covers and look at the pictures
of the women tied up in the trunks of the car, the
Nazi concentration solders around interrogating
her, | used to think that was pretty interesting!
When you look back in retrospect, you can say “Oh
yeah,” the arms over the head when you’re having
sex, things like that, but not having a context or
words for it.
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| was so excited, mentally, physically, sexually,
emotionally, | was just gone. Actually, the minute he
tied my hand down to the kitchen chair, it was all
over. He didn’t really touch me that night either. He
fed me dinner, he talked to me. It was very
interesting. I'll forever be grateful for the way he
introduced me.

6 + % :7
| was with him for a little over six years.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
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No, more like a 12/6 (laughs). | don’t do 24/7. I'm
NotSoSubby in my day-to-day life. | find that with a
lot of submissives, that they tend to be very
dominant in their day-to-day living. But | also find
that a lot of dominants are dominant in their day-to-
day living, and | haven’t figured out why that is so.
No, 24/7 full time would be too exhausting for me.

6 :
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In the beginning it was one-on-one, occasionally we
played with others. It was primarily one-on-one,
non-monogamous. We were a couple who
occasionally included others.

0] 2 o
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Then | made a huge mistake. | met somebody at a
public club and my ex told me this person was
trouble and | should stay away. | was thinking in a
vanilla context “Oh you're just jealous and you don’t
want to see me with anybody else.” So | did not
listen. And | had a very, very bad experience. |
didn’t play with anybody for about a year after that.

D % 2: 7

Yes. | think other submissives can learn from this,
but if people tell you bad things about somebody,
sometimes they are motivated for less than good
reasons, but if you hear that, you really should stop,
look and listen. We played one time in a public
club, and everything was fine. He invited me to his
home, and mistake one was | allowed him to tie me
down, first time playing alone. Once | was tied
down, he gagged me and, although | had not
consented to this, he decided he was going to give
me an enema, and it was laced with wine. | got so
outrageously drunk that | was spinning all over, and
he basically raped me for 14 hours. | learned a very
hard lesson, and | hope that other people can learn
from these mistakes. While he was at fault for the
things that he did, | had a lot of responsibility in
what happened to me. | am one online who always
preaches that the submissive is as responsible for
safety as the dominant. If you allow somebody to
tie you up, you had better know them, because
once you are there, it's over. That's why | don’t

necessarily subscribe to that “bad dom” list that so
many people try to get together.

% 7

| did have a lot of information, | was brought in by
somebody, he kept telling me all the things |
needed to do to keep myself safe. He is a very
respectful person. Like | said, the first time that he
tied me down, he tied me in a way that any time |
could have gotten loose. With that being my only
perception, and the people we were involved with
all operated at a high level of integrity, | didn’t really
think that the bad guys were out there. | knew this
person, it was at Hellfire, he knew people. Just
because you see people at a munch, or at a play
party, and they know people, does NOT mean that
they are a safe person. Ask around.

1 % z z
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That was the main relationship. | had another
relationship after my bad experience, of 2 2 years,
maybe 3 years, that wishy-washy time whether
you’re not sure you’re together or not. Other than
that, I've played with friends, and in groups and
such like that. I'm not a “collar hopper”. | have to
meet somebody, and then probably date them for a
while.

% % 7

Yes, with men primarily, although | have with
women. There is one woman in particular who | am
anxiously awaiting the little crook of the finger with
the “come hither” look, which she has promised me
is coming. That will be just a play occasion, but it's
somebody that | trust, and I've done my homework
and asked around. You learn that lesson once, if
you’re bright, and if you’re lucky enough to live
through it.

= # - %
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It's funny because my relationships outside of DS
are primarily women. Before | was with this man |
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
was almost exclusively with women. For a long time
| considered myself to be a lesbian who fucked
men, which really messed up the women’s thing.
Then I finally said okay, I’'m probably bisexual
°C @) : "0 +

: + % A.
Or maybe not, God! (Laughter). Or maybe I'm not
bi, maybe I'm straight? Maybe I’'m a straight girl
who likes to fuck women, | don’t know! In the nicest
of ways! But | find that in my day-to-day life I'm
more female-centered.

% % + 4
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| get a great deal of pleasure out of making other
people happy. | know that sounds canned, but like
if you find the quintessential birthday gift for
somebody, and you know the joy you get when you
get it, you’re driving to their house, you know
they’re gonna love this. | get that through
submission a lot of times. I'm not a robot sub, I'm
very intuitive. | like to offer delightful little surprises
along the way, whether it's an article of clothing, an
attitude, a smile, a tongue sticking out at the right
moment. | remember one night, casually playing
with somebody, and they were doing clothespins up
my arms, they put one on my ear, and they were
going to put one on my other ear, and | stuck my
tongue out. And he almost fell over. That just gives
me a tremendous amount of joy. Also, it used to be
my quote on my profile, “DS does not mean dour
and sullen.” It’s a joy that | offer with submission. |
don’t like the real heavy “cloak and dagger” feel
about it. That's fine for some people, it's not my
style.

+ 7

For me it's more cerebral. A little bit of pain is fine.
Of course, the deeper | am into a subspace kind of
head, the less | actually feel the pain, so maybe |
like the pain more, I’'m not quite sure about that. I'm
not primarily a masochist, but | like a lot of cerebral
play, humiliation play, just a lot of mind games, that
type of thing, rather than real heavy, although a
cane is a wickedly wonderful thing. But then a cane
is so emotionally loaded, it makes that little sweet
sound in the ear, it's touched up to you to be lined
up first, caressing you, and you know what’s
coming. Anticipation is my favorite activity! | like

sensory deprivation play, a lot of it is cerebral and
not necessarily physical.

= 4 (0]
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Now like is a subjective word! | said | enjoyed the
cane. When you start getting into that, it’s a lot of
loaded emotional areas, so it can be very cerebral.
Sometimes it can just be fun. It really depends on
the context in which you’re playing, from time to
time. | do know people who are masochists who
just like to be caned until they are bleeding and can
barely walk, and that works for them. That's not me.
No no no!
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Correct. And when | say surprise, | don't mean in a
“sammy” way, | mean in a delightful sort of “I can’t
believe you did that, isn’t that great” kind of a thing.
Just doing something that is kind of a little quirky.

. . . .
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4 7

Certain people who I've met have influenced me,
obviously my first dom. You know, you never forget
your first girl, your St. Pauli girl, you never forget
your first dom. Different people and styles. | don’t
know about movies and books. Everybody has read
the Beauty series, I'm sure most of us read it with
one hand. | don’t know that | would ever want to act
out any part of that, maybe a page here, a page
there, but that’s about it. There are different books,
interesting things, but | wouldn’t say that any of
them really influenced me.
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%% 7

I've been online, so | do meet people that | know
only as blips across the screen, but my primary
involvement is with three dimensional people. I'll
chat online, and occasionally have joined
discussion groups. | don’t really think that the long
distance thing works well for me. But it doesn’t
mean that we can’t talk and share ideas. But I'm
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)
not going to submit to someone from Nevada or
Maine, get collared after our fourth IM.

6
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| think it's a double edged sword. As we were
talking before, when [ first got involved, even
though | was with somebody who had a long
standing in the community, there were many events
that he was invited to that | was not. It took a long
time to be accepted into the community. | think that
the online experience has allowed a lot of people to
get into the community really quickly, without
sounding snobbish or something, without earning
their way in. You used to have to really look for
community, find your way in, kind of prove yourself
a little. I'm not saying that is necessarily good. It's
just that now you can decide on Monday that you'’re
going to be a dom, and on Friday you're at a play
party. You don’t have to have a mentor, you don’t
ever have to say “Gee, | don’'t know how to do this.”
| think it's caused a lot of people to get hurt, and it's
brought it pretty mainstream, and | really don’t like
being part of the mainstream. But on the other
hand, | think a lot of people who may not have ever
had words, or may not have been fortunate enough
as | was to just meet somebody, who was able to
bring me into a community. It's opened up an
avenue for them. Or people who just want to
explore it and never take it real time. It's got its
good sides, it's got its bad sides. I've never heard
such mindless drivel and rules and regulations
since | got online. First time | got online, started
reading the stuff on DS posting, | thought “What are
they talking about, I've never heard of this stuff!” |
can'’t lift my eyes off the floor? Get a grip!
(Laughter).

oo 4 t
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Actually | have a great deal of responsibility to
newcomers. It's caused me a lot of anguish. If
someone comes into a chat room who is new and
is asking questions, sincere questions, not “What
are you wearing baby?” kind of questions, but
sincere questions, | feel that | have a responsibility,
as somebody who’s been in the community for a
long time, to answer them as honestly as | can, and

to provide references if | can, such as a good book
to read, a good website to go look at. | always tell
them that the answers that I'm giving them are
based on my experiences and my opinion, your
mileage may vary. It's very frustrating, | used to do
a lot of mentoring online, which is something we
tried a long time ago, we sort of had an
organization to help new people coming in to kind
of protect them from predatory types. | clearly
remember mentoring this one woman, she would
bellyache and complain and carry on, I'd tell her
she needed to wait. | stopped mentoring her, she
had met Dom Wonderful online, she lived in
Florida, he lived in Pittsburgh, he wanted her to
come see him, which is fine if that’'s what she
wanted to do. | told her how to go about being safe.
He would not tell her his name, where he lived, his
phone number, nothing. She was to fly to
Pittsburgh, go to a hotel room, undress, leave the
door unlocked and wait for him, and she did.
Luckily she came back alive. It really tore me up
because | knew where she was. She did not want
me as a safe call. It put me in a terrible position. |
will help people and mentor people, but when they
clearly say with their actions or their words that they
are not interested, then | just walk away these
days, I'm not up for the abuse.

9 4 + % :
: 7

Right. If you really want to know, and you have the
right to disagree with me. I’'m not saying you have
to do this because | say you have to do it, but if you
are going to disregard everything | say, don’t ask
me, don’t waste my time. If you really want to know
what is safe, if you really want some real

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

information, I'd be happy to share my experiences
and my information with you. Don’t just jerk me
around and get me to agree with whatever it is you
want to do anyhow.

b % . 7

I’'m out to a lot of my vanilla friends. They know I'm
kinky, and they think they know what that means. |
have not bothered to answer questions that they
haven’t asked. | have a very good friend, we’ve
been friends for a really long time. She is just this
Domina that you would not believe. She just needs
to be woken up and handed a whip, because she
has everything else down, including - well, I'm not
going to out her here, cancel all this. I'm out to
some, I'll answer the questions that they ask me,
but if they don’t have the knowledge to ask me
other questions, | don’t need to volunteer it, you
know.

0] £¢ 0 +
g ow

No! (Laughter). Probably having 9< read to
me, not knowing anything about it, and each
sentence - if you read it, it's not a salacious book,
but the brutal honesty of it, and the way that Jay
just no holds barred, no pretty language, it's not
necessarily a hot book, but when your hands are
tied above your head, and someone’s reading it to

you, telling you that this is what they want from you,
that would probably have to be it.

100 4 + O 7

I’'m at an interesting point in my life. My child is
grown and on her own, and giving up a lot of
responsibility that I've had for care of the parents.
It's the first time in my life where I've really had a lot
of freedom. I’'m not really sure where | want my
scene life to go right now because there’s so much
about myself that | want to explore, and open
myself up to, that | have not been able to have the
freedom to do. And not that being enslaved, in a
good way, can’t give you tremendous freedom. I'm
just not sure what | want. So | want to keep a lot of
my options open. | have some thoughts about more
time on the other side of the whip, as they say, but
before | think | would move there in any real way
that | would want to get a mentor and learn more
psychological things. | have some skills, | know
how to flog, | know how to tie knots, but I think a
top, or a Domina, has much more than an ability to
tie knots. There’s much more emotional, at least in
my style of play, much more emotional. | don’t
know where I’'m going, right now I’'m just enjoying
the ride.

* + (0] -
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(Continued on page 11)

1 Bcginncr’s bDSM C]asscs and tlwc Orlanc]o Fowcr Exchangc
(OFEX) mcctings are held montHy at the GLBCC offices from

% noon ‘il two and from two il four, resPectivclg, on the third 5aturda3

T oF every month.

Tl‘!c GLBCC has moved to their new location next to Kainbow
1 Citg, 934 N. Mills Ave in Orlanc]o. StoP on down!
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Just that | can’t emphasize strongly
enough that there are bad
dominants and bad submissives.
We are all responsible for our own
safety, and the safety of those
around us to a certain degree. We
should all care and nurture each
other, even if someone has been in
the scene for a very long time
doesn’'t mean that they can’t be hurt
or fooled or what have you. Be kind
and open to others, don’t think that
we know everything.

204-1919
(i Bik. J'.'. '[].cgil}

M-Sal 9am-2am
Sun 10am-2am

(Continued from page 4)

they have a good friendship and are both reasonably well versed
in communication, then the submissive in the relationship should
be able to lay her friend’s fears to rest. On the other hand, if the
submissive is, in fact, miserable and possibly in an abusive
relationship, then this would be an avenue for her to ask for
help.

| hope that we can each learn to take responsibility for our own
actions and our own commitments, whether we are dominant or
submissive. And | hope that we can learn that there are some
things that we cannot be responsible for and to not become
wracked with guilt over them.

Until next month, be well and play safely!

Mistress Laura
MsLaura is not looking for additional slaves or play partners.
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The Official Newsletter of The
Orlando Munch and OPEx Group

P.0. Box 471372
Lake Monroe, FL 32747

Phone: 407-330-2184 (Leave a message)
Email: orlmunch@mindspring.com
Web: hitp://www.mindspring.com/~orlmunch

Personals

Board of Advisors

Gazelle: gazelle123@aol.com
Torville: Torville@mindspring.com
Rick: 71443.1351@compuserve.com
Ms. Virgo: dreamer@totcon.com
Fluffy: fluffy@digital.net

Diane: lapetimort@aol.com

Rap: rapacious2@aol.com

B %% Looking for a room mate to share the expenses on
my home in Orlando. A new home in an upscale neighborhood, 3/2 with
a pool. $400 and split the utilities. Must be understanding of my business
as a Dominatrix. Contact Bernadette at LoveBoots@aol.com.

B %% In search of female or male roommate for BDSM
household- private room/bath. Non-smoker preferred. $375/mo
includes all. Available November 1st, 1999. For further information,
please contact Lapetimort at lapetimort@aol.com.

{Announcgments

dchedulg for Upcoming
OpEx Meetings

Topic Date

Role Play September

18th

Coming Out to Friends | October 16th

and Family

Alternative Lifestyles & | November
the new Millennium 20th

Flogging & Caning December 18th

Spirituality In the Scene | January 15th

Orlando

MUNCH

The B )( <&($1 meets on the 4th Saturday of the month.
Location is the Gator’s Dockside Restaurant on Semoran (436) and
Hoffner, north of the airport. Time is 2-5 PM. Please, no fetish or scene
wear at the restaurant.

C@2 the Orlando Power Exchange, a Pansexual Discussion Group,
will meet on Saturday, September 18th, 2-4 PM, in the GLBCC bldg.,
located at 934 N. Mills Ave in Orlando. The topic will be “Role Play in the
Scene” . This is an open roundtable discussion— please come and join.
Call (407) 330-2184 for further information.

-+ 7 = ) ° A Anew forum for sharing of advice on
various topics, or to get that question answered. Will be held monthly
from 1-2PM at Gators, on the 4th Saturday, right before the Munch!

< < + ...Discussion group held regularly on the 1st Sunday of
the month. For meeting location and further information, please contact
SybilKing@mindspring.com, or call the message line at 893-4144.

$ 6 % D Thisis anew group formed in the
Central Florida area, for the purpose of gathering women together to
discuss and to speak of our common goals, interests, objectives &
concerns as leatherwomen and women within the BDSM community. The
meetings will be held on the day of the Munch, from 11AM till 1PM, at
Gators Dockside Restaurant (same location as the munch)

< < + C E Quite frequently, people call the
message line (that number, again, is 407-330-2184) and then fail to
leave a message. Folks, this lineis * picked up. The only option is
to leave a message. We O return your call if requested, so don’t be
shy! It's not an audition.

< < + 3 -$ B %EIfyouhaven't been
by the Orlando Munch web site (address over on the left), you might not
know that we have our own Forum and Chat room. Poke your head in
and leave a message!




